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Luca’s Cafe Fills a Void for Casual Comfort Food
By Megan Haddock

T

he interior of Luca’s Café is warm and welcoming, even though there are still no chairs and tables
yet. The Café occupies the former site of Truman’s
Bar and retains some of the nicer elements of the place.
The long, wooden bar has been stripped and re-coated
with a thick layer of polyurethane, so shiny that it still
looks wet. I can’t tell if the woodwork and the cabinets
have been refinished, or just given a good scrubbing,
but next to the exposed brick wall they gleam.
I tell Chris Maler, co-owner of the restaurant, that
I particularly like the ceiling. For those of you who
remember, the dropped ceiling was stained and ugly,
and sometimes required a bucket to catch the drips.
Luca’s raised the ceiling and now the narrow Café
feels suddenly roomier.
Chris Maler is a Baltimore native and has lived on
Woodall Street right here in Locust Point for five
years. Luca’s Café is named for his son, who shares the
name with co-owner Lando Orsino’s son. Orsino is
also a co-owner of Mathew’s Pizza near Patterson
Park, pizza known for its thick doughy crust and buttery flavor.
Luca’s Café will also serve pizza, but Maler is
quick to point out that this café is going to draw its
inspiration from Europe. Their pizza will have a thin
crust and lighter toppings. Initially, Maler and Orsino
had hoped to install a brick oven to cook the pizzas,
but as Maler explains, "When we started doing the
math, we realized that the kitchen was too small to
hold both a brick oven and the other equipment we
need to cook other food."
The draft menu is not extensive, but seems carefully balanced between standard fare, comfort food
(crab cakes anyone?), and the chef’s personal creations
(gnocchi!), which means almost everyone should be
able to find something they will like to eat. In addition
to pizza, Luca’s will serve appetizers, salads, entrees
and dessert. Especially tantalizing are two of the des-

serts at the end of the menu. First, fondue fried dough,
and the second is a teaser: "chocolate of the day."
Speaking of something for everyone, Maler tells

continued on page 10
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To join the LPCA email distribution list, send email to:
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

*** URGENT - SPECIAL MEETING ***

To discuss the FURTHER EXPANSION of the Tide Point Campus
Wednesday, March 5, 7:30 p.m. • Knights of Columbus Hall, Hull Street
For Details, see flyer on page 3

President’s Message

Next General Meeting Date:

has finally arrived in Baltimore, bringing a
W inter
blast of cold, ice and sleet to our cars, streets and
sidewalks. Luckily, we were able to hold our

Wednesday, March 12, 7:30 p.m.
Location: Rec Center
Tentative Agenda:
• Cliff Sawyer, Mayor’s Office of
Neighborhoods
• Tide Point Task Force update
• Spring planting update

February meeting between the storms.
At the meeting, we found out about a couple of great
events happening around the Peninsula this winter and
spring, including the School 33 Art Fundraiser and the
South Baltimore Learning Center Gala Fundraiser. We
also heard from the SoBo Sports League, got an update
on the Key Highway Beautification project, and heard
from a couple of our Southern District Police Officers.
For those of you interested in making a difference
and serving in a leadership position, our May elections
are just around the corner. There will be 10 seats – 5
Board positions and 5 Officers including president, vice
president, treasurer, recording secretary and corresponding secretary are open for eligible candidates. We are also
looking for a Nominations Committee chair to spearhead
this effort. A little of your time can go a long way. Don’t
miss this opportunity to help shape the future of Locust
Point!
In our March meeting, we will welcome Mr. Cliff
Sawyer, the new liaison from the Mayor’s Office of
Neighborhoods. In addition, we will be discussing our
plans for some spring planting events in the park and
around the community.
See everyone in March.

Upcoming General Meetings:
Wednesday, April 9, 7:30 p.m.

Location: Knights of Columbus,
Hull Street

LPCA Board of Directors

President: Paul Silberman
Vice President: Sarah Clarkson
Corresponding Secretary: Colleen Wolfe
Recording Secretary: Ben Piccone
Treasurer: Teresa Alcorn
Directors:
Cheryl Duffey
Laura Faulkner
Yvonne Keller
Mark Lauer
Brian Mastervich
Charles Newcomb
Chris Palazzi
Dusty Smith-Erickson
Tony Vittoria
Barbara Wilson

–Paul Silberman, President

LPCA Committees

Communications: Colleen Wolfe
Subcommittee, Website: Glen Doss
Design Review: Brian Mastervich
Subcommittee, Traffic: Paul Silberman
Festival and Social: Sarah Clarkson
Subcommittee, Fundraising: Colleen Martin-Lauer
Membership: Lynne Mastervich
Beautification and Parks: Charles Newcomb
Subcommittee, Garden Club: Jack Frederick
Safety/COP: Charles Webster, Chris Ritsch
Kids and Schools: Ron Brack
Nominations and Elections: Open
Contact us:
Locust Point Civic Association
P.O. Box 27097
www.mylocustpoint.com
Have a question? You can get in contact with any of our board
members or committee chairmen by sending an email to:
contacts@mylocustpoint.com
To join the LPCA neighborhood email list, please send an email to
contacts@mylocustpoint.com
Editorial and advertising submissions for To The Point are due the
15th of the month prior to the next issue. Send submissions to
contacts@mylocustpoint.com
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URGENT!

Do you want a 60% increase in residential units and
more than an 60% increase in office space
in Locust Point?
Do you want 3 high rise apartment buildings
in our neighborhood?
Your input, opinions and attendance is needed at a

SPECIAL MEETING

to discuss plans by Streuver Brothers for a major
redevelopment of the Tide Point Property

March 5, 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus, Hull Street

Streuver Brothers’ current plan includes
3 apartment buildings (26-story, 12-story,
and 8-story) to be built at the end of
Beason Street near Christ Church.
The buildings will house more than 1,000 apartments,
mostly efficiency-style and one-bedroom.
March, 2008
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In Brief...

Don’t forget to clean up after your pet – This is a friendly reminder to please clean up after your pet
when you are out walking Fido. Dog feces left behind makes our neighborhood dirty, smelly and unsanitary. If you are in Latrobe Park you can find doggie stations stocked with plastic bags located throughout
the park. If you are walking around the neighborhood, please remember to bring along bags. Please do
your part to keep Locust Point clean!
Spring Fest - E&R United Church of Christ, Beason Street and Decatur Street, will be having their Spring
Fest on Saturday, March 1 from 10am until sell out. Food and crafts, soup hot dogs, bow ties, candy.
SBLC Gala – The South Baltimore Learning Center’s annual gala will be Saturday, March 8, 7 – 11:30
p.m. at the Montgomery Business Park, 1800 Washington Blvd. This year’s theme is Baltimore Bandstand.
Black tie optional or ‘50s and ‘60s attire. For info or tickets, call 410-625-4215, ext. 103. or email
Sbrantley@southbaltimorelearns.org.
Locust Point Kids Group - Announcing a great new way for families with kids get to know each other.
We have created an email group called locustpointkids on Yahoo. It is open to anyone in Locust Point with
kids of any age. How it works: Just send an email to locustpointkids-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. You
can use the list to organize play dates, meet other parents, trade information on childcare, pediatricians,
schools, kid-related events, etc. Don’t worry about privacy, your email address and messages are not public
and can be seen only by other members.

Committee Updates

Membership: Memberships for 2008 for the
Locust Point Civic Association are now being sold at
all general meetings. Cost is $5 per person. You must
be a Locust Point resident, not just a property owner,
to be eligible for membership. Please be advised that
you are not eligible to vote for any motions unless
you are a dues-paying member. Please see Lynne
Mastervich at the next general meeting or email her at
lmcmeans@mindspring.com.

Hanover St) from 6-9pm. There will be drink specials, beer pong, and raffle items as well as members
of the committee guest bartending (go ahead and
order a complicated drink to put us to the test!). Make
sure to attend because it’s always a really fun time.
(unfortunately, no dogs allowed). As always, check
out www.locustpointdogpark.org for upcoming meetings, events, and other information.

Design Review: McHenry Row (former

Communications/Newsletter: The deadline for

Chesapeake Paperboard site) has started construction
of the site utility work, entrance from Key Highway
and the westernmost parking garage structure. The
name of the grocer anchor will be announced soon.
REMINDER - The city recommends that any major
additions to individual properties or proposed property subdivisions be submitted to the community association prior to any public hearings. Please submit
plans to LPCA P.O. Box 27097, Baltimore, MD
21230 or by contacting Brian Mastervich at bmastervich@mindspring.com.

ads and editorial content for the newsletter is the 15th
of the preceding month. If you would like to submit
anything for the newsletter or if you’d like something
posted on the LPCA website, please email Colleen
Wolfe at wolfe.colleen@gmail.com.

Safety: Citizens on Patrol walks for Locust Point
are held the third Wednesday of every month. The
next COP walk will be March 19 at 7:00 p.m. Meet at
Himalayan House. The walk will not occur if the temperature dips below freezing. Dogs are always welcome as long as they are leashed.

Nominations and Elections: The Nominations
committee is loking for dedicated and hard working
neighbors to run for open positions on the LPCA
Board of Directors. Positions that are open are president, vice president, recording secretary, corresponding secretary, and five directors. Please see
Nominations Chairman Charlie Newcomb at the general meetings or email contacts@mylocustpoint.org.

Dog Park: The February 2 park cleanup was very

successful. It will get easier and easier as time goes
on. A big thank you to all the volunteers. Join the
Dog Park committee for the next cleanup on March 1
at 10am. Meet at steps at the entrance to the park.
We will be hosting another Yappy Hour fundraiser on
Thursday, March 13th at the No Idea Tavern (1649
4
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FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

$549,900

$269,000

$249,000

Gorgeous 3BR,2FB,2HB
Home w/Garage
Finished Basement
Granite Counter, Crown
Molding, High Ceilings
& Much More!
Located in the Heart of
Federal Hill!

Fantastic 2BR,2BA
Home
Finished Basement,
Hardwood Floors,
Exposed Brick, Custom
Cabinetry, Open Floor
Plan, Roof Deck &
Private Yard!

Beautiful 2BR,2.5BA
Town Home
on quiet street in
Federal Hill!
Parking Pad, Exp. Brick,
Open Floor Plan
Laminate Floors,
Fire Place & More!

BA6639989
Kathy Merz
443.415.6287

BA6628903
Chris Reda
443.627.2915

BA6603549
Kathy Merz
443.4156287

HARBORVIEW

CANTON

FEDERAL HILL

$1,250,000

$349,900

$499,000

Gorgeous 2BR,2.5BA
Condo!
Singapore Model
Spectacular Views of City
& Water! 2 Car secure
Parking,3 Balconies,
Health Club, Spa & Pools
Resort Style Living!

Gorgeous 2BR,2.5BA
Town Home w/Parking!
Exposed Brick, Granite,
SS Appliances, Finished
Basement, Ceramic Tile,
Pocket Doors, Roof
Deck , Hardwood
Floors & More!

Sensational 3BR,2.5BA
Loft Style End of Group!
Chefs Kitchen w/Island
SS appliances,
Hardwood Floors
Gas Fireplace, French
Doors, Wet Bar,
2 Roof Decks & More!

BA6595239
Debbie Kuper
410.916.6170

BA6618226
Steven Murphy
443.627.2910

BA6631504
Chris Reda
443.627.2915

FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

FEDERAL HILL

$229,000

$430,000

$424,900

Beautiful 2BR,1BA
End Of Group w/
Parking!
Finished Basement,
Hardwood Floors, Large
Kitchen, Built-In Shelving
Huge Living Room &
Large Bathroom!

Beautiful 2BR,1.5BA
End of Group!
Hardwood Floors,
Exposed Brick, Master
Bedroom w/Full Bath &
Walk-In Closets, Sitting
area w/Fireplace,
Private Courtyard,
Balcony

Gorgeous 2BR,3BA
Town Home in
Federal Hill. Roof Deck
w/ Great Views, Steel
staircase, Exposed Brick,
Skylights,
Finished Basement
Sunken Kitchen, Parking
in rear & Much More!

BA6644316
Steven Murphy
443.627.2910

BA6581177
Chris Reda
443.627.2915

BA6624512
Steven Murphy
443.627.2910
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A letter from Major Michael McDonald...

A

fter a long period of deliberation with my family I will be retiring from the
Baltimore Police Department effective 3-12-08. The decision to retire was not
an easy one for many reasons, not the least of which is the profound sense of
gratitude, pride and respect I have for the citizens of the Southern District. The
people I have had the pleasure of serving while Deputy Major and Major of the district will not be forgotten. You have challenged me professionally and I hope that I
have succeeded to some degree. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
members of the communities who have supported me and worked with me as we
relentlessly attempted to reduce crime and improve the quality of life for everyone.
There has been some success in many ways, due in great part to the teamwork displayed by you, the citizens, and the members of the Southern District. The display of
civic responsibility I have witnessed is humbling. It would be easy for the public to
simply blame the police and not take an active role in their communities but that is
not what I have experienced. I have seen the best in people who have done, and will do, anything they can to
improve their communities, help and support their police and never give up the fight to better their situation. I
have been a member of the Baltimore Police Department for almost 21 years. Baltimore has been my second
home, just ask my wife. It is a great city with even greater potential. As I look back on my career as a Baltimore
Police Officer I am proud of my service. I have worked in almost every part of the city at one time or another
and met many fantastic people but none more than during my time in the Southern District. As I depart I implore
everyone to continue your support for the men and women who serve as your police. Hold them accountable,
demand excellence, offer them your support and stay involved. The truest measure of a community is not the
number of crimes or criminals in its midst, it is rather the number of committed, law abiding citizens that will
not allow the lawless to determine its fate. The Southern District, and I believe Baltimore as a whole, is truly a
community.
One thing is for sure, the Baltimore Police Department and the Southern District will survive and succeed
after my retirement. There are extraordinary people in this department and as I leave I am fully confident that
Police Commissioner Bealefeld and his staff will make sound decisions in leading the department with one goal;
providing the best police service possible to reduce crime in Baltimore.
- Maj. Michael McDonald

Locust Point Civic Association Newsletter Advertising Information

The Locust Point Civic Association distributes to over 1300 households and places newsletters in a number of businesses in
Locust Point. Your ad will not only help advertise your business to Locust Point residents---it will also help the civic association
with the work they do. Thanks in advance for your support.
Checks should be made payable to Locust Point Civic Association. Please contact us for payment address. Advertising deadlines
are the 15th of each month. PDF formats are preferred but JPEGs and TIFFs are acceptable.
Please email sjharrison1@comcast.net or call Susan (410) 353-6800 to buy an ad or for further information.

$25
$50
$100
$200

Advertising Rates

1/8 page (business card size)
3.7" W x 2.5" H
1/4 page ad
Option A: 7.5" W x 2.5" H
Option B: 3.7" W x 5" H
1/2 page ad
Option A: 7.5" W x 5" H
Option B: 3.7" W x 10" H
Full-page ad
7.5" W x 10" H
Non Profit rates are $17, $30, $65 and $120 respectively.
-- Website advertising -We are now offering a special on ads for our new website, www.mylocustpoint.org. Introductory rates are $25 for 6 months.
Please supply a 203 pixels W x 67 pixels H (2.819 inches by .931 inches) in .jpg or .gif format ONLY.
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Pet Pointers: Anesthesia in Pets
nate the anesthetics from the blood stream for a faster
recovery from the anesthesia. The IV catheter also
allows immediate access to a vein in case there are
et owners are often very worried when their pets complications during the anesthesia and emergency
have to be anesthetized for surgical or diagnostic drugs need to be given.
procedures. The biggest concern for pet owners
During general anesthesia, the patient should be
is the safety of their pet, and owners often decline
intubated. An endotracheal (ET) tube is placed in the
important procedures because of the fear of anesthetrachea (windpipe) and the anesthetic gas is mixed
sia. So what are the risks of anesthesia and how can
with oxygen and delivered through this tube. The ET
they be minimized?
tube also allows the patient’s breathing to be manualAnesthetic drugs used today are very safe and the ly controlled if need be.
risk that a pet will die under anesthesia is less than 1
Patient monitoring during anesthesia is key to a
percent. However, there is always risk involved when safe anesthetic event. A technician should be
sedating or anesthetizing an animal. There can be
assigned to monitor the patient while the doctor is
mild reactions like swelling at the injection sites and
performing the surgery. The technician monitors the
minor decreases in heart rate and/or respiratory rate.
patient’s vital signs, alerts the doctor to any changes,
There can also be much more serious complications
and adjusts anesthetic levels as needed. There are also
like seizures, anaphylactic shock, heart arrhythmia,
several types of equipment typically used to monitor
organ failure (heart, kidney, liver) or death. Even
blood pressure, ECG, respiratory rate, heart rate and
though there is an inherent risk in any type of anespulse oximetry (monitors the amount of oxygen in the
thesia, there are things that can be done to minimize
patient’s blood).
these risks.
Pain medication is central to a good anesthetic/
Any type of underlying disease can increase the
surgical protocol. Surgical procedures are painful and
risk for anesthesia. Routine blood work should be
pain medication should be given prior to surgery and
done prior to anesthesia to try to identify underlying
be continued after surgery. Pain medications will be
disease processes such as liver disease, kidney disadministered by injection in the hospital and usually
ease, diabetes, anemia, and many others. Other testing oral pain medication will be sent home. Depending on
such as chest radiographs or an ECG may be recomthe procedure local anesthetic blocks or epidurals may
mended based on age, physical exam, or medical his- be used.
tory.
While any type of anesthesia is associated with
Access to a vein is also very important when an
some risk, the benefits of the procedure being peranimal is under anesthesia. An intravenous (IV) cath- formed typically outweigh the risks of the anesthesia.
eter should be placed prior to anesthesia. This catheter If you are considering any procedures for your pet,
allows for delivery of anesthetic drugs and IV fluids.
make sure to ask your vet what measures are being
Intravenous fluids keep the patient well hydrated,
taken to make it as safe as possible.
help maintain normal blood pressure, and help elimiby Jill⇣Shook, DMV
CityPets Veterinary Care and Wellness

P
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Workers at General Ship Repair prepare one of the
new dry docks for the opening in December.

General Ship Repair Yard
Completes New Dry Dock

T

he General Ship Repair Corporation is proud to
introduce its new dry dock to serve the needs of
the Port of Baltimore and the Mid-Atlantic Region.
The innovative design allows for three separate configurations: dry dock No. 1 can haul large tugs (up to
1,050 tons) while dry dock No. 2 hauls small tugs (up
to 450 tons). Dry docks No. 1 and No. 2 work in unison to haul barges (up to 1,500 tons). This allows for
the dry docking of two vessels independently or one,
larger vessel using both dry docks.
A family owned business since 1924, General Ship
is the last full-service shipyard between New York and
Norfolk. Tugboats, fireboats, cruise boats, fishing vessels and mega yachts all come to Key Highway for
repairs and maintenance. In addition, mobile riding
crews provide repairs to ships in port or at sea. The
new dry docks were completed in December. There
are already many dockings booked in 2008 including
three dinner cruise boats, two tugboats, several barges
and two fireboats.
"The additional capacity we can offer with this
new dry dock means larger vessels will have access to
our highly skilled, two-shift labor force," says General
Ship Vice President Cary Lynch. " Baltimore's Locust
Point Neighborhood shares in our pride knowing that
this dry dock was constructed right here on Key
Highway using 100 percent local labor. "
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Luca’s Cafe
continued from page 1

me that he wants Luca’s to be a place you can take your
kids out to lunch or dinner. The upstairs and downstairs
dining areas, which together should seat approximately
60 people, will provide quieter dining areas away from
the bar and the TV’s, which is great news for families.
There seems to be a lack of restaurant choices in the
neighborhood for families who are looking for a casual
bite to eat. Actually this is true for anyone who just
wants a place to relax and get a nice sandwich or pizza
without sitting in a dark bar with half a dozen games
blaring from the TVs. For the adults, he promises fabulous homemade red and white sangria and great martinis.
Maler and his wife Gina, who plans to work at
Luca’s some evenings, are looking forward to making
Luca’s a part of the Locust Point community. Maler
says he wants to participate in the Star-Spangled
Banner Festival and support the Locust Point Civic
Association in any way that he can. He is looking to the

Baltimore community for art to adorn the walls that
will also be for sale.
Luca's Cafe opened February 20. It may have
taken longer than expected to open but Maler sighs
and says he and Orsino wanted to take their time and
get it right.

Carruthers Realtors ®
Build an Exciting Real Estate Career!
Classes Now Forming
Call Paige Cosgrove
443.627.2900

Prudential Carruthers Federal Hill Office
835 E. Fort Avenue, Baltimore MD 21230
An independently owned And Operated Member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
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By Roz de Lizarriturri

I

What Can We Recycle?

‘ve noticed that there is still some confusion
regarding just what is and isn’t recyclable since we
started with the new Single Stream recycling program. Here’s a quick list of acceptable and unacceptable items. Perhaps you can clip this out and post it on
your refrigerator.
Acceptable Recycling Material:
Plastic: Only narrow-necked and screw top plastic
bottles labeled with numbers 1-7
See discussion below for a more complete
explanation.
Metal: Aluminum, tin and steel food and beverage
containers. For example: soda, soup, pet 		
food, vegetable and tuna cans, as well as 		
empty aerosol cans.
Glass: Only clear, brown or green glass bottles and
jars.
Paper: All colors, mail, books, newsprint, folders,
magazines, cardboard, cereal boxes, office
and school paper. It is not necessary to 		
remove staples.
Unacceptable Recycling Materials:
Plastic grocery bags; newspaper sleeves and cleaner bags; wire hangers; contaminated paper and cardboard like a pizza box with sauce stuck to it; waxed
packages (juice boxes and milk cartons), paper napkins, towels, plates and dishes; tissues; plastic cookware, plates, and plastic utensils; foil; waxed paper;
window glass and mirrors; deli or take-out paper or
plastic cartons; foam or plastic packaging material;
bottles or cans used for toxic substances, chemicals or
paints.
Many of you have asked for clarification about
recycling plastic items. Baltimore’s curbside and dropoff programs accept ONLY narrow-necked and screw
top plastic bottles labeled with numbers 1-7, usually
marked on the bottom of the bottle inside a little triangle. Lids can be left on. Here are some common
examples:
1’s and 2’s include many soda and water bottles,
milk and juice jugs and household cleaner bottles. 3’s
– 7’s include items like olive oil, jelly and ketchup
bottles.
NOTE: Other plastics with numbers 1-7 that are
not bottles (like margarine tubs, yogurt containers and
take-out boxes) ARE NOT recyclable in this program.
For the curious among you, there really are reasons
for this seeming inconsistency. A yogurt container and
plastic bottle both with the number 2 on the bottom are
March, 2008

in the same family of plastics. However, the two forms
have been slightly modified to achieve different properties for strength, fluidity, crack resistance, etc. Even
when the plastic number is the same, the manufacturing processes to create those qualities make the two
containers incompatible.
Some plastic containers, such as milk jugs and
laundry detergent bottles are made in a process called
blow-molding. Other plastic containers, such as margarine tubs and sour cream containers are made in a
process called injection-molding. When resins produced by different processes are mixed together, the
resulting product is no longer appropriate for use in
either manufacturing process.
It is reassuring to know, however, that plastics with
numbers 1 or 2 on the bottom make up 70% of the
market of plastic bottles and are increasing every day.
I’ve been so proud lately as I walk around Locust
Point on the second and fourth Fridays of the month. I
can really see more and more items being left out for
recycle. Please don’t be discouraged if this new system is a little confusing. Like everything new, it takes
time to learn, but some things are worth the effort.
Saving the environment is one of them.

Recycling Reminder

All recyclables are picked up the second and fourth
Fridays of every month. There is no need to sort recyclables into separate bins.

2008 Calendar:
March 14 and 28
April 11 and 25
May 9 and 23
June 13 and 27
July 11 and 25

August 8 and 22
September 12 and 26
October 10 and 24
November 7 and 21
December 12 and 26

Eligible recyclable materials include:
• Plastics with any number from 1 to 7 on the bottom
• Aluminum, tin and steel food cans
• Mixed paper (All colors, mail, books, newsprint, folders,
magazines, cardboard, cereal boxes)
DO NOT put items such as window glass, used food containers, waxed boxes, or aluminum foil into your recycling
container.
Blue bags are NO LONGER acceptable to use for
recyclables. Please us a platic recycling bin or cardboard
box clearly marked recyclables. You may purchase 25 and
18-gallon bins from the Department of Public Works by
calling 311.
11
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