To The Point
A Life in Locust Point: Hope
Marston Recalls 75 years on the
Peninsula
A Community in Transition
The Locust Point of 2007 is a community in transition that continues to hold dear its traditions and history. It is a community of
people who have chosen to make it their lifelong home, and one
of the residents with the longest living memory is Hope Marston.
Known to virtually all the long-time residents of Locust Point, Marston remains active in the civic and social life of the community.
She turned 80 on December 6 and has lived in the same house in
the 1300 block of Decatur Street since she was 5 years old.
Her parents rented the house in 1931 and finally bought it
around the end of World War II. All the houses in the 1300 blocks
of Decatur and Haubert streets were owned by a company
called Carroll Realty, which was offering the houses at $1200
for an inside unit and $1500 for end-of-group, Marston recalled.
Her house was an end unit at $1500. “I pay more than that in
taxes now,” she noted. Someone
who may build there recently
purchased the vacant lot next
door, meaning Marston’s house
would no longer be on the end,
she sighed.
Almost all the homes originally
built in Locust Point had the toilet outside, said Marston. Only
in the 1300 blocks of Decatur
and Haubert did the homes
have indoor bathrooms, which
included a tub, sink, and toilet.
Those homes were also considerably wider--16 feet instead
of 12 feet--which made them
much more appealing.
Hope Marston sits on the steps of the
Immigration House, cigarette in hand,
Marston recalled that it was not
awaiting the start of a service.
until after World War II that all
the houses were required by
code to have an indoor bathroom, complete with toilet, tub, and
sink.
Until recently Locust Point was a community defined by its concentration of industrial and maritime facilities, which provided
ready access to relatively high-paying blue collar jobs. The result
of this was a stable and comfortable working class community
with a strong and cohesive identity. This is reflected in Marston’s
family history.
Marston recalled some of the businesses that provided work and
a sense of place to the people who lived in Locust Point. These
included the lumber company at Beason and Haubert streets,
and Union Brothers Furniture on Lowman and Clement streets.
At Union Brothers, furniture was built and shipped to West Street
in downtown Baltimore where it was upholstered, she said. The
Continued on page 3
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Next General Meeting Date:
Wednesday March 14, 7:30 PM

Phillips Seafood Headquarters, 1215 E Fort Ave

March Meeting Agenda
Guest Speakers:
 Maryland Feline Society & AlleyCat Allies speak
about Feral Cats & Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) program in LP (rescheduled from February meeting)
 Leaders of the Southern District Police Force,
Fire Department, and Jack Baker president of the
Southern District Police Community Relations
Council speak about crime in Locust Point
Administrative Items:
 Special Elections and Nomination Committee
 Committee Goals and Feedback
*** General Meeting Happy hour: 6:30 @ Truman’s ***
To join the LPCA news distro, send email to:
locustpointcivic_secty@msn.com

Upcoming General Meetings:
Wednesday April 11, 2007 7:30 PM at LP Rec Center
Tuesday May 8, 2007 7:30 PM at LP Rec Center *** ELECTIONS***

President’s Message

(Newsletter), Development Review, Beautification, Festival/
Social, Safety, and Kids and Schools. We are looking for your
input and would welcome any feedback or new ideas. Next,
we have an exciting opportunity for those interested in making a difference in the neighborhood and serving in a leadership position. A special election will be held to fill one vacant
seat on the Board of Directors through the May 2008 term.
Lastly, we will be forming a nomination committee in preparation for our upcoming May elections to fill 5 seats on the Board
of Directors. A little of your time can go a long way. Don’t
miss this opportunity to help shape the future of Locust Point!

Winter has finally arrived in Baltimore, bringing a blast of snow,
ice and sleet to our cars, streets and sidewalks. The cold snap
forced the cancellation of our February meeting, but we will be
back in full swing in March with a busy agenda.
In response to your concerns, the theme of our March meeting will be safety. We will have speakers from the Baltimore
City Police Department, Baltimore City Fire Department, and
Southern District Community Relations Council – sponsors of
the Citizens On Patrol safety program - to speak about crime,
offer safety tips and answer your questions.

See everyone in March.

In addition, we are excited to be moving forward with some
new ideas for 2007. We will be sharing our 2007 Goals and
Workplans for our Committees including Communications

-Paul Silberman, President

In Brief...
LPCA Social Committee hosts an Easter Egg Hunt - Bring the kids and the family to the first annual Locust Point
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 7th 10am at Latrobe Park. More info to follow at the March General Meeting
and in the neighborhood email distro.
Volunteers needed to deliver LPCA newsletters - We need help delivering newsletters to Andre and Reynolds
Streets. Please contact Susan Harrison at (410) 353-6800 if you are interested.
Defenders Youth Travel Baseball - Fundraising dance at the Knights of Columbus Hall Saturday, March 31st, 7pm
to 11pm. Tickets call 410-244-0960.
St. Patrick’s Day Party – Saturday March 17th at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 1338 Hull Street, from 7 to 12 PM.
Food, drinks and entertainment including corned beef and cabbage, potatoes, green beans, coffee, deserts, beer
and soda, and a DJ, all for $20.00 per person.
Neighborhood Safety Walks - Please join your neighbors for these upcoming Locust Point crime walks. These
walks are part of the C.O.P. program, which encourages citizens and police officers to work together to make a
difference. More info on the web at www.sdpcrc.org. Next COP date to be announced via email and at the General
meeting. You can also call the Southern District at 410-637-8848 or visit http://sdpcrc.org/copschedule.aspx
Pazza Luna restaurant is now reopened for business at the corner of Clement and Decatur Streets. Stop by and
check out the new menu! Reservations might be a good suggestion: 410-962-1212 Enjoy!!!
A Class Reunion for Our Lady of Good Counsel School Graduates is being planned for the FALL of 2007. Alumni
and spouses are welcome. Please contact Pat Hart at 410.659.7469 or Marian Bruce (Malecki) at 410-547-2750, if
you want to be added to the contact list to attend. Tickets will be sold on a first come first serve basis, so if you
want to be contacted first, please call us now!
Mothers of Preschoolers is a dynamic program designed to nurture mothers with children from infancy through
kindergarten. MOPS is a relevant and caring network, making moms better moms through trusted resources
and relationships. We would love for you to join us! MOPS meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at
Streetlite Christian Fellowship (1121 Riverside Ave.) from 10am-12noon. Various speakers/topics are presented at
each meeting. Childcare is provided during the meeting for age birth-kindergarten at the church. Please contact
the office at Streetlite Christian Fellowship with further questions at 410-539-1406.
Spring Dinner and Dance – Saturday April 14th at Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, 6:30 PM. Music by Small
Miracles. Contact Anita Doda 410-727-1068 or Janet Rossbach at 410-625-0015 to reserve your tickets.
Remember to shovel and clear your sidewalk within 3 hours after the snow stops. It’s a Baltimore City law,
and you can be fined by the city if your sidewalk is not clear. Please also remember to look out for your neighbors
- if you have an elderly, disabled or out of town neighbor, spend an extra few minutes and help them by shoveling
their walk too.
2007 LPCA Membership now available - Recent changes to the by-laws now make memberships per person,
not per household as in the past. Membership dues are now $5 per person and are for the calendar year. If you
have not paid your 2007 dues, you are not covered anymore! 2007 dues may be paid at any General meeting and
require that you are a resident of Locust Point 18 years of age or older. By becoming a member of the Locust Point
Civic Association you may vote at any General meeting on issues that affect the community and help support the
LPCA in its efforts to support the community.
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As the Axis powers rolled through Europe and mounted
sorties by air and sea against the allies, the Great War
came home to Locust Point. Although all Americans were
deeply impacted by the war, it particularly affected Locust Point, with its proximity to the port and its naval and
coast guard bases at Fort McHenry. Hope Marston, now
80, remembered how the war further united the already
tight knit community.

employees of both the furniture and lumber companies were
“almost all local,” she recalled.
Proctor and Gamble, which owned what is now Tide Point, was
in Locust Point when Marston moved in 75 years ago, she said.
Like the other large companies in the community, Proctor and
Gamble employed mostly locals and was a major force in the
neighborhood’s economic life. “[Proctor and Gamble] owned
not only the current Tide Point but also what is now owned by
Overflo,” Marston noted.
“I remember when my father worked as a grain trimmer, shoveling grain into silos,” she said. “There was an established union-the Grain Trimmers Union.” After several years he switched jobs,
moving to Philadelphia Quartz, still at its original location at Fort
and Decatur. Marston was “four or five” when that happened.
Philadelphia Quartz manufactures cleaning additive products.
Her father retired from there at age 65 after a career of 40 to 45
years, Marston recalled.
Like many local industrial plants, the Philadelphia Quartz site was
also a place for kids to play with things they really weren’t supposed to play with, said Marston. There was a rubbery byproduct
that sat in tanks outside the plant. Whatever the material was-perhaps some form of silicone--the neighborhood kids would
reach through a fence to one of the outside tanks and “grab a
handful of the stuff and make balls of it,” she mused.
Immigrants, Juke Joints, and Grocers
Down Richardson, Towson and Beason streets, where the newer
houses are now, there was farmland with apple and peach trees
when Marston was a youngster, she reminisced. “When I was
about 10 years old, a trucking company bought it,” she recalled
wistfully. The trees were cut down and replaced with a warehouse and parking lot.
In the first half of the 20th century immigrants poured into Baltimore through Locust Point, continuing an influx that began in
the late 1800s. Many would come to the seamen’s house at the
German Church and pay 10 cents a night for lodging, Marston
said. They would stay for a week or two before they went to
Philadelphia, New Jersey, or New York. While many did migrate
north, many also stayed in Baltimore. East Baltimore was a
particular haven for immigrants, Marston said. Some remained
in Locust Point. It was a community where German, Polish, and
Russian immigrants were welcome.
Locust Point, like most urban neighborhoods before the advent
of large supermarkets, had many small grocers and variety stores.
In addition to grocers, taverns--still numerous in Locust Point-were omnipresent.
“You had almost as many little grocers as gin mills,” said Marston,
lighting a cigarette. “Back in those days people went every day
to the store rather than stocking up for the whole week”, she
pointed out. “We used to have about 10 or 12 little corner grocery stores down here.”
Sadoff’s was in the 1300 block of Hull Street and carried “a little
of everything,” she noted. Directly across from Sadoff’s was Lou
and Ben’s. Harry’s was on the north side of Beason on the corner
of Hull. Karpook’s was further up the 1300 block of Hull towards
Fort. Gabrio’s was on Hull and Clement across from Joe and Jen’s
Saloon, which originally was Goetz’s (Joe and Jen took over in
the 1950s, she recalled).
Derschinger’s was another grocer, located at Cooksie and
Beason. Marston can’t remember all the names, but there was
another grocer at the corner of Andre and Beason. Her mother

“During World War II the troops would come down Hull
Street and they would wait there until they could get
on the ships,” Marston recalled. “Where the Knights of
Columbus is now located was the American Legion Hall,
where they would line up all the way down Hull Street in
jeeps, troop trucks, and tanks before deploying overseas.”
“My mother and all her friends would go down to all
the little grocery stores, which donated food, drinks,
and desserts, which all the women made up at the
Legion Hall for the soldiers,” recalled Marston.
The soldiers would file in and out of the hall to get sandwiches and drinks as they waited to deploy. “If they knew
troops were coming in, [the girls] would take off from school
that day,” she said. Marston’s family had an electric phonograph with a radio, which was a pretty big deal in those
days, and she would take that down to the Legion Hall so all
the local girls could flirt and dance with the soldiers, she remembered. “The commandant of the army sent my mother
a thank you for helping the soldiers,” Marston noted.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------HEADQUARTERS THIRD SERVICE COMMAND
UNITED STATES ARMY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

October 10, 1942
Mrs. Elizabeth Burns
1317 Decatur Street
Baltimore, Maryland
Dear Mrs. Burns,
On several occasions it has been brought to my attention that you and the ladies residing in Locust Point have
been doing some fine work for the men in the service
who pass through your section.
Major General Milton A. Reckord, the Commanding
General of the Third Service Command, has directed that
I express to you his appreciation, and may I add my own,
for your patriotic interest in the welfare of our service
men.
In accordance with our telephone conversation yesterday, I am sure that Sergeant MacConnell was able to take
advantage of the generous offer of taking care of the
men who were leaving the Induction Station.
Again assuring you of our appreciation for the fine work
which you and your ladies are doing, I am
Sincerely yours,
Richard C. O’Connell
Lt. Col., AGD
Sp Serv Br
Pers Div

Continued on page 8
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March is the month for Safety
in Locust Point

Construction & Developments
Updates

What does safety mean to you? Could it mean “freedom
from danger,” or “safe place,” or “protection from the elements?” Whatever you define safety as, the Locust Point
Civic Association is making the month of March “the safety
month.” We are committed to keeping the streets and
neighbors of Locust Point in safe hands.

Silo Point: Work is ongoing on the tower building and
garage building. Pre-sale of residential units is scheduled
to begin in the fall of 2007.
Chesapeake Paperboard: The community recently approved the proposed development plan and Planned Unit
Development legislation for the proposed 250 apartments,
110,000 square feet retail and 50,000 square feet office
Shoppes at the Fort. Final approval on the site plan and
PUD is ongoing with the City, expect construction to begin
early fall 2007.

At the March 14th meeting, we have invited members of
the Baltimore City Fire Department, Baltimore City Police
Department, and the Southern District Police Community
Relations Council, Inc. to speak about safety tips and what
you can do to help keep the neighborhood safe.
We will also hold Locust Point’s largest Citizens on Patrol
walk. Can you donate an hour or two of your time to keep
Locust Point safe? If so, please contact Melissa Martin at
(410) 625-1995 (or locustpointcivic_secty@msn.com) or
Mike McIntyre at michaelmacintyre1@hotmail.com

Andre Street Reconstruction: The contract has been
awarded by the City for the reconstruction of Andre Street
from Fort Avenue to McComas Street and is now scheduled
to begin in March 2007. Expect a 4 to 6 week temporary
closure of the railroad crossing throughout the duration of
this work.

Here are some safety tips that were provided by the Southern District Police Department:

For Home

Key Highway Extension: The tentative date for the roadway opening is early spring 2007.

•

Double cylinder deadbolt locks

•

Motion lights

•

Install alarm system and check it regularly

•

Have a plan of escape

•

Never leave spare keys in visible places

•

Call post office when leaving town to have them hold
your mail

•

Make sure your cell phone has a charged battery

•

Keep weeds, shrubbery and debris away from windows

•

Keep fences in good repair

•

Don’t provide concealment or climbing platforms for
the burglar

•

Lock up ladders and all tools that could simplify a
break-in

Richardson Street Townhomes: Six houses are nearing
completion with the final four slated for construction in
April through the summer at the intersection of Richardson
Street and Clement Street. The final four houses will not
be constructed using pre-fabricated pieces; no additional
street closures will be required.
Townes at Locust Point (Ruppert Homes): Construction continues on the first 10 of up to 70 new town homes
bounded by Beason, Lowman, Clement, and Haubert
Streets near the German Church. The first units are scheduled for summer 2007 delivery.
Only projects for which we were able to get updates provided at the time of printing were included. If there is a
project you would like more information on and do not
see, please contact psilberman2@yahoo.com and we will
include it in our next issue.

Continued on page 9
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Locust Point History Notes:
Parks and Beautification Tree
The Locust Point - Fell’s Point Ferry Steward Program Update
As early as 1813, ferryman Peter Paul operated the first
known service, likely a barge pulled by oars and tow lines,
from the end of Haubert Street to Fell’s Point. The ferry was
a popular mode of transportation that carried shoppers,
soldiers, and horses to the other side. His advertisement in
The Baltimore Whig, November 20, 1813 gave notice:

For those of you who attended the general meeting and signed
up for the tree steward programs, below are some dates picked
out for the Locust Point Tree Steward training. Even if you did
not sign up, you are welcome to come and learn about the
program and volunteer if interested. The sessions are
scheduled to take place at the Rec Center on Fort Ave.
Thursday, April 5th

FERRY BOATS.

6:00pm - 8:00pm

The Subscriber respectfully informs the public, that he has

Thursday, April 12th 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Two Ferry Boats,

Thursday, April 19th 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Nos. 1 and 2,

Thursday, April 26th 6:00pm - 8:00pm

For the purpose of ferrying persons across the river,
and on board vessels.

The program also includes two Saturday sessions, which
will be held outside, on April 14th from 10:00am to
12:30pm and April 21st from 9:00am to 12:30pm.

At Mr. Garden’s House, there is a colour flying from
morning until night; any person wishing to cross will please

If you have questions or want to sign up, please contact
Charles Newcomb at Cnewcomb@akehurst.com or at 410538-4018.

to pull the colour down, and as soon as they see the Boat
coming, hoist it up again. Ferriage 12 ½ cents, children free.
PETER PAUL,
Lower and County wharf Fell’s Point.
During the War of 1812, a temporary pontoon bridge
connected the points to allow militia and federal soldiers
quicker access to defend Fort McHenry.
In 1868, Peter Paul’s site operation was replaced by the
Broadway-Locust Point Steam Ferry Company with sidewheel steam-powered ferries. The S.W. Smith, Samuel W.
Tagart and Howard W. Jackson continued operating the
4-minute crossing, a popular route for industry workers
in Locust Point. The ferries also served the North German
Lloyd Lines immigration Pier 9 at the end of Andre Street
for access to Baltimore.

A Piece of Baltimore History Found in Florida: This picture of a brick in the
back patio was taken at Ernest Hemingway’s house in Key West. The brick reads
“Baltimore Block W. P. B. Co.”. According to the Locust Point Historical Project,
the acronym “W.P.B.” does not match any of the Locust Point brickworks known
to the LPHP. But if they had to hazard a guess, they would say it stands for
“Westport Paving Brick Co.” as they have seen the company’s name mentioned
in tax records c.1914.

In the post Civil War era, the days of the ferry service were
vanishing. Even the horse-drawn-omnibuses (wagons) that
pulled along Fort Avenue had given way to the No. 1 Baltimore trolley line to Locust Point, the bus line that still runs
today under the Maryland’s Mass Transit Authority.
By the early 1920’s with fares of 10 cents, the construction
of paved roads, and the increased usage of motor vehicles,
the ferry service began to decline. On January 1, 1939, the
Howard W. Jackson departed the end of Haubert Street and
made its last trip to Fell’s Point ending a long tradition of
ferry service.

State Farm®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Today, the historic early services of ferryman Peter Paul
continue with Ed Kales Water Taxi Service (ext. c.1977),
again from the foot of Haubert Street to Fell’s Point.

Tom Nash

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Agent

Scott Sheads

454 E. Fort Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21230
Bus: 410-727-4545 Fax: 410-528-9434

Historian, Fort McHenry National Monument & Historic Shrine
National Park Service
Further Reading: Chesapeake Bay by Robert H. Burgess (Tidewater Publishers, Centreville Md., 1963)

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
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Recycling with Roz

•
Oil or enamel based paint
•
Stains and finishes
•
Paint thinners and turpentine
•
Paint strippers and removers
•
Photographic chemicals
•
Fixatives and other solvents
•
Degreasers
Other Flammable Products
•
Propane & other compressed gas cylinders
•
Kerosene
•
Home heating oil
•
Diesel fuel
Miscellaneous
•
Single Use Batteries
•
Mercury thermostats
•
Fluorescent light bulbs
•
Smoke detectors
•
Driveway sealer
•
Fire Extinguishers
Waste from hazardous products pollutes our lakes, rivers,
streams and wells. If a product label has the words Poison,
Danger, Warning or Caution on it, you can bet it needs to be
taken to Polytechnic Institute, located at the intersection of
Cold Spring Lane and Falls Road on Saturday April 28 from
9:00am - 3:00pm or Sunday April 29 from 11am – 4:00pm.

The long-awaited spring is in
the air… Time to think about
cleaning house! While reorganizing and disposing of unwanted or unused items, keep
in mind that at the end of
April, Baltimore is once again
having its Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off.
Everyone knows that both
paint and paint thinner are
considered hazardous waste,
but here’s a more comprehensive list of products that also need to be taken to the
Hazardous Waste Drop-Off location for proper disposal:
Cleaning Products
•
Oven Cleaners
•
Drain Cleaners
•
Wood & metal cleaners and polishes
•
Toilet cleaners
•
Tub, tile, shower cleaners
•
Bleach (laundry)
•
Pool chemicals
Automotive Products
•
Motor Oil
•
Fuel Additives
•
Carburetor & fuel injection cleaners
•
Air conditioning refrigerant
•
Starter fluids
•
Automotive batteries
•
Transmission and brake fluid
•
Antifreeze
•
Gasoline & unwanted fuels
•
Used oil filters
•
Used Tires (tires can also be dropped off any time
Mon-Sat 9-5 @ 701 Reedbird. Phone: 410-396-3367)
Lawn and Garden Products
•
Herbicides
•
Insecticides
•
Fungicides/wood preservatives
•
Fertilizers
Medical
•
Mercury Thermometers
•
UNUSED OR OUTDATED MEDICATIONS
Indoor Pesticides
•
Ant sprays and baits
•
Cockroach sprays and baits
•
Flea repellents and shampoos
•
Bug sprays
•
Houseplant insecticides
•
Moth repellants
•
Mouse & rat poisons and baits
Workshop/Painting Supplies
•
Adhesives and glues
•
Furniture strippers
March 2007

Recycle Reminder
Recycling days in LP for March & April
Important Note: Please secure your
recyclables so the wind doesn’t turn them
into litter!
Bottle, Can and Jar Days:
Monday, March 12 and 26
Monday, April 9 and April 23
Bottles and cans included are glass and plastic bottles, tin
cans and metal cans. Remember to remove all caps.
NOTE: While blue or transparent bags are preferred, we can also
put our recyclables in bags of other colors or set them out in bins.
Be sure the containers are easily identifiable so they don’t get
confused with trash.

Paper Days:
Friday, March 9 and March 23
Friday, April 13 and April 27
Included are white/colored paper, cardboard, newspaper,
magazines, books, catalogs, phone books, folders, and envelopes.
Remember to remove all paper clips, staples and rubber bands.
Paper can be placed in paper bags, boxes or bundled up.
Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Days.
Get rid of all the hazardous waste lying around in your
basement. Check Recycling with Roz for a comprehensive
list of products needing this special disposal.
Drop off is at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, Cold Spring
Lane and Falls Road.
Saturday, April 28, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and Sunday,
April 29, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
This only happens twice a year, so take advantage of it!
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work as an accountant for PHH Leasing, which leased commercial
and personal vehicles. There she stayed for 38 years, working most
of that time at their downtown office before the company moved
to Hunt Valley in the 1970s. “They were a good company. They
didn’t want me to leave. When I retired they got two people to do
the job I used to do. They treated me well,” said Marston.
At about age 18, Marston started playing volleyball. “We practiced
at the YMCA on Franklin Street downtown and played down the
park [Latrobe].” Although it was a women’s league, there were
sometimes coed matches at the local and regional tournaments.
Marston said she became known as “a spiker”--someone good at
jumping up and hitting the ball hard down and over the net--and
loved the game and the travel that went with it.
“You traveled all over. You had to join the South Atlantic Conference, but our team was [called] the Locust Pointers,” she remembered. After a tournament was over they often had parties
where members of both the men’s and women’s teams would
mingle. Their team traveled to Texas, Hawaii, California, Utah,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island,
and Canada, as well as all over Maryland. The opportunity for
these trips occurred only if the Locust Pointers won three “local
tournaments,” said Marston, which, in their case, referred to any
tournament in the South Atlantic Conference.
A couple of times they went to military bases--once at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, and once at Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland--to help the soldiers prepare for tournaments. The women
enjoyed the opportunity to meet men this way, she noted.
The Locust Pointers were good. “At one time we were the top
rated women’s team on the East Coast,” Marston recalled proudly.
Her sisters Sissy and Doot also played. Sissy stayed with it almost
as long as Hope, while Doot stopped earlier right after having
her first child.
Marston was married twice. She met her first husband, Sag
Meyer, in kindergarten at Locust Point. When they got older, they
went together, off and on, and finally got married when Hope
was 20. They had no children and divorced after several years.
She married again in her late 20s, to Pete Marston, and had one
daughter, Star Heather, at which time Hope took a four-year
break from volleyball. Star’s nickname became “Nuncie”--derived
from the word “nunner”--which Marston said was at the time a
slang word for a pacifier.
Star, now 50, still lives in Locust Point with her husband and 17year-old son, Matthew. Her daughter, also named Star Heather,
is 24 and has a child of her own, Peyton, who will be two this
March. She lives outside Baltimore.
“I love being a grandmother and a great grandmother because
you can send ‘em back at the end of the day,” Marston smiled.
-- Story by Richard Karel

Continued from page 3

liked Lou’s and Derschinger’s, said Marston.
“The big deal was when we got the American Store,” Marston
said. It was in the middle of the 1300 block of Hull Street and
was “four or five times the size” of the little grocers. When it
finally closed, a laundromat replaced it. Marston can’t remember
how long the American Store was there but knows it persisted
through World War II.
The one Jewish grocer in the neighborhood was located at Fort
and Cooksie where the Himalayan grocer and carryout now sits.
Morganstern’s Pharmacy was located at Fort and Hull, where an
HVAC contractor is now located. She recalled how “Doc” Metz
would lance boils, fix various preparations for athletes foot, eye
sties and any of a range of minor ailments, all of which he would
take care of on the spot. In many ways, he was a stand-in for the
family doctor.
Across from the pharmacy was Gallagher’s, which sold ice cream
and other confections. The neighborhood had its own contained social and economic life and was comfortable and safe, said Marston.
“You could walk out any time of the day or night and there was
always something going on at Latrobe Park.” Dances were held
for youngsters from age 10 to high school on the tennis courts
by Ms. Stapler, who was later replaced by Ms. Dubow.
Kids also hung out at McDermott’s and Andy’s, said Marston.
McDermott’s was where the little carryout and convenience store
is now at the corner of Fort and Andre. It was a confectionary
store with a jukebox. The real treat for kids, however, was that
one of the employees kept a drum set at the back of the store
and would accompany the juke box live as the kids danced to
the juke box and drums. “When you were a kid, anything live was
good,” Marston nodded. At Andy’s, another confectionary store,
there was also a jukebox where kids would go and dance.
“There always were a lot of kids your age to hang out with. We
would get a Victrola and go down to Hot Dog John’s, get French
Fries and gravy, and then go down to the old school and dance.”
The Victrola was hand cranked, she noted, so they didn’t have to
worry about an extension cord.
The Star Fort Inn, a brick building located near the entry to Fort
McHenry, was the “dance hall for adults,” said Marston. Rupert
Denney of Steinweg Corporation for office space now owns the
building.
From Spiker to Grandmother
Marston’s parents, born in Baltimore, were of Irish and Scottish
ancestry. At age five she went to kindergarten. “Back then you
had low and high,” she recalled. This refers to the school calendar
being divided into two classes per year, one starting in September, the other in February.
Key Elementary and Middle School was located as it is today,
on Fort Avenue, although the original building has since been
replaced.
She had three brothers and two sisters. Hope is the baby of the
family. Her brothers, Jimmy and Georgey, are dead. Her brother
Joseph, 86, lives in Petersburg, Virginia. Her sister Eveline, whom
everyone calls “Sissy,” is 84 and lives just down the street from
Marston. Her other sister, Delores, 82, whom everyone calls
“Doot,” lives in Ferndale near Linthicum. Hope sees her often during services at the German Church.
Their mother died in 1988 at age 72, their father in the 1960s at
age 71.
When Marston was older, she worked for a lumber company located where CSX offices off Fort and Andre now stand. She then took
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Parks and Beautification Update

Continued from page 5

For Vehicle

Street Trees:
We will have sign up sheets at the next LPCA General
Meeting for those who want a street tree planted in front
of their home. Baltimore City and the Parks and People
Foundation have set a goal of increasing the city’s tree
canopy by 40%, so now is the time to try to get that tree
you’ve always wanted planted in front of your house.
Some details still need to be worked out (who removes
the excavated concrete, how much will the trees cost,
and who plants them, etc.), but I’m sure these details will
be resolved soon. Come to the next General Meeting to
learn more information about this great program.

•

Remove keys from the ignition and take them with
you

•

Never leave extra sets of keys in car

•

Do not leave valuables in your car

•

Park in populated, well-lit areas

•

Close windows and sunroof

•

Lock car and doors

•

Use steering wheel lock

•

Install audible alarm or kill switch

We also encourage you, our neighbors, to become a part of
the Crime Watch program which would allow reporting of
suspicious or illegal activity in your community anonymously. The Crime Watch form can be downloaded by going to
our Southern District website @ www.sdpcrc.org, clicking
on Operation Crime Watch, and scrolling to the bottom of
the page to print the application. Once completed, mail
the application to Southern District c/o Baltimore Police
Department at 242 W. 29th St. Baltimore, Maryland 21211
and we mail the application back with your Crime Watch
number. This message is directly from the Baltimore City
Police Department “Remember- It’s Better To Call Us And
Not Need Us, Than To Need Us And Not Call Us!”

New Trash Cans and Dog Stations:
The LPCA submitted a grant request to the Baltimore City
Department of Recreation and Parks for funding of new
trash cans and dog waste receptacles in our park and we
expect a response soon. You might remember that the
community approved using $5,000 of LPCA funds for the
purchase of these items at the November meeting, so
assuming we are awarded a grant, we will be able to put
that $5,000 towards another park project, such as.....
An Off-leash Dog Area:
We will be having a committee meeting on Tuesday
March 20th to discuss the idea of an off-leash area and
some of the details, including where, how big, what kind
of fence, is there a fee for use, etc. There will be plenty of
discussion, so if you are interested in participating in this
neighborhood conversation, please come to the meeting.
The meeting time and place will be announced at the
March 14th General Meeting and on the LPCA web site.

(Thank you to Ofc. Dena T. Roney for this month’s tips!)

Looking for a local Realtor®?

Coming Up This Spring:
 A wine tasting event to raise money for flowering
perennial containers on Fort Avenue. The event time
and place is TBA.

Stuart Satosky

 Things are moving again on the LaTrobe Park bath
house renovation project. We have found some
architects who will be putting together the 2 options
discussed at our meeting last September and submitting them to our committee for our review. Look for a
community association discussion in April.
VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED FOR THE VARIOUS
PROJECTS - PLEASE EMAIL ME AT Cnewcomb@akehurst.
com or call me at 410-538-4018. Thanks!

Long time Locust Point resident
Experienced in residential & commercial sales

“Your best interest is my main interest!”

Be sure a windy
day doesn’t take your recyclables
and blow them all away!
March 2007

Stuart Satosky
410-409-2448

Office:
410-752-1050

A member of the
Ron Zimmerman Team of Inde pendent Realtors®
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Pet Pointers: The Facts About
Leptospirosis

are associated with more serious illness.
Leptospirosis vaccines have historically been associated with
vaccine reactions more often than vaccines given for other
diseases. Vaccine reactions are typically mild and include
lethargy and decreased appetite for 1-2 days. More severe
reactions include vomiting, diarrhea, facial swelling, and
hives on the skin. Anaphylactic reactions, though rare, can
occur and require immediate attention. If your dog has any
history of vaccine reactions, please tell your veterinarian so
the best course of action can be decided.

In December of 2006 there was an area news report about
a disease called Leptospirosis. As a result, our office and
several other veterinary clinics all over the city began receiving phone calls from concerned dog owners wanting more
information. I wanted to take the opportunity in this article
to educate pet owners about this disease and what we have
been seeing in our area.
Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease that typically affects the
liver and kidneys. The bacteria can be carried by rats and
other mammals. Infected and recovered “carrier” dogs can
also serve as a source of infection. Ingestion of infected
urine or objects contaminated with infected urine is the
most common mode of transmission. However, the bacteria
can also penetrate mucous membranes and abraded skin.
Symptoms typically appear 4-12 days after infection and
include fairly non-specific signs such as fever, lethargy, and
not eating. Because the kidneys are often affected, increased
drinking and urination are often observed, as well as vomiting and diarrhea. Dogs can become jaundiced indicating
liver failure. There are hemorrhagic forms of the disease as
well; blood can be visible in urine, vomitus, and stool. Bruising and areas of hemorrhage may also be seen on the skin,
gums, and white part of the eyes. Infection with Leptospirosis can be subclinical (no symptoms) to life threatening.

Most of the confirmed cases of Leptospirosis have occurred
in the 21224 zip code. All cases were in unvaccinated dogs.
All infected dogs were positive for L. icterohemmoragiae,
which is included in the available vaccine. However some
dogs were also positive for L. bratislava or L. autumnalis,
neither of which is covered in the available vaccine. To
my knowledge no definitive source of infection has been
pinpointed. Certainly it is likely that rats are serving as the
source of infection. However, dogs or other mammals carrying the disease could also be a source of infection.

Making a definitive diagnosis of Leptospirosis can be difficult because the symptoms are not specific to this disease
alone. There is no one definitive laboratory test either.
Blood testing to look at liver and kidney values, white and
red blood cell counts and platelet levels is often done. There
are also blood tests to check the level of antibody (antibody
titer) a dog has made against the different strains of Leptospirosis. The blood tests are used in combination with clinical signs and examination findings to help make a diagnosis
of Leptospirosis.

Leptospirosis can be transmitted from animals to people. If
you are dealing with an animal that has any possibility of
being infected you should wear gloves when cleaning any
areas that may have been soiled. You should not let the
animal’s urine contact your skin and any areas where the animal may have soiled should be cleaned with diluted bleach.

Because the previously available Leptospirosis vaccines only
offered limited protection and because vaccination was often associated with reactions, a lot of veterinarians stopped
offering the vaccine. Many veterinarians, including myself,
have reevaluated their vaccination protocols and have started offering and recommending vaccination for Leptospirosis
based on the recent increase in the number of cases.

I certainly hope this article has been helpful in giving you
some concrete facts on Leptospirosis. If you have any questions regarding vaccination for your pet, you should contact
your veterinarian. You can also visit www.veterinarypartner.
com for more basic information on Leptospirosis.

Once an animal has been diagnosed, hospitalization and
intensive treatment are usually required. Antibiotics are
started as soon as possible to clear the blood of infection.
Prolonged antibiotic therapy is continued in the recovery
period to clear the organism from the kidneys and urine so
the dog does not become a carrier.

Thank you,
Jill Shook, DVM
CityPets Veterinary Care and Wellness
www.citypets.myvetonline.com

It is important to understand that there are several different serovars, or strains, of Leptospirosis. Historically vaccines only offered protection against the two serovars that
were more commonly associated with infection (L. canicola
and L. icterohemorrhagiae). In the past several years other
serovars of Leptospirosis have been seen in infected animals
and have become more prevalent. These serovars include
L. pomona, L. grippotyphosa, L. autmnalis, and L. bratislava.
There is a recently developed vaccine for Leptospirosis that
vaccinates against four serovars (L. canicola, L. icterohemorrhagiae, L. pomona, and L. grippotyphosa). It is important to
understand that no vaccine is 100% effective and there are
still other serovars of Leptospirosis not covered by this vaccine. The vaccine was developed to offer protection against
the serovars seen most often in dogs, and the serovars that
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We Love Our Water And So Does
Men’s Health Magazine

Locust Point Civic Association
Newsletter Advertising Information

The 1.8 Million people in Baltimore City and County served
by the City’s drinking water take heart!

The Locust Point Civic Association distributes to over 1300
households and places newsletters in a number of businesses in
Locust Point.

According to a study in the current edition of Men’s Health,
Baltimore, along with 10 other major cities, scored an “A”,
placing us in the top tier for having the best drinking water
in the country. According to the study, all one hundred
ranked cities had perfectly safe drinking water, but not-surprisingly to us, Baltimore’s water is among the very, VERY
best.

Your ad will not only help advertise your business to Locust
Point residents---it will also help the civic association with the
work they do. Thanks in advance for your support.
Checks should be made payable to Locust Point Civic Association. Please contact us for payment address. Advertising
deadlines are the 20th of each month. EPS formats are preferred
but PDF’s and TIFF’s are acceptable. Please email sjharrison1@
comcast.net or call Susan (410) 353-6800 to buy an ad or for
further information.

According to Men’s Health, the ranking is based on recent
data regarding levels of arsenic, lead, haloacetic acids and
total trihalomethanes, and total coliform bacteria, as well
as the number of EPA violations for each water system from
1995 to 2005. The article points out that the nation’s ”water
supply is generally first rate,” and that “all the water supplies came in below the EPA’s Maximum Contaminant Levels
(MCLs)….”

Advertising Rates
$25
		

(3.7” W x 2.5” H)

$50

The magazine also notes that consumers should be wary of
disreputable water-testing companies trying to sell you a
product because your “water might be contaminated”. WE
know better!

1/8 page (business card size)
1/4 page ad

		

Option A: 7.5” W x 2.5” H

		

Option B: 3.7” W x 5” H

$100

1/2 page ad

		

Option A: 7.5” W x 5” H

		

Option B: 3.7” W x 10” H

$200

Full-page ad (7.5” W x 10” H)

Non Profit rates are $17, $30, $65 and $120 respectively.

LPCA Board
of Directors

President:

Paul Silberman
Vice President:
Sarah Clarkson
Corresponding Secretary:
Melissa Martin

locustpointcivic_secty@msn.com

410-625-1995

Recording Secretary:
Ben Piccone
Treasurer:
Jeff Link
Directors:
Kathy Carroll
Shannon Cavaliere
Yvonne Keller
Mark Lauer
Adam Lesniowski
Pat Marshall
Colleen Martin-Lauer
Brian Mastervich
Dusty Smith-Erickson
Tony Vittoria

-- NEW Website advertising --

LPCA
Committees

We are now offering a special on ads for our new website, www.
mylocustpoint.org. Introductory rates are $25 for 6 months.
Please supply a 203 pixels W x 67 pixels H (2.819 inches by .931
inches) in .jpg or .gif format ONLY.

Communications : Acting Yvonne Keller
410-727-0522 or ymkeller@gmail.com

Sub Committee
Website : Glen Doss
glendoss@gmail.com

Please put your trash out in a timely fashion

Design Review : Brian Mastervich

410-783-0101 or brianmastervich@ccl-eng.com

Please use a metal or heavy duty trash can.

Sub Committee
Traffic and Parking : Paul Silberman

We don’t want un-invited guests to have a party
in your trash!

410-752-4774 or psilberman2@yahoo.com

Please take your can home after trash collection

Festival & Social Committee : Sarah Clarkson
410-783-0013 or sarahclarkson33@hotmail.com

Sub Committee
Fundraising : Colleen Martin-Lauer

410-547-8884 or colleen@martinlauer.com

Green Thumb Tips

Membership : Lynne Mastervich
410-783-0101

Spring is Coming

Beautification and Parks : Charles Newcomb
443-463-8490 or Cnewcomb@akehurst.com
Sub Committee
Garden Club : Jack Frederick

Spring is coming and it’s time to start looking for
outdoor plant and flower containers for the front of
your house or roof-top deck. Make sure they are at
least 21” wide and 24” high, as they need plenty of
weight to withstand the heat of the summer and the
winter cold. Fiberglass or terra cotta are the best bet
- and make sure they have drainage holes!

Safety/ Citizens On Patrol : Mike MacIntyre
michaelmacintyre1@hotmail.com
Elections and Nominations : Open
Kids and Schools : Ron Brack

March 2007
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Presenting Locust Point
Currey Real Estate Group

1210 Light Street, Federal Hill
(o) 410-727-4644 (c) 410-336-5244
chris.currey@longandfoster.com
www.CurreyRealEstateGroup.com
Agents: Chris Currey, Judith Grauer,
Tom Atwood and Key-Key von Lange

1352 Cooksie Street, Locust Point

5 Residential Building Lots:

3 Year Old Home!
2BR, 2/2BA with 3 levels of living space,
2MBR’s, 2 level roof deck with water and city
views and Parking!
**Offered for $299,900.00* *

•
•
•
•

1312 Andre Street - SHELL
•
•
•
•
•

Including plans and approvals
Being sold at Record Plat
Hot Location!!!
Call for more details!

1425 Beason Street,
Locust Point

Already gutted
Plans and approvals for a large 2 story
addition.
Basement already dug out and ready to be
finished as a 3rd living level.
OFF STREET PARKING!!
Being offered at $200,000.00

Charming 2BR, 2BA with high ceilings,
lots of sun light , hardwood floors, exposed
brick and spacious back yard with patio.
A Must See!!
**Offered for $329,900.00**
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