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www.mylocustpoint.org
Locust Point Civic Association

P.O. Box 27097
Baltimore, MD 21230

(443) 987-6468

To join the LPCA email distribution list, send email to: contacts@mylocustpoint.org

Upcoming Meeting: NO MEETING IN JULY
Wednesday, August 9 at 7:30 pm  Latrobe Park Rec Center

Latrobe Cleanup Day on June 3, 2017
 Weeding + Mulching + Planting
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Important Contact Information
Maryland State Senate

Senator Bill Ferguson, District 46, Baltimore City
Miller Senate Office Building, 2 West Wing, 11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401

(410) 841-3600/(301) 858-3600
bill.ferguson@senate.state.md.us 

 
Maryland House of Delegates

Brooke Lierman, District 46, Baltimore City
House Office Building, Room 311

(410) 841-3319 or 1-800-492-7122, ext. 3319 (toll free)
brooke.lierman@house.state.md.us

Luke Clippinger, District 46, Baltimore City
House Office Building, Room 350

(410) 841-3303 or 1-800-492-7122, ext. 3303 (toll free)
luke.clippinger@house.state.md.us

Robbyn Lewis, District 46, Baltimore City 
House Office Building, Room 241

(410) 841-3772 or 1-800-492-7122, ext. 3772 (toll free)
robbyn.lewis@house.state.md.us

Baltimore City Officials
Mayor Catherine Pugh

City Hall, Room 250, 100 N. Holliday St., Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 396-3835

mayor@baltimorecity.gov
 

Council Pres. Bernard C. Young
City Hall, Rm 400, 100 N. Holliday St. Baltimore, MD 21202

(410) 396-4804
 CouncilPresident@baltimorecitycity.gov

Community Liason Liam Davis: Liam.Davis@baltimorecity.gov

Councilman Eric T. Costello
Room 527, City Hall, 100 N. Holiday St. Baltimore MD  21202 

410-396-4816
Eric.Costello@baltimorecity.gov

Mayor’s Office of Neighborhoods
100 North Holliday Street, Room 250, Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-396-4735
Mr. Linzy Jackson, III

Linzy Jackson
Liaison, Southern Neighborhoods, Youth and Education Specialist

linzy.jackson@baltimorecity.gov
443-984-2561

Baltimore City Police
Steve Ward, Southern District Police Commander

410-396-2499
Southern District Police Neighborhood Service Unit, 10 Cherry Hill Rd.

LPCA Board of Directors
President: Greg Sileo

Vice President: Harry Stinefelt

Corresponding Secretary: Ginny Rajnes

Recording Secretary: Justin Grossman

Treasurer: Sarah Swiger

Board of  Directors:
Caroline Baker Matt Farcosky
Will Jovel Kate McComiskey
Jamie Kelly Brian McHale
Damian O’Connor Caitlin Regan
John Shea Beth Terry 

Contact us:
Locust Point Civic Association
P.O. Box 27097
(443) 987-6468
www.mylocustpoint.org

To join the LPCA neighborhood email list, please 
send an email to 
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

Safety -Greg Sileo 
Safety@mylocustpoint.org

Membership - Caitlin Reagan
membership@mylocustpoint.org

Communications – Ginny Rajnes
Communication@mylocustpoint.org

Design & Review –Will Jovel
designreview@mylocustpoint.org

Social – Shannon Keedy & Caitlin Regan
social@mylocustpoint.org

Dog Park – Amanda Greene
dogpark@mylocustpoint.org

Newsletter – Damian O’Connor
Communication@mylocustpoint.org

Parks and Beautification – TBD
Communication@mylocustpoint.org

To the Point is delivered to about 1500 homes and 
businesses each issue. There is also an online edition which 
displays in color. If you are not in our delivery area or just 
want to see the current or past issues, go to the LPCA web 
page (Google search on : LPCA-Baltimore or My Locust 

Point). Click on News and then Newsletters. Newsletters are 
in PDF format - pages can be viewed or printed.

To the Point welcomes submissions of articles and photos 
that may be of interest to Locust Point readers.

Damian O’Connor, Editor   
Communication@mylocustpoint.org
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Domino Sugar Plant Tour - June 1, 2017
A small group of Locust Point residents recently took a 

guided tour of the Domino Sugar plant, one of the few major in-
dustries left in Baltimore. Its Locust Point neighbor in the Harbor 
was once the Procter and Gamble Plant, now Under Armour.

The plant processes six million pounds of cane sugar each 
day. The raw sugar arrives at the plant from large cargo ships 
which sail to Baltimore from sites around the world. Locust Point 
is ideally situated as a deep-water port of the Patapsco River with 
access to the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean. The raw sugar 
is unloaded with cranes onto conveyer belts and delivered into 
the plant where it is processed, refined, packaged and stored. The 
final products are then shipped by trucks and trains to locations 
up and down the Eastern Seaboard.

Our group was 
first given hardhats, 
hairnets, and gauze 
masks (to screen facial 
hair) before entering 
the plant. Raw sugar is 
everywhere – in the air, 
underfoot and in piles 
towering higher than 
the workers and visi-
tors. The product feels 
like very fine sand.

The plant’s interior is a mix of traditional industry with old 
machines, heavy steel doors, and steep staircases while other 
areas, particularly the packaging and shipping zones are a blur of 
high-tech computers and speedy, modern conveyor belts.  Sugar 
in every form imaginable is quickly packaged and sent on its 
way.  One of Domino’s best customers is the Hershey chocolate 
plant in Pennsylvania.

The outside physical plant has recently been spruced up. 
There is a new fence, landscaping, exterior window cleaning and 
two new signs.  One, near the entrance, says, “Made in Baltimore 
since 1922 and hangs on the new black steel fence.

Our guide, Peter O’Malley, V.P, of Corporate Relations, 

showed us the inner workings of the plant and answered our 
questions.  One fact that came out was the smoke coming from 
the plant chimney is not smoke, but steam. Some of the older 

machinery needs veteran, skilled 
maintenance to keep it humming. 
The plant operates 24/7 so all 
departments must stay active and 
busy.

Possibly the highlight of the 
tour was riding a creaky elevator 
to the 9th story of the building and 
observing the iconic, neon Domino 
Sugars sign. From that level, our 

continued on page 4
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10% off total purchase
Expires 8/31/17

Fells Point neighbors across the Patapsco and much of down-
town is in clear view as well.  This rooftop would be an excel-
lent spot to view holiday fireworks in the Inner Harbor or a visit 
from the Blue Angels in the sky over nearby Fort McHenry. The 
sign is 120 feet by 70 feet, about the size of a basketball court. 
It is made of electrified glass tubes which contain neon gas. The 

refinery has solar panels which produce enough power to run the 
sign, which has been up for over 60 years. (April 1951) The sign 
does need routine maintenance. Two slight drawbacks noted were 
that there is no back to the sign so you must face it to appreciate 
it and you can only see it well after sundown. Neither fact will 
change and the sign will continue to be a permanent part of the 
Baltimore skyline.

continued from page 3
Domino Sugar Plant
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Woodall Street Block Party  6/10/17
Recently, neighbors on Woodall Street hosted a block party, 

an event which hasn't happened there since the WWII era. After 
“stoopin” with neighbors on one lovely spring evening, the idea of 
a block party was born. 

We passed out flyers and asked for donations for burgers and 
hot dogs and before you knew it we had built a lot of excitement 
for the day.  Everyone was generous and we were able to combine 
our funds to provide everyone with food and drinks.  LP Steamers 
even pitched in and generously donated 5 cases of ice cold Natty 
Boh and some money to help buy other drinks and food.  One 
neighbor rolled out his grill and cooked all day long.  Desserts and 
sides were part of a potluck feast that satisfied all. 

We opened the party to include all of the neighbors from 
Locust Point and were happy to welcome neighbors from Fort 
Ave, Stevenson, Richardson, Harper, Cooksie and more!  The 
whole LP Steamers crew stopped by and we welcomed visits from 
the Police, Firemen and of course our mail lady!

One of the highlights of the day was the visit from Firefighters 
from the Firehouse. They started a water fight with the kids!  It was 

great seeing them get buckets of water, hoses and blasters going.  It 
ended with a HUGE water balloon fight. 

We are fortunate to have 3 musicians on our block who play 
in bands.  All day long we were able to listen to original tunes 
and covers from Rickshaw Lizard, The Unofficials and The Willie 
Selzer Band.  Their music made the young and old get up and 
dance. 

A big help was the LPCA Community Improvement Grant 
program we applied for which enabled us to pay for a moon 
bounce, kid’s activities and the permit . Thanks, LPCA! This 
helped bring together people of all walks to exchange stories and 
learn more about each other!   It was a day that truly showed what 
a great neighborhood Locust Point is!  

We’ve already said that this will certainly be an annual 
tradition!  See you next year!

Lara Faulkner (Woodall St Resident for 18 years 
/Locust Pointer for 20)
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Community News
4th ANNUAL FORT MCHENRY CRAB FEAST  - 
Saturday, July 29 - 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Enjoy delicious BBQ fare to go along with MARYLAND 
CRABS at the fourth annual Fort McHenry Crab Feast! Sip liba-
tions from Heavy Seas Brewery and Atlantic Wines; and jam to 
the tunes of the Eastport Oyster Boys…all in the shadow of the 
historic Star Fort on the grounds of Fort McHenry National 
Monument & Historic Shrine. 
$75 Adults. $45 Youth (6-20) • T $700 Reserved Tables of 10. 
For more information or to make purchase over the phone, 
please call 410-962-4290 ext. 850. 
Anyone may attend! Benefits the Friends of Fort McHenry!

Fort McHenry News: Ranger Paul Plamann started 
working at the Fort in May, 1967. He is retiring at the end of 
June after 50 consecutive years of service at Ft. McHenry. 
Ranger Paul has met seven Presidents during his years at the 
Fort. He was featured in an article in this paper in April, 2016.

FSK News: FSK continues to support Reading Partners and 
needs enthusiastic volunteers to help tutor. 
For information, contact hapduffey @ msn.com. 
FSK also encourages shoppers at Harris Teeter to link your VIC 
card to the school. Contact John Shea at jjrs10132007@gmail.
com for information

Mulberries, from Latrobe Park
Latrobe Park mulberry harvest.  We harvested about 15 pounds of fruit in 2 hours.
Ellen Worthing



July/August 2017 7

 The LPCA is considering a different format, possibly an 
on-line edition to ensure that the  paper continues. Towards 
that goal, we are interested in a new editor and staff to work 
together and guide the process. We hope to continue to share 
community information, photos, local history and Locust Point 
people and places of interest. Please contact the Association at 
communications@mylocustpoint.org if interested.

To the Point Editorial Office  

Sgt. John Martin
Survivor of Custer’s Last Stand and Locust Point Resident

There are few, if any of the tiny late 19th century brick row-
homes on Locust Point that can boast of a resident pedigree finer 
than that of No. 1321 Hull Street –once the home (c.1900-06) of 
U.S. Army Color-Sergeant John Martin (1852-1922), his wife Ju-
lia Higgins and his children. An Italian immigrant, born Giovanni 
Martini  in Sala Consilina (province of Salerno) Italy in 1852, he 
immigrated to New York City in 1873. In need of employment, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Army’s 7th Cavalry, commanded by Lt. 
Colonel George Armstrong Custer.

Sent to the Jefferson Barracks, Missouri he became a trum-
peter for Custer’s own Company H.  His moment in American 
western plains Indians culture came on June 25, 1876 along the 
Little Big Horn River in Montana when Custer’s command of 

277 troopers were suddenly confronted by some 3,000 combined 
Lakota Sioux and Northern Cheyenne Indians. 

Custer’s last written order before his command was over-
whelmed and he was killed was carried by Orderly and Bugler 
John Martini to find Major Frederick Benteen’s own command; 
“Benteen. Come on, Big Village. Be Quick, Bring Packs.” 

Newspaper accounts of the period referred to him as the 
“Custer massacre survivor”. Martin and the remaining Seventh 
Cavalry companies not riding with Custer were trapped on a 
nearby hill and fought off repeated attacks for 36 hours until their 
rescue by another U.S. Army column.

After the Indian Wars, his next military post was at Balti-
more’s own historic Fort McHenry in 1885 with the Third U.S. 
Artillery, Battery G; then Fourth Artillery, Battery D. He retired 
on January 7, 1904.  From here, his last command was with the 
U.S. Army Coastal Artillery Corps, 90th Company.

In October 1905, he attended the Holliday Street Theatre 
drama entitled “Custer’s Last Fight” whose production was less 
than accurate. The portrayal caught Martin’s attention – having 
been the sole survivor of Company H. Informing the manager of 
the inaccurate production – John Martini, the sole survivor, was 
shown the back door. The manager was simply not interested.

Interviewed several times by the Baltimore Sun, Martin 
remembered that day in 1876; “…knew that it was too late for 
the reinforcements…I looked back for a minute, and I knew my 
comrades were doomed.”

He lived with his family at 1321 Hull Street while operating 
a small soft drink-fruit stand outside the gates of Fort McHenry. 
In 1906, he moved his family to Brooklyn, New York and ob-
tained employment as a subway ticket clerk. On December 24, 
1922, he was killed by an automobile. He is buried in Cypress 
Hills National Cemetery, New York.

_______________________________
Historian Scott Sheads, lives in Locust Point and recently 

retired after 40 years from the National Park Service at 
Fort McHenry. Author of several books on the War of 1812 
and Civil War and is a well-known lecturer. His latest book is 
Chesapeake Campaigns, 1813-1815: Middle Ground of the War 
of 1812 (Osprey Books, London, 2014). He is also a volunteer 
crew & lecturer on the Pride of Baltimore II and the Maryland 
Historical Society Maritime Committee.
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2017
COUPON

OVER $500 IN SAVINGS!

HEALTH 
& BEAUTY
Bamboo Moves
Charm City Run
Dr. Lamb Dentistry
Innovision
Jazzercise
Prive Salon
Reflex Fitness
Rev Cycle
Strength Ops
Usha salon

RESTAURANTS 
& BARS
Dessert Fantasies
Diamondback 
Green Turtle
Himalayan House
Hull Street Blues
In Like Flynn
Little Havanas
LP Steamers

PET CARE
Dogma
So Bo Doggie Daycare

HOME 
& AUTO
Downtown Detailing
Scott Serafin, 
   Bay Capital Mortgage
Southmarket Cleaners
Stephen Tant Plumbing

For sale at Hull Street Blues, Earthshake, and Dessert Fantasies.
- OR -

Fill out the form below and drop with your $25 check, 
payable to LPCA,  in one of these mailboxes: 

1417 Lowman St or 1352 Towson St. We’ll deliver to your mailbox!

Order & Chaos
Snug & Evil
Southside Diner
Sweet Carolines
The Port (JR’s)
Wine Market
World of Beer

BOOK

Questions? Email fundraising@mylocustpoint.org

Barflys
Piaza
Rachel
Ruby 8
Miss Twist
Earthshake

$25.00 - GET ONE:

Name        Address      Phone number


