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Bulb Planting
About a dozen volunteers came out to
Latrobe Park on a beautiful Saturday
in November to finish the bulb planting
project that was started last fall.
Neighbors planted 5,000 more daffodil
bulbs along the park paths. Thanks to
Parks and Beautification Committee
Chairman Charlie Newcomb for
applying for the Parks and People grant
and organizing the event. Latrobe Park
looked so beautiful last spring with
thousands of daffodils in bloom.
Photo by Nancy Calvert

Tide Point PUD Moves Forward
Community Votes to Support the PUD
By Colleen Wolfe

A

fter a year of hard work and negotiations between the Tide
Point Special Task Force and representatives from Struever
Bros. Eccles & Rouse, the membership of the Locust Point Civic
Association was finally able to vote on the expansion plans for the
Tide Point Planned Unit Development at its November general
meeting. A crowd of more than 50 people attended the meeting
and overwhelmingly voted to support the PUD with one change.
The motion included the removal of a conditional use that
would have allowed health clinics within the development. Since
a distinction cannot be made as to what kind of health clinic could
be allowed, some residents expressed concerns that keeping the
conditional use within the PUD could open up the possibility that

LPCA Holiday Social
Wednesday, December 10, 7:30 p.m.
at Christ United Church of Christ,
Decatur and Beason Streets

Upcoming General Meetings:
Wednesday, January 14, 7:30 p.m.
Location: Rec Center
Tentative agenda: Little Havana

a drug or alcohol treatment clinic could locate to the neighborhood. It was the Task Force’s recommendation that the conditional use for health clinics be removed from the PUD.
The supported PUD includes plans for 140 three-story town
homes and two six-story parking garages. This is a far cry from
what was first presented to the community last March. The initial
plan included two high rise apartment buildings, 26-stories and 16
stories respectively; a 12-story office building, and two additional
apartment buildings, four and five stories respectively. The plan
caused a large outcry from the neighborhood. The Task Force
went back to the negotiating table with the developer to find a
continued on page 5
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S

easons Greetings Everyone!
I hope that you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and
have made a dent in your holiday shopping list. The holidays are always a great time to get together with family and
friends, so here’s wishing you some wonderful times with your
loved ones.
In that regard, please join us for the civic association’s Holiday
Party, which is scheduled for December 10 at 7:30 p.m. at Christ
Church. Beer, wine, non-alcoholic beverages and some snacks
will be provided by the civic association and our sponsors, but
please bring a side dish or dessert to share with all. In addition,
we will be conducting the silent auction that we were unable to
run at the festival. So please come out and bid on some great
items that could be wonderful gifts or stocking stuffers!
Please note that there will be no General Meeting in December.
For a detailed account of the presentation and vote on the Tide
Point PUD, please see Colleen Wolfe’s wonderful article in this
issue of To The Point.
Again, have a safe and wonderful holiday season and . . . Go
Ravens!!!!!!

LPCA Committees

Communications: Colleen Wolfe
Subcommittee, Website: Glen Doss
Design Review: Brian Mastervich
Subcommittee, Traffic: Paul Silberman
Festival and Social: Sarah Clarkson
Subcommittee, Fundraising: Colleen Martin-Lauer
Membership: Lynne Mastervich
Beautification and Parks: Charles Newcomb
Subcommittee, Garden Club: Jack Frederick
Safety/COP: Chris Ritsch
Kids and Schools: Ron Brack
Nominations and Elections: Charles Newcomb

Tony Vittoria, president

Come celebrate the holidays with
your neighbors!

Contact us:
Locust Point Civic Association
P.O. Box 27097
www.mylocustpoint.org

It's the 3rd annual LPCA
Holiday Social

Have a question? You can get in contact with any of our board
members or committee chairmen by sending an email to:
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

Wednesday, December 10, 7:30 p.m.
at Christ Church, Beason & Decatur Sts.

To join the LPCA neighborhood email list, please send an email to
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

Bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Please bring a new, unwrapped toy and/or a nonperishable food item. All donated food and toys will be
donated to South Baltimore Emergency Relief

Editorial and advertising submissions for To The Point are due the
15th of the month prior to the next issue. Send submissions to
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

Laura Lee’s HAIR SHOP
Hair Designing for Men Women & Children
1331 HULL Street/LOCUST POINT
Baltimore, MD 21230

Laura Lee Dillon
(Owner)

(410) 685-2176 *Walk Ins Are Welcome*
(cell) 443-722-1031
(email)DoubleLLPhoto@aol.com

Quality Haircuts at Old-Fashioned Prices
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In Brief...
Christmas Bazaar - at the Church of the Redemption, 1401 Towson St. Saturday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Baked goods, peanut
brittle, crafts, decorations, and gifts. Lunch available.
Food Drive - The Knights of Columbus are collecting canned goods for holiday food baskets. Anyone wishing to donate goods can
drop them off at the hall on Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. @ 1338 Hull St., or call us @ 410-244-0690 and we can arrange a pick
up.
Kids Breakfast with Santa – at the Knights of Columbus hall, 1338 Hull Street, on Sunday, December 14 from 9-11 a.m. Come
have breakfast, meet Santa, and maybe go home with a present.
Seniors’ Dinner – The Knights of Columbus continue their Christmas celebration with a dinner for seniors on Sunday, December
14 from 2-4 p.m. at the hall, 1338 Hull Street.
Entertainment Books - The Locust Point Rec. Council is selling the 2009 Entertainment Books for only $25.00 per book until
December 20. These books contain discount coupons for fine dinning, fast food, recreation activities, and more. The proceeds help
support activities at our recreation center. Please help us to reach our goal of 60 books sold. You can call Alex at 410-837-4134 for
more information.
Holiday Classic - Riverside Stage presents A Christmas Carol, The Musical, December 12 - 21. A large cast brings the cherished
story to life brimming with beautiful music, lavish scenery, authentic costumes and theatrical magic. Performances are Friday and
Saturday evenings at 8 p.m., Sunday matinees at 3 p.m. Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 seniors & groups, $8 children. Riverside Stage,
a nonprofit neighborhood arts project is located in the basement hall of Salem Lutheran Church, 1530 Battery Ave. Free parking in lot.
For more information call 410-837-0971 or visit www.MusicalArtistsTheatre.com. For directions, click on Locations.
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Committee Updates

Membership – Memberships for 2008 will expire on
December 31. Memberships for 2009 for the Locust Point Civic
Association are now available at all general meetings. Cost is $5
PER PERSON. You must be a Locust Point resident, not just a
property owner, to be eligible for membership. Please be advised
that you are not eligible to vote for any motions unless you are
a dues-paying member. Please see Lynne Mastervich at the next
general meeting or email her at lmcmeans@mindspring.com.
Recycling and Clean-up - Block captains for recycling
efforts are needed on Stevenson, Woodall, Andre, and Reynolds
streets. We now have eight block captains, but they are mostly at
the center of the neighborhood. We need more people to help
with recycling and trash problems in all areas of the neighborhood. Being a block captain is easy. Basically, if you are social
and talk to your neighbors, that’s 90% of what it takes. If you
want to participate in neighborhood clean-ups, that is good too,
but mostly you will remind your neighbors which days recycling
goes out. If there is an issue like trash piling up somewhere or if
road drainage is getting blocked, we can all get together and help
work on the problem. To become a block captain, please email
me at charleswebster@gmail.com or call my cell phone at 703244-9238.
Dog Park - The Locust Point Dog Park Committee has been
meeting with representatives from Rec and Parks to discuss the
design of the dog park, which is scheduled to begin construction
in April. At this stage, the dog park will be approximately 10,000
square feet. It will include a mixed surface that can be cleaned
easily; part of the surface is expected to be K9 turf. The fence
will look similar to the fence that’s around the playground but
taller. On the outside of the fence, there will be shrubs to enhance
privacy (i.e. no dogs barking at people walking by) and security
(i.e. no dogs jumping the fence). Approximately 25 trees are
expected to be planted as well. The city is still requiring the
committee to continue fundraising, as we are expected to contribute financially for initial and future goals (i.e. lights). With
that being said, we have two exciting events on our schedule.
First, we will have our 2nd annual Pictures with Santa, featuring
Councilman Ed Reisinger as Santa. This will be held on
Saturday, December 6th (rain date is December 7th) from 11am2pm at the Tide Point Deck Area. Complimentary hot spiced
wine will be served as you mingle with other Locust Point
neighbors. Cost is $15. Then, on January 24th, we will resume
our Yappy Hours with our most ROCKIN' one yet. The next
Yappy Hour will feature our committee's own Jamie Kelley jamming with his band, That's What She Said! (http://www.twssband.com). It will be held at Taps Bar (corner of Fort and
Charles) from 8pm-midnight. Cover is $10 and includes a complimentary shuttle from Francis Scott Key School to Taps running continuously throughout the evening thanks to Stu Satosky,
our wonderful neighbor and owner of Southside Saloon. As
always, upcoming meetings, news and events are posted on our
website at www.locustpointdogpark.org. You can also go on our
website to sign up for email updates so you won't miss out on
anything. If you have any questions or suggestions, contact Barb
Wilson at 443-847-1085 or barbarawilson@kw.com. Thanks.

be December 17 at 7:00 p.m. and January 21 at 7 p.m. The COP
walkers concentrate on different areas of the neighborhood each
month. December’s walk will meet at the Firehouse and will
focus on the western portion of the neighborhood around
Woodall and Stevenson Streets. January’s meeting place will be
in front of City Limits at Andre Street and Fort Avenue. Walkers
will concentrate on McHenry Pointe. If you are having problems
in your area with trash, drug activity, vandalism, etc., please
contact COP chair Chris Ritsch at christopher.ritsch@gmail.com
or 410-727-0644 and the walkers will plan on addressing your
area on one of their upcoming walks. Better yet, please join the
walkers to point out specific problems, if you can. You will also
be able to address your issues directly with a police officer.
Communications/Newsletter - The deadline for ads and
editorial content for the newsletter is now the 15th of the month
preceding publication. If you would like to submit anything for
the newsletter or if you would like something posted on the
LPCA website, please email Colleen Wolfe at wolfe.colleen@
gmail.com or call 410-727-0644.
Design Review - REMINDER - The city recommends that
any major additions to individual properties or proposed property subdivisions be submitted to the community association
prior to any public hearings. Please submit plans to LPCA P.O.
Box 27097, Baltimore, MD 21230 or by contacting Brian
Mastervich at bmastervich@mindspring.com.

Safety - Citizens on Patrol walks in Locust Point are held the
third Wednesday of every month. The next two COP walks will
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Tide Point
continued from page 1

solution that conformed to the Locust Point Master Plan and coincided better with the character of the neighborhood, which is
mostly comprised of narrow, two-story row houses that are overwhelmingly owner-occupied.
The second version of the plan that was unveiled in May did
away with all of the apartment buildings and replaced them with
140 townhouses. The 12-story office building was reduced to
seven stories and two six-story parking garages were added. While
the scope of the plan was a great improvement over the original
one, the traffic study that followed continued to concern the Task
Force members. The Task Force continued negotiating with SBER
representatives and the final plan kept the 140 townhouses and
two parking garages but eliminated the seven-story office building.
Other notable features of the supported plan include open/green
space that will connect the area around Christ Church to Haubert
Street to create a pedestrian walkway from the church to a future
immigration museum. The church will be deeded a 10 foot safety
buffer by the developer on its east side and the developer is paying
for the church’s insurance during construction. Also included in
the supported plan is a stipulation that before construction can
begin on any of the 140 townhouses on the triangle parking lots,
alternative parking must be provided so that there is no loss in
parking spaces during construction.

You may have heard or read in previous news articles that
SBER plans to come back to the community at a later date with
plans for a separate PUD that would include a seven-story office
building and perhaps other development. Bill Struever relayed
these intentions to the Planning Commission during a hearing on
October 23. The Task Force feels that any further development in
the neighborhood would compound the parking and traffic issues
not only in Locust Point but throughout the entire South Baltimore
peninsula and therefore negotiated an agreement with Bill Struever.
The agreement calls for a comprehensive transportation study to
be conducted for the entire southern peninsula and for a plan to be
developed based on that study before any further development is
proposed by SBER in Locust Point.
“These negotiations are never easy and the best thing for the
community is to ensure we have a seat at the table. Many people
worked a lot of hours on this plan to make sure the community got
a favorable compromise,” said President Tony Vittoria. “I personally want to acknowledge everyone who served on the Task Force,
especially the chairpersons Brian Mastervich and Sarah Clarkson.
And I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the unwavering support
we received from Councilman Ed Reisinger.”
The Task Force will continue to meet as needed as the project
moves forward through the City’s approval process. Please keep
in mind this PUD is a conceptual PUD and will require final
design approval for each building and/or area of buildings the
developer proposes. This means there will be additional opportunities for the community to give its input in regards to design.

Authentic Italian found
in Locust Point
Chef Gianfranco Fracassetti has traveled all the way
from Italy to bring his signature dishes to you.
Tour a taste of Italy with our delectable menu of fine Italian cuisine
and sample from our expansive wine list, in a relaxing atmosphere.

“Baltimore’s Best Neighborhood Restaurant”
—BALTIMORE MAGAZINE, OCTOBER 2007

“((( ”

1401 E. CLEMENT STREET, BALTIMORE, MD 21230
410-962-1212 WWW.PAZZALUNA.US
Lunch served Tuesday – Friday, Dinner served Tuesday – Sunday

—ELIZABETH LARGE, THE BALTIMORE SUN
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Halloween in Locust Point

Photos by Nancy Calvert and Colleen Wolfe
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BUTCHERS HILL
$289,900

FEDERAL HILL
$268,000

FEDERAL HILL
$349,900

Brand New 2BR, 2FB, 2HB
Renovation Parking Pad!
Crown Molding,
Exposed Brick,
Finished Basement,
Recessed Lighting, Open
Floor Plan, Updated Kitchen
w/ Custom Cabinetry,
Granite Counters &
Stainless Steel Appliances!

Gorgeous 2BR, 2.5BA
Home In Federal Hill!
Hardwood Floors,
Stainless Steel Appliances,
Granite Counters,
Private Rear Patio,
2 Master Suites
w/Full Baths
Granite Vanities,
Tile Floor & Much More!

Fabulous 3BR, 3.5BA
Federal Hill Rehab!
Spacious Rooms, Exposed
Brick, Hardwood Floors,
Recessed Lighting,
Wet Bar, C– Tiled Baths,
Stainless Steel Appliances
& Granite In Kitchen!
Rear Patio & Rooftop Deck
& Much More!

BA6844926
Chris Reda
410.977.6752

Chris Reda
410.977.6752

Kathy Merz
443.415.6287

CANTON
$1,600 Monthly

LOCUST POINT
$289,900

CANTON
$232,500

3BR, 1.5BA Home
In The Heart Of Canton
Just Steps From Square!
Huge Living Room & Sitting
Room,
Separate Dining Room!
Over 9Ft Ceilings, 3 Large
Bedrooms w/Huge Closets
Parking Pad & More!

Gorgeous 2BR, 2BA
Home w/ Parking!
Hardwood Floors,
Exposed Brick, Large
Kitchen w/ SS Appliances
& Granite Countertops!
Finished Basement, Rear
Deck w/ Great Water
Views & Much More!

Amazing 3BR, 2BA
Home w/Parking!
Spacious Rooms, Exposed
Brick, Hardwood Floors,
Marble Floors in BA’s,
Open Floor Plan,
Large Kitchen w/
Stainless Steel Appliances
Breakfast Bar & More!

BA6841508

BA6874796

BA6818472

BA6846287

BA6853488

Chris Reda
410.977.6752

Debbie Kuper
410.916.6170

Steven Murphy
443.627.2910

CANTON
$224,900

FEDERAL HILL
$239,900

Gorgeous 2BR,1BA I
Great Canton Location!
Kitchen w/ SS appliances &
Granite Countertops,
Separate Dining Area,
Exposed Brick, Wood Floors,
New Carpet on 2nd Level,
Updated Bath w/Ceramic
Tile, Recessed Lighting,
Large Fenced Patio & More!

Beautiful 2BR,1BA Home!
Gorgeous Wrought Iron
Detail On Front Of Home!
Brick patio w/More
Wrought Iron Detail!
Hardwood Floors w/In-lay
Borders, Tall Ceilings,
Formal Dining Room,
Eat-In Kitchen,
Exposed Brick, Skylight,
Full Basement w/Storage!
Backyard & More!

BA6901545

Steven Murphy
443.627.2910

BA6889508

Steven Murphy
443.627.2910
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WASHINGTON
VILLAGE
$235,000
Fabulous 3BR,2BA Home
W/Attractive Price!!
Completely Remodeled
Master Bedroom w/
Balcony, Hardwood
Floors, Granite Countertops In Kitchen,
Fenced Yard,
Finished Recreation
Room, All Appliances
Included

BA6898759

Patty Kallmyer
410.562.6815

LPCA

Going once, going twice…
The rain may have washed out the fun on Festival day, but we’ve saved the silent auction until the LPCA holiday party. Below is a list of packages on which you can bid. You can bid on items by coming to the holiday
party on December 10 at Christ United Church, Beason and Decatur Streets, or by sending them to:
sarahclarkson33@hotmail.com or call Sarah with your bid at 410-783-0013. Please include the item # on
which you are bidding.
Item #1 – Date Nite: A $50 GC to The Wine Market, a $25 GC to My Flower Box and a bottle of Kajmir vodka.
Item # 2 – Southside Adventure: $25 Ledo's Pizza, $25 GC from World Cleaners and an Oil Change @ Goodyear ($75 value)
Item # 4 – Brunch and Beverage: 1lb. Mexican Decaf, brunch for 2 @ Hull St Blues and 6pk of Amber beer. ($50 value)
Item # 5 – Brunch and Beverage: 1lb. Hi Test Kenyan, brunch for 2 @ Hull St Blues and 6pk of Amber beer. ($50 value)
Item # 6 – Caribbean Candlelight: 3 varieties of Rum and a pineapple candle. ($75 value)
Item # 7 – Red Hat Luncheon: Assortment of Avon products, Red Hat mini bag and a $25 GC to The Cheesecake Factory. ($50 value)
Item # 8 – Magic Hat Package: Magic hat gift basket full of delicious stuff. ($100 value)
Item # 9 – Zoo Basket: Gift basket from The Baltimore Zoo. Includes all types of "wild" things.
Item # 10 – Football Fun Day: Includes 2 large Pizza’s from Maria D’s, $20 GC from Big Jim's and 2 cases of Carib beer. ($85 value)
Item # 11 – Sunday Funday: $50 GC from Little Havana and a case of Carib beer. ($65 value)
Item # 12 – Treat Yourself: Includes a pair of rhinestone heart earrings and a GC to 921 Day Spa for a 60 minute facial and a
manicure. ($130 value)
Item # 13 – Girls Best Friends: Includes a $50 Tu Vida GC and Avon beauty products. ($85 value)
Item # 14 – Family Fun Days: Includes a family pass to The Museum of Industry for 4 people, $25 GC to Luca’s. ($65 value)
Item # 15 – Super Family Fun Day: Family pass to The Museum of Industry for 4, a tour of Dominos Sugar Plant for 4 and $25 Sobo 		
Café GC. ($125 value)
Item # 16 – Head to Toe: Avon Pedi Pac and hair products from Four Season's Hair Salon. ($40 value)
Item # 17 – Lucky Dog: Gift basket from Lucky Lucy dog shop full of goodies.
Item # 18 – Pamper the Kids: Gifts basket from Ladybugs and Firefly's for children.
Item # 19 – Ole!: A Mexican gift basket waiting for a fiesta!! ($50 value)
Item # 20 - Great Gift: $50 GC from My Flower Box and a 30 min massage from Federal Hill Massage. ($110 value)
Item # 21 – Awaken your Senses: A gift basket from Great Clips and hair cut, 30 min massage from Federal Massage! ($110 value)
Item # 22 – Relax by Candlelight: Beautiful candle, bottle of perfume and a 30min. Massage to Federal Hill Massage. ($85 value)
Item # 23 – Best of Baltimore: A poster of The BMA, private tour for 2 of Dominos Plant and a McCormick Spice rack. ($85 value)
Item # 24 – Feed an Army: $100 GC to Shoppers.
Item # 25 – Feed an Army: $100 GC to Shoppers.
Item # 26 – Pamper your Newborn: A Gift Basket from Lady Bugs and Firefly's ($50 value)
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The Recycling Bin

Cleaning up after your dog is the neighborly thing to do
By Charlie Webster

Recycling Reminder

A

s we promised in an earlier newsletter, the first plastic bag
recycling tube was installed and is in use at the corner of
Richardson and Clement Streets. It is a silver tube on the
fence near the corner. Dog owners have been using the station
and people have been stocking it with new bags. So far, so good.
One neighbor emailed me and was very upset about the amount
of dog waste left behind in that location, so please encourage
everyone to be responsible and pick up after their dogs. Some
neighbors are very sensitive to the smell of the dog waste near
their homes, and I don't blame them. Overall, I‘ve received some
good feedback, including a request for a second location at the
end of Towson Street. near the Tide Point parking lots.
As dog owners know, you never know when your dog has to
go. The dog could have just gone in the backyard then you take
them for a walk and they need to go again. Of course, dog owners should always bring bags (or some other method) to pick up
after their dog. But, just in case, the recycling bag tubes are
available as a back up for unforeseen events. For instance, you
bring the wrong coat and you don't have a bag, or even worse, if
your dog eats a whole cake and has to go 10 times etc…
The goal is not just to help neighbors around the high-traffic
dog areas, it is also to reuse plastic bags. Lots of bags can be
reused, from grocery bags to newspaper bags . If you have
another way to reuse these bags, or if you have a request for a
plastic bag recycling tube, please contact me at charleswebster@
gmail.com or talk to me at the next LPCA meeting.

All recyclables are picked up the second and fourth
Fridays of every month. There is no need to sort
recyclables into separate bins.

2008 Calendar:
December 12 and 26
Eligible recyclable materials include:
• Plastics with any number from 1 to 7 on the bottom
• Aluminum, tin and steel food cans
• Mixed paper (All colors, mail, books, newsprint, folders,
magazines, cardboard, cereal boxes, phone books)
DO NOT put items such as window glass, used food containers, waxed boxes, or aluminum foil into your recycling container.
Blue bags are NO LONGER acceptable to use for
recyclables. Please use a plastic recycling bin or
cardboard box clearly marked recyclables. You may
purchase 25 and 18-gallon bins from the Department of

Public Works by calling 311.

Locust Point Civic Association Newsletter Advertising Information

The Locust Point Civic Association distributes to over 1300 households and places newsletters in a number of businesses in Locust
Point. Your ad will not only help advertise your business to Locust Point residents---it will also help the civic association with the
work they do. Thanks in advance for your support.
Checks should be made payable to Locust Point Civic Association. Please contact us for payment address. Advertising deadlines are
the 20th of each month. EPS formats are preferred but PDF’s and TIFF’s are acceptable. Please email sjharrison1@comcast.net or
call Susan (410) 353-6800 to buy an ad or for further information.

$25
$50
$100
$200

Advertising Rates

1/8 page (business card size)
3.7" W x 2.5" H
1/4 page ad
Option A: 7.5" W x 2.5" H
Option B: 3.7" W x 5" H
1/2 page ad
Option A: 7.5" W x 5" H
Option B: 3.7" W x 10" H
Full-page ad
7.5" W x 10" H
Non Profit rates are $17, $30, $65 and $120 respectively.
-- Website advertising -We are now offering a special on ads for our new website, www.mylocustpoint.org. Introductory rates are $25 for 6 months.
Please supply a 203 pixels W x 67 pixels H (2.819 inches by .931 inches) in .jpg or .gif format ONLY.
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Pet Pointers: Keeping Your Pet Healthy During the Holidays
by Jill Shook, DMV
CityPets Veterinary Care and Wellness

I

know this holiday article is old hat for some, but it’s a good
one for new readers, new pet owners, and a good review for
everyone else.
The cold weather is upon us and the holiday season is quickly
approaching. Amid this busy season of shopping, baking, decorating, and visiting family and friends, there are some things to keep
in mind concerning your pets. There are certain hazards, injuries,
and poisonings seen in animals more commonly this time of year.
Simply being aware of potential problems and doing a little pet
proofing around the house will go a long way toward heading off
any problems.
Toxic Plants
There are several plants that can be harmful or poisonous to
pets. Below are some of the more common ones encountered this
time of year.
Poinsettia: Low toxicity, chewing or ingesting the leaves and
stems can result in vomiting and/or diarrhea, and increased salivation.
Christmas greens: All parts of these plants are low toxicity but
can cause vomiting and diarrhea after ingestion.
Holly: The leaves and berries have moderate to severe toxicity.
Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea and central nervous system
(CNS) depression.
Mistletoe: All parts of this plant, but especially the berries, are
very toxic. Vomiting and diarrhea are common, but other symptoms include changes in heart rate, trouble breathing, seizures,
and coma. Death can occur in severe intoxication. (I would recommend using fake mistletoe.) If your pet has ingested any of
these plants, and you notice symptoms, please make sure to seek
veterinary assistance.
The Holiday Kitchen
There are many hazards in the holiday kitchen, and most pets
keep a watchful eye during holiday baking and cooking, in hopes
that a tasty morsel might drop on the floor. Many foods can cause
serious illness and danger to our four-legged friends. Baked
goods, ham, turkey, and other rich food are among many of the
culprits that cause problems. Chocolate of all kinds, but especially semisweet and baking chocolate, is toxic to pets. Symptoms
of chocolate toxicity can range from vomiting and diarrhea, to
high blood pressure, tremors, heart arrhythmias, seizures, and
death. Bones from turkey, chicken, ham, etc. can cause gastrointestinal (GI) upset, choking, or intestinal obstruction, and should
not be given to pets. Table scraps, or any food that is not your pet’s
normal diet, can cause GI upset. Be careful about treats and table
scraps and caution any guests not to feed your pet any of these
“special treats”.
Trees and Decorations
Decking the Halls can provide some hazards as well. Christmas
trees and glass ornaments can prove to be dangerous, particularly
to cats. Since cats are notorious for trying to climb trees, make
sure to stabilize your tree properly to avoid its falling over. It may
be a good idea to wire ornaments to the tree with floral wire to
prevent pets from knocking ornaments off the tree. Place breakDecember 2008

able ornaments out of your pet’s reach to avoid cuts from broken
glass. Any ornament, decoration, tinsel, yarn, or ribbon can be a
choking hazard or cause an intestinal obstruction if ingested.
Electrical cords should be covered and tacked down because
chewing on electrical cords can result in electrocution.
Safe Travel
If you are traveling with your pet for the holidays, make sure to
have proper identification on your pet, including a local phone
number or your cell phone. Micro chipping your pet is always the
best way to ensure its safe return. If you are traveling a long distance, make sure to take plenty of fresh food and water for your
pet. Holiday traffic jams can keep you in the car much longer than
expected, and it is always a good idea to have emergency needs
for your pet readily available.
Giving Pets As Gifts
Remember that there are thousands of animals in shelters each
year in the months following the holidays. Many of these animals
were impulsive purchases, and once the recipients realized the
impact of training a puppy, or the daily routine of changing the
litter box, they decided to turn in their animals. If you do plan to
give a pet to loved one for Christmas, don’t forget to stop by the
local animal shelters and rescue groups. There are hundreds of
wonderful animals for adoption in need of loving homes.
Helping Pets in Need
In the spirit of giving during the holiday season, keep your local
shelter and rescue group in mind for a holiday donation. Food,
litter, towels and other items are always needed.
Best wishes to all for a happy and healthy holiday season.
Please don’t hesitate to contact my office with any questions. The
following websites offer accurate information on several pet
health issues, including the topics discussed above.
Animal Poison Control Center – www.aspca.org/apcc
For general information - www.veterinarypartner.com

How is your
newsletter delivery?
We want to make sure every person on
every block receives the newsletter in a
timely manner.
If you have any trouble with delivery,
please call
Colleen at 410-727-0644 or
email us at contacts@mylocustpoint.org.
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