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FSK students (pictured
left to right) Irum Zar,
Arthur Plummer,
Lashawndalese Johnson,
Sade Sands, (not pictured: Tanikwa Harris)
won grand prize in the
Baltimore Museum's of
Industry's Architectural
Confectionaries Contest.
The students built a replica of the National
Aquarium out of food
items.

Get to Know FSK
By Nancy Calvert

O

ur neighborhood school, Francis Scott Key Technology
Magnet School #76, is zoned for grades pre-kindergarten
through eighth grade and is a technology magnet school
for grades 6 through 8. Although it is primarily known for the
advanced academics and technology classes for the students
fortunate and talented enough to be accepted into the magnet
program, the school serves a diverse student population. FSK
provides programs for students with emotional disabilities (ED),
students who are moderately intellectually limited (MOIL), and
students for whom English is a second language (ESOL).
In addition to the usual curriculum of math, language arts,
science and social studies, FSK also offers special area (SPAR)
courses to both primary and middle school students. Elementary
students rotate each four to six week period to a new SPAR;
middle school students take two SPARS per year. SPAR courses
include physical education, art, music/band, home economics,
Spanish and drama. Science enrichment and math intervention
are also offered. Fifth graders develop social and physical skills

at Echo Hill Outdoor School.
Technology is not limited to coursework. There are three computer labs and computers in each classroom. The eighth grade
students use the technological skills gained during their time at
FSK to produce the FSK yearbook entirely in-house.
The administration, teacher, student and parent commitment
continued on page 7
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To join the LPCA email distribution list, send email to:
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

ATTENTION!

Struever Bros to make presentation regarding the status of the Tide
Point Redevelopment Project at the next LPCA General Meeting
Wednesday, June 11, 7:30 p.m. at Knights of Columbus Hall

Upcoming General Meetings: Wednesday, July 9, 7:30 p.m.

Location:TBA

President’s Message

LPCA Board of Directors

G

President: Tony Vittoria
Vice President: Sarah Clarkson
Corresponding Secretary: Colleen Wolfe
Recording Secretary: Ben Piccone
Treasurer: Teresa Alcorn
Directors:
Cheryl Duffey
Laura Faulkner
Matt Craig
Mark Lauer
Brian Mastervich
Charles Newcomb
Chris Palazzi
Dusty Smith-Erickson
Jack Frederick
Charlie Webster

reetings,
In my first “President’s Message”, I would like to
take the opportunity to thank our out-going President,
Paul Silberman for the truly outstanding job he did over the
past two years. The Locust Point Civic Association and the
Locust Point community have come a long way in that time
and we did so smoothly under Paul’s adept leadership.
Thanks also to Yvonne Keller and Barbara Wilson for their
wonderful work on the Board of Directors. All three have
promised to stay active in the community in different ways,
so we should see them often. When you do, please take a
moment to thank them for their hard work.
I would also like the welcome our three new Board members, Matt Craig, Jack Frederick and Charles Webster. All
three bring a lot of good ideas and energy and we are
excited to have them on the Board. Please take a moment to
introduce yourselves to them when you get a chance.
Now on to business – at the upcoming June general meeting, we will get a presentation from Struever Bros. Eccles
& Rouse regarding their new plans for the Tide Point development. While the new plan has been scaled down considerably from the plan that we saw in March, the project will
still have impacts – both good and not so good – on the
neighborhood. This is an excellent opportunity for the community to ask questions and provide further input on the
plan.
Please also plan on participating in the Civic Association’s
Yard Sale, which is scheduled for Saturday, June 21. Please
contact Sarah Clarkson at sarahclarkson3@verizon.net if
you have any questions.
I look forward to seeing you in June!

LPCA Committees

Communications: Colleen Wolfe
Subcommittee, Website: Glen Doss
Design Review: Brian Mastervich
Subcommittee, Traffic: Paul Silberman
Festival and Social: Sarah Clarkson
Subcommittee, Fundraising: Colleen Martin-Lauer
Membership: Lynne Mastervich
Beautification and Parks: Charles Newcomb
Subcommittee, Garden Club: Jack Frederick
Safety/COP: Charles Webster, Chris Ritsch
Kids and Schools: Ron Brack
Nominations and Elections: Charles Newcomb
Contact us:
Locust Point Civic Association
P.O. Box 27097
www.mylocustpoint.org
Have a question? You can get in contact with any of our board
members or committee chairmen by sending an email to:
contacts@mylocustpoint.org
To join the LPCA neighborhood email list, please send an email to
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

–Tony Vittoria, President

Editorial and advertising submissions for To The Point are due the
15th of the month prior to the next issue. Send submissions to
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

Now serving lunch, dinner, and Sunday brunch

Laura Lee’s HAIR SHOP
Hair Designing for Men Women & Children
1331 HULL Street/LOCUST POINT
Baltimore, MD 21230

Laura Lee Dillon
(Owner)

(410) 685-2176 *Walk Ins Are Welcome*
(cell) 443-722-1031
(email)DoubleLLPhoto@aol.com

1230 E. Fort Ave. • 443-708-5751
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In Brief...
Community CPR Class - The Red Cross of Central Maryland
will be conducting an adult/infant/child CPR class for the community. Date is Saturday, June 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at
the Rec Center. (Note: This is a new date.) Cost is $60. Advance
registration is required by June 24. If you are paying by check,
please call Colleen Wolfe at 410-727-0644 or email at wolfe.colleen@gmail.com. If you would like to pay by credit card you may
call Phil Ormandy at the Red Cross directly at 410-624-2071.
Please let him know you are signing up for the Locust Point Civic
Association group class.
Community Yard Sale – This year’s Locust Point yard sale will
take place on Saturday, June 21. Tables are $20. LPCA will again
have a donation table. If you don’t have enough things to sell at
your own table you can donate them to the LPCA’s table. All
proceeds will go towards the LPCA. We will also have a bake sale
table. Donations of baked goods are needed. For more info, to
reserve a space, or make a donation to the LPCA table or baked
good table, please call Sarah Clarkson at 410-783-0013 or email
at sarahclarkson3@verizon.net.

1338 Hull Street

Water project – The water main project in Locust Point is scheduled to continue for several more months. If you have a question,
problem, or emergency with your water or any of the temporary
water main pipes running throughout the neighborhood, you can
call the contractor’s (Spinello Companies) 24-hour emergency
number at 410-494-2874.
Summer Fun Camp – Once again, the Locust Point Recreation
Center will be putting on a Summer Fun Camp. Registration is
taking place now through June 15. The camp is open to ages 4-11.
It will be held Monday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. For parents in Locust Point who work, the Rec is offering an
early session starting at 7:45 a.m. There are 40 spaces available.
Sign up is on a first come, first served basis. Call the Rec Center
for more info: 410-837-4423.
Yellow recycling bins available at LPCA meetings - LPCA will
have a limited number of the yellow city recycling bins for sale at
each meeting. 18-gallon bins are $5.00. 25-gallon bins are
$12.00
Tennis anyone? - We have three courts at Latrobe for us to use
anytime! Depending on interest, ideas have been tossed around
about organizing some informal leagues or clinics. If you would
like break out your racquets and join us, please email Barb Wilson
at barbarawilson@kw.com and let me know when the best time is
for you to play, if you prefer singles or doubles, and what level of
play you are at. I will try to organize something and will create a
way for us all to be able to communicate, so that we can enjoy the
upcoming summer months on the court.
Free Breakfast – Christ Church, Beason Street. First Sunday of
every month from 9am to 10am. Bring a friend.
June 2008
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Meet your new Board of Directors...
The LPCA welcomed a new president and three new board members to its ranks at the May general meeting. Here are just a few
tidbits of information on our new board members.
Tony Vittoria in not new to the LPCA. He has sat on the board the past two years and is now the LPCA’s current president. Tony is
a Woodall Street resident who has also served as a co-chair on the Chesapeake Paperboard Task Force, volunteered at the festival
and at the polish necktie day and many other neighborhood activities. He is currently serving as a co-chair on the Tide Point Task
Force.

Matt Craig

is a Decatur Street resident
who has also been active in
the community. In addition
to serving on the Chesapeake
Paperboard Task Force, he is
currently serving on the Tide
Point Task Force.

Jack Frederick,

a Cooksie Street neighbor,
is head of the Garden Club
and is currently volunteering
on the Tide Point Task Force.
You can also catch Jack running the plant wheel at the
festival, like he has done the
past two years.

Charlie Webster,

a Cooksie Street resident,
currently co-chairs the Safety
Committee and monthly COP
walk. He organizes the monthly clean ups in Latrobe Park
and is an active member of the
Dog Park Committee. He has
helped out at the Rec Center,
most recently by assembling
the new air hockey table.

The other members of the board who were re-elected are: Vice President Sarah Clarkson, Treasurer Teresa Alcorn, Recording
Secretary Ben Piccone, Corresponding Secretary Colleen Wolfe, and Board of Director members: Charlie Newcomb and Brian
Mastervich.

Green Thumbs Tips...

There are some of us who bring exotic tropical plants like bougainvillea and mandevilla and
even hibiscus indoors to winter-over. These plants are a bit pricey but well worth the
expense since you can keep them inside until spring. If you want hibiscus to continue
blooming, you need to keep it near some sun and water it monthly. Remember to put a
large water tray beneath it for indoors. You can also just put it in the basement. This
is not recommended for the mandevilla vines because they go dormant but water just
a little each month. Clematis vines are great when we want some height in our pots.
There are varieties of clematis that grow only 3 to 4 feet high which make them perfect for outside pots, and you no longer have to purchase a huge 8-foot trellis. Also
remember when planting new clematis to prune it back to the lowest pair of healthy
buds so that the roots shoot up some other growth. Pruning should also be done as soon
as you see new buds. Prune to about one half of the height every spring to keep it hardy
and
fully blossoming. It is a great idea to plant three clematis plants —an early spring bloomer, a
midsummer bloomer, and a late bloomer. Remember clematis does not like to have its roots exposed so
plant around the roots with other flowers, or cover them with mulch, and when winter comes, cover the pot with
shredded leaves. If it is taken care of, clematis will last forever. For those wary of pruning vines back, you can just
take a sharp knife or shears and scrape the vine gently until you see some green color.
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Committee Updates

Membership - Memberships for 2008 for the Locust Point
Civic Association are now being sold at all general meetings. Cost
is $5 per person. You must be a Locust Point resident, not just a
property owner, to be eligible for membership. Please be advised
that you are not eligible to vote for any motions unless you are a
dues-paying member. Please see Lynne Mastervich at the next
general meeting or email her at lmcmeans@mindspring.com.

1222 Hull St. • 410-727-7476

Dog Park – The next meeting of the Locust Point Dog Park

Sunday“Baltimore’s Best”
Sunday Brunch

committee will be on Wednesday, June 4 at 7:00 pm at the Rec
Center in Latrobe Park. Please also save the date for the next
Yappy Hour on Thursday, June 19 at Hull Street Blues from 6:00
to 9:00 p.m. For dog park updates and to make a donation through
PayPal, visit www.locustpointdogpark.org. All donations are taxdeductible and greatly appreciated.

Communications/Newsletter - The deadline for ads and edi-

Monday$5.00 Burger Night

torial content for the newsletter is now the 15th of the preceding
month. If you would like to submit anything for the newsletter or
if you’d like something posted on the LPCA website, please email
Colleen Wolfe at wolfe.colleen@gmail.com.

Safety - Citizens on Patrol walks in Locust Point are held the

third Wednesday of every month. The next COP walk will be June
18 at 7:00 p.m. Meet at the Firehouse. Dogs are always welcome
as long as they are leashed.

$10 Tuesday Dinners

Design Review - REMINDER - The city recommends that any
major additions to individual properties or proposed property
subdivisions be submitted to the community association prior to
any public hearings. Please submit plans to LPCA P.O. Box
27097, Baltimore, MD 21230 or by contacting Brian Mastervich
at bmastervich@mindspring.com.

Steak and Wine
Wednesday
ThursdayTrivia Night

ABITIBI PAPER RECYCLING BIN

Don’t forget, you can get rid of your paper recyclables
anytime by stopping by the green and yellow Abitibi
recycling bin located on the parking lot of Philips
Seafood on Fort Avenue. Now there’s no reason to wait
every two weeks to get rid of that bag or box of paper
cluttering up your house. Simply pull into the Philips
parking lot, dump your paper and go. Shredded paper in
plastic bags are welcome. And there is no need to
remove staples. It couldn’t be easier.

Happy Hour M-F 4-7pm
Lunch Daily at 11am
Dinner 5pm
Charming Banquet Room Available for Private Parties

And remember, this is a fundraiser for the LPCA Parks
and Beautification Committee. We get paid for every
ton of paper collected in the bin.

This coupon is good for

ONE FREE GLASS OF WINE

The following are the only items NOT ALLOWED in
the bin: *Cardboard *Phone books *Food containers
*If items that are not allowed in the bin continue to be
dumped the bin will be rescinded

June 2008

at Hull Street Blues Cafe

Name:
Email :
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Thornton’s Pub

By Carey Borkoski
alking into Thornton’s is like walking into a microcosm
of Locust Point. On any given day you might find longshoremen, Tide Point employees and other locals chatting about last night’s game or today’s headlines. If you
have been into Thornton’s you can expect to be greeted by name
with a smile and a hug and if you’re new…well just give it time.
Creating a neighborhood hang out is just what Heather and Tom
Thornton intended when they opened Thornton’s.
Originally, the idea of opening a bar never crossed Heather
Thornton’s mind. According to Heather, it all started one afternoon with a search on the Long and Foster website. She was looking for a place to live in Locust Point. Heather’s dad, Tom, has
lived in Locust Point since 1995 and so she was intimately familiar with our neighborhood. She also wanted to be close to her job
in downtown Baltimore. Her search revealed an available property in Locust Point with a bar and a residence. As a single person
interested in an investment opportunity, Heather believed this
might be an excellent option. As soon as she saw the place she fell
in love. Heather then approached her dad with the idea of a business partnership and his initial reaction was, "There goes my
retirement…I am going to have to work for the rest of my life."
Once the initial shock faded, Heather and her dad proceeded to
purchase Shannahan’s.
The contract negotiations and settlement should have been foreshadowing of all the benefits to come. The previous owner ran
with Heather’s Uncle Danny (Tom’s brother), the contract negotiations were more like an old school agreement, settled on a
handshake and the final settlement took place at Hull Street
Federal and according to the attorney, could not have gone
smoother. Finally, while Heather really wanted to come up with
something cool for the name of the bar, the family ultimately had
the final say. The name, Thornton’s, is a tribute to her Uncle
Danny and Uncle Mike who always wanted to own a bar and a
photo on the right side of the bar hangs in their memory.
Opened in February 2007, Thornton’s represents a great addition to our neighborhood. Heather and Tom work hard to support
our community and maintain that neighborly-family atmosphere.
Thornton’s has something for everyone, great drinks and an
expanded menu that ranges from onion rings and a basket of sweet
potato fries to crab cake sandwiches, shrimp salad wraps and a
variety of burgers. If you are a sports fan, you can be assured there
is plenty to cheer for including the Ravens, Terps (Heather is an
alum) and Notre Dame (Tom is a huge fan) football, ACC college

W

basketball, Hopkins lacrosse and the Orioles.
As for reflections on the first year of business, Heather admits
that the bureaucracy that goes along with obtaining the proper
permits and licenses was difficult at times but emphasizes that any
temporary headache has been well worth the tremendous benefits
of being a part of this amazing community. Heather also added
that the success of Thornton’s is due in large part to her family and
friends, exceptional staff and of course, Dad, a.k.a the "transportation engineer."
Thornton’s Pub is located at the corner of Clement and Towson
Streets. Their hours are Sunday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to
10 p.m. (or until the end of a televised game) and Friday and
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 2am. Happy Hour is Monday through Friday
from 3 to 7 p.m.

Recycling Reminder

All recyclables are picked up the second and fourth
Fridays of every month. There is no need to sort recyclables into separate bins.

2008 Calendar:

June 13 and 27
July 11 and 25
August 8 and 22
September 12 and 26

October 10 and 24
November 7 and 21
December 12 and 26

Eligible recyclable materials include:
• Plastics with any number from 1 to 7 on the bottom
• Aluminum, tin and steel food cans
• Mixed paper (All colors, mail, books, newsprint, folders,
magazines, cardboard, cereal boxes, phone books)
DO NOT put items such as window glass, used food containers, waxed boxes, or aluminum foil into your recycling
container.
Blue bags are NO LONGER acceptable to use for
recyclables. Please use a plastic recycling bin or
cardboard box clearly marked recyclables. You may
purchase 25 and 18-gallon bins from the Department of
Public Works by calling 311.
6
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FSK

hover craft construction, first place in mathematics and second
place in communication, earning them the right to represent
Baltimore City and County in the Maryland State Competition.
continued from page 1
The FSK National Academic League (NAL) members are the
to excellence in learning is evident in the school’s test scores. Southwestern Champions – again!
FSK routinely meets all the indicators for Adequate Yearly
Other accomplishments of these talented and artistic students
Progress (AYP) and consistently obtains high percentiles for include: participation by the FSK Thespian Group in the Youth
proficient and advanced on the Maryland School Assessment Theater Festival at the Murphy Fine Arts Center (only one other
(MSA).
school was invited to participate); recognition of the FSK
This year alone, four FSK stuDebate Team by the Baltimore
dents were named Carson Scholars
"Locust Point parents, who are considering Urban Debate League; third place
for striving for academic excellence education options, should know that Francis prize in the Mayor’s Poetry Contest;
(3.75 GPA or higher) and demonrecognition of two chess club parstrating a strong commitment to their Scott Key is a wonderful institution of learn- ticipants in a citywide competition;
ing and opportunity that we would love to
community.
FSK student art displays at the
FSK offers a wide range of extra
Baltimore Museum of Art and
share with their children."
curricular activities to meet the interinclusion of student-made ceramic
ests and expand the experiences of
slates on Boston Street, the Inner
~ Mary L. Booker, Principal
the student population. FSK students
Harbor, the Eubie Blake Museum,
have received recognition throughand Fells Point. On February 9, the
out the region for their various endeavors.
Baltimore Museum of Industry held its Inaugural Architectural
Sports include soccer, lacrosse, baseball and basketball. This Confectionaries Contest. FSK took home the grand prize with
fall, the boys and girls soccer teams both placed scond in the their replica of the National Aquarium.
citywide championships.
Students are also encouraged to develop social consciousness
The Math, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) stu- and commitment to the community. A recent Jump-a-thon raised
dents, competing against 15 other local schools at Morgan State, $4,000 for the Heart Association.
were awarded first place in bridge construction, second place in
continued on page 9

Carruthers Realtors ®
Build an Exciting Real Estate Career!
Classes Now Forming
Call Paige Cosgrove
443.627.2900

Prudential Carruthers Federal Hill Office
835 E. Fort Avenue, Baltimore MD 21230
An independently owned And Operated Member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

June 2008
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FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

$649,000

$289,999

$659,000

Gorgeous 3BR,3.5BA
Home on Great Street!
Gourmet Kitchen w/
Granite & SS appl.,
Hardwood Floors,
Exposed Ductwork &
Brick. Custom Tiled
Baths,2 decks w/ Great
Views & Much More

Incredible 2BR,2BA
Home in Federal Hill!
Hardwood Floors,
Exposed Brick, Open
Floor Plan, Gourmet
Kitchen w. Island,
Lots of Room for
Storage & Much More!

Unbelievable 3BR,3.5BA
End of Group Home!
3 Story Atrium Staircase,
Separate 2 Car Garage,
3rd lvl. Family Room w/
Wet Bar! Gourmet Kit.
2 Gas Fireplaces,
Private Brick Patio &
Much More!

BA6678779
Kathy Merz
443.415.6287

BA6694864
Chris Reda
443.627.2915

BA6677769
Steven Murphy
443.627.2910

OTTERBEIN

FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

$359,000

$329,900

$374,900

Gorgeous 3BR,1.5BA
Home in Otterbein!
Hardwood Floors
throughout,
Spacious Kitchen, Rear
Garden Area & 3rd Level
Deck!
Great Location & More!

Truly Unique 2BR,2BA
Home w/Amazing
Detail!
Hardwood Floors,
MBR w/FB & Lots of
Closet Space!
Spiral Staircase &
More!

Amazing 3BR,1BA
Home in Federal Hill!
Large Kitchen,
2nd Story Deck, Carriage House in back w/
Garage, Studio Office &
Workshop!
Lots of Updates & More

BA6688659
Kathy Merz
443.415.6287

BA6712574
Steven Murphy
443.627.2910

BA6702536
Chris Reda
443.627.2915

CANTON

FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

$315,000

$239,900

$310,000

Large 2BR,2.5BA
Renovation w/Parking!
Wood Floors, Exposed
Brick, Gas Fireplace,
Corian Countertops,
Roof Deck , Rear Yard,
Ceramic Tile
& Much More!

JUST REDUCED!!!
Charming 2BR,2BA
Home in Federal Hill!
Original Hardwood
Flooring, Exposed
Brick, Patio, Roof Deck,
Finished basement &
Much More!!!

Spacious 2BR,2.5BA
EOG w/Parking!
Hardwood Floors,
Exposed Brick,
High Ceilings, New
Kitchen w/ Tile Floor!
New Roof, Rec. Room &
Much More!!!

BA6699468
Debbie Kuper
410.916.6170

BA6699928
Janel Burroughs
410.350.9568

BA6722253
Kelly LeFaivre
443.540.1200
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FSK

continued from page 7

FSK is not a Title I school and, therefore, does not receive
additional federal funds, and the school sponsors only two fund
raising events each year. In order to provide exceptional educational services and make extra curricular activities and events
available to all students, regardless of their financial situation,
the administration, under the guidance of Principal Mary
Booker, has pursued grants and creative partnerships in the community. Struever Bros recently replaced the glass in all the
school windows; the Marines award scholarships to outstanding
FSK students; Timothy Mieller is a benefactor of the MOIL
program in the name of his late son, a teacher; the Maryland
Agricultural Department offers instruction in environmental
studies, Donald Fearron, a community business partner, donates
funds to recognize students for citizenship. A middle grades
partnership with the Calvert Program affords students the opportunity to work with the private Calvert School after regular
school hours and during the summers.
Eighth graders at Francis Scott Key graduated from the
STOCKS program, a partnership with Johns Hopkins University,
on May 9. During the middle school years, students participated
in this learn-and-earn program designed to develop an ability to
analyze various investment tools. They simultaneously earned
real Stocks in the Future (SIF) dollars through attendance and

June 2008

achievement in language arts and mathematics. These dollars
were used to purchase actual stocks in publicly traded companies. This year’s highest earner’s stock portfolio is worth $110
at the end of the third quarter. Students are able to redeem their
stocks when they graduate from high school and turn eighteen.
Parents are also important partners at FSK. There is an active
PTA and a separate, but equally active, Parent Engagement
Committee. In order to attract more parents and family members
to school activities, special programs are offered to showcase
student accomplishments while having fun. Most recently,
Language Arts Night and Ladies Night Out were big hits.
Mrs. Booker and her team welcome non-parental volunteers
from the neighborhood. There are opportunities for volunteers
during and after regular school hours, including tutoring, mentoring, classroom or club assistance and front office help.
Assistance with beautifying the school grounds would be especially appreciated and school and office supplies are always
needed. You can also support FSK by saving your General Mills
labels for Box Tops for Education and your Campbell’s labels
for Labels for Education. Also, you can designate FSK as shopping at Target, Office Depot, Staples for any store that has an
adopt a school program.
Contact the school office (410-396-1503) or visit their website
(www.fsk.org) for more information.
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Pet Pointers: Summer Pet Care
by Jill Shook, DMV
CityPets Veterinary Care and Wellness

T

he hot, humid days of summer are almost upon us and
we’re all looking forward to outdoor picnics, street
festivals, fireworks, and long weekends. The outdoor
activities and nice weather that we enjoy may not be so
enjoyable for our furry friends. It’s important to keep our
pet’s needs in mind during the hot summer weather.
Pets can easily become overheated and dehydrated in hot
weather. Pets should not be left in cars for any period of
time in hot weather. Make sure to limit your pet’s exercise
to early morning and late evening when the temperature is
cooler. Even then, limit the amount of activity to make sure
your pet does not become overheated. Animals are not able
to dissipate heat from their body as easily as humans can.
They pant to help give off excess heat and can sweat a small
amount from their paw pads, but that’s it. It is very easy for
animals to become overheated and suffer from heatstroke.
Heatstroke is very serious and life threatening. Symptoms
of heatstroke include weakness, labored breathing, frantic
panting, a glazed look to the eyes, vomiting, rapid heart
rate, and collapse. Any animal suspected of having heatstroke needs to be seen by a veterinarian right away.
Water, water, water!! Make sure your pet has plenty of
fresh, cool water available at all times. If you’re going on
a walk, even a short one, have water with you and offer it to
your pet often. Try walking in the shade or at least take
breaks in shaded areas during walks.
As much as we all like to show off our dogs and take them
out in public for everyone to meet, street festivals and firework exhibitions are not the place. These situations are
usually very stressful for animals and very hot, often with
little to no shade, or water, available. Please leave your
dogs at home during these events.
Of course, summer is a very popular time for us humans
to vacation so make sure your pets are taken care of too. If
you’re planning to kennel your pet make sure the vaccinations are up to date. Most boarding kennels book up
quickly in the summer so be sure to make your reservation
as far in advance as possible.
And don’t forget that heartworms, fleas, and ticks like
warm weather too. So make sure your pet is on monthly
heartworm and flea and tick prevention. Pets should be on
these preventatives all year, but make sure not to skip any
of the warmer weather months.
Have a safe and happy summer!

June 2008

11

12

LPCA

