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Next General Meeting Date: 
Wednesday, March 9th, 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Rec Center (corner of E. Fort and Andre St)
Upcoming Meeting: Wednesday, April 13th, 7:30 p.m.

Location: Christ Church United (1308 Beason St)

City Cements Bridge Demolition Plan

 
ello everyone,

Have all of us Locust Pointers been "enjoying" this 
cold, cold weather? I hope that everyone has been keeping 
warm and safe during these past few weeks. 

There has been a lot activity regarding our community. 
The Fort Avenue Bridge closure is at the top of the list of 
issues that the LPCA is heavily involved in. As your repre-
sentatives, the LPCA approved a motion to no longer stand 
in the way of plans to demolish, then, rebuild the bridge. 
The good news is that a pedestrian bridge will remain open. 
You can read more about this in a separate article in this 
newsletter. I would like to thank Councilman Ed Reisinger 
and Delegate Brian McHale for helping us, as always, with 
issues involving Locust Point. 

Speaking of our Councilman, the Mayor is also looking at 
redistricting Baltimore City, which could mean that we 
would lose Ed as our Councilman. Anyone having questions 
regarding this can feel free to contact me at christopher.
ritsch@gmail.com. 

BG&E will also be performing work throughout the 
neighborhood starting in early February. This work is to 
replace the 100+year old gas lines in the neighborhood. This 
does mean that BG&E will be running pipes into the resi-
dences here in Locust Point, but that won't start until the 
weather gets warmer (early/mid March). The Department of 
Public Works has postponed its pipe replacements until 
2012 upon the request of the neighborhood. 

Finally, I want to offer my sincere condolences to Jack 
Fredrick, who lost his father last month. Jack has been a key 
member of the civic association for years, and his dedica-
tion to Locust Point is unquestioned. I am very sorry for 
your loss, Jack.

Chris Ritsch, president
 

President’s Message

H

he Baltimore Department of Transportation is moving 
ahead with its plan to demolish then rebuild the E. Fort 
Avenue Bridge that connects Locust Point to the rest of 
South Baltimore.  The schedule calls for E. Fort Avenue 

to be closed in both directions over the train tracks just east 
of the Phillips Seafood plant starting in June.  If all goes ac-
cording to plan, the bridge will re-open to car, truck and bus 
traffic nine months later, with construction of the new bridge 
complete by June 2012.  

The Locust Point Civic Association lobbied hard for a 
staged construction plan, during which some level of ve-
hicular traffic would remain open. In a letter to Baltimore 
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, LPCA argued, among 
other things, that a complete closure would be a safety issue: 
residents would be cut off from the main access road to the 
neighborhood for at least a year.  City officials, including 
Deputy Mayor Christopher Thomaskutty, cited city-funded 
engineering studies that concluded the bridge would not be 
stable enough to support auto traffic during construction.  
The studies also stated that staged construction would cost 
more and take longer than a complete demolition.

 Locust Point did win one major concession:  E. Fort Av-
enue will remain open to foot traffic during bridge demoli-
tion and construction.  “Pedestrian access is a big win,” says 
LPCA Vice President Tony Vittoria.  “People will still be 

able to walk to Latrobe Park or to the shopping center during 
bridge construction.”   It will cost approximately $250,000 
to build the temporary pedestrian bridge. That will likely 
come out of a $500,000 fund the Department of Transporta-
tion will create for neighborhood traffic improvements.  

 CSX offered another workaround: it agreed to change the 
hours it runs trains in and out of its yard so that there will 
be no daytime delays leaving or entering the neighborhood 
from Andre Street.  The Baltimore City Fire Department will 
provide emergency response services to the neighborhood 
on the east side of the bridge construction project via an ap-
propriately staffed temporary facility.  The Police Depart-
ment will keep one patrol vehicle/officer in the neighbor-
hood at all times. 

 Work hours at the construction site will be 7:00am to 
3:30pm to limit noise, dust and other disruptions to the neigh-
borhood.  The LPCA is in need of volunteers to work with 
the Department of Transportation regularly on a "Fort Ave 
Bridge Task Force."  The first meeting will be this month. To 
sign up for the task force, email contacts@mylocustpoint.
com.  If you don’t do email, just drop a note in snail mail to 
the LPCA P.O. Box 27097 Baltimore, MD 21230

Copies of LPCA’s requests to the city on bridge construc-
tion and the city’s response, along with engineering studies, 
are available for download at mylocustpoint.com
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Safety
Chairman: Open
Contact: Safety@mylocustpoint.org
The Safety Committee maintains an open dialogue with the Baltimore 
City Police Department and organizes the Citizens on Patrol walks. The 
COP walks in Locust Point are held the third Wednesday of every month 
at 7 p.m. The meeting point changes each month to allow walkers to 
cover different parts of the neighborhood. If you are having problems in 
your area with trash, drug activity, vandalism, etc., please contact COP 
chair Charlie Webster and the walkers will address your area on one of 
their upcoming walks. Better yet, please join the walkers to point out 
specific problems and address your issues directly with a police officer. 
Monthly email reminders are sent out with the meeting spot for the 
upcoming walk and are also listed in the “In Brief” section of the newslet-
ter on page 3. You can join the LPCA email list by sending a request to 
contact@mylocustpoint.org.

Membership
Chairman: Lynne Mastervich
Contact: Membership@mylocustpoint.org
The Membership Commitee keeps track of all paid members of the LPCA 
and sells memberships at the general meetings. Cost is $5 PER PERSON. 
You must be a Locust Point resident, not just a property owner, to be 
eligible for membership. Please be advised that you are not eligible to 
vote for any motions unless you are a dues-paying member.

Communication
Chairman: Colleen Wolfe
Contact: Communication@mylocustpoint.org
The Communications Committee oversees the design and content of the 
newsletter and website. The newsletter is published bi-monthly. 
Community members are welcome to submit information on events and 
items of interest for To The Point or the LPCA website. The deadline for 
ads and editorial content for the newsletter is now the 15th of the month 
preceding publication. Website ads and content can be submitted at any 
time. If you would like to submit anything for the newsletter or if you 
would like something posted on the LPCA website, please contact 
Colleen Wolfe.

Design Review
Chairman: Brian Mastervich
Contact: Designreview@mylocustpoint.org
The Design Review committee reviews all of the plans for individual 
property improvements or proposed property subdivisions and monitors 
the projects to make sure property owners are complying with Baltimore 
City law and zoning codes. The city recommends that any major addi-
tions to individual properties or proposed property subdivisions be sub-
mitted to the community association prior to any public hearings. It is the 
policy of the LPCA to request a postponement of any hearing for an 
applicant that has not first notified the LPCA Board of Directors and 
presented plans to the Board. Please submit plans to LPCA P.O. Box 
27097, Baltimore, MD 21230.

Social
Chairman: Sarah McMahon
Contact: Social@mylocustpoint.org
The social commitee plans and coordinates all of the social events sponsored 
by the LPCA, including the annual yard sale, festival and holiday party.

Parks and Beautification
Chairman: Colleen Martin-Lauer
Contact: Parksandbeautification@mylocustpoint.org
The Parks and Beautification Committee is responsible for planning and 
organizing beautification projects in Latrobe Park and around the neigh-
borhood. Projects in the past have included bulb, tree and flower plant-
ings in the park and corner planters along Fort Avenue.

Dog Park
Chairman: Jamie Kelley 
Contact:  locustpointdogpark@yahoo.com 
The Dog Park committee is responsible for the overall cleaning and main-
tenance of the dog park and enforcing the park rules and etiquette. 
Members also organize frequent fundraisers, such as Yappy Hours at 
local bars and restaurants to cover maintenance costs for the park. 

Recycling and Trash
Chairman: Vacant
The Recycling and Trash committee is responsible for organizing neigh-
borhood clean ups and educating neighbors about proper trash disposal 
and the city’s recycling program.

Nominations and Elections
Chairman: Vacant
The Nominations and Elections committee is responsible for recruiting 
eligible candidates and organizing elections every 2 years for the LPCA 
Board and Officers or as vacancies arise.
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LPCA Board of Directors
President: Chris Ritsch
Vice President: Tony Vittoria
Corresponding Secretary: Barbara Wilson
Recording Secretary: Sharon Keeny
Treasurer: Joel Greenspan
Directors:
Cheryl Duffey  Laura Faulkner
Matt Craig  Justin Grossman
Brian Mastervich  Dusty Smith-Erickson
Chris Palazzi  Sarah McMahon
Jack Frederick  Scott Riley

Contact us:
Locust Point Civic Association
P.O. Box 27097
www.mylocustpoint.org

To join the LPCA neighborhood email list, 
please send an email to 
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

LPCA MeeTiNG SCheDuLe

The LPCA meets the second Wednesday 
of the month. 

The calendar for upcoming meetings is:
  

March 9 • April 13
May 11 • June 8 (if necessary)

July 13 (if necessary)• August 10
September 14 • October 12

November 9 • December 14 (holiday party)

Committees
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Locust Point Civic Association Newsletter 

Advertising information

The Locust Point Civic Association distributes to over 1300 
households and places newsletters in a number of businesses 
in Locust Point. Your ad will not only help advertise your 
business to Locust Point residents---it will also help the civic 
association with the work they do. Thanks in advance for 
your support.

Checks should be made payable to Locust Point Civic 
Association. Send payments to: LPCA, P.O. Box 27097, 
Baltimore, MD 21230.  Advertising deadlines are the 15th of 
each month. PDF formats are preferred but JPEGs and TIFFs 
are acceptable.   Please email Ryann McCarty or Mickey 
Kopansky at communication@mylocustpoint.org for more 
information.    

Advertising Rates
 $25  1/8 page (business card size)   3.7" W x 2.5" H 
 $50  1/4 page ad     Option A:  7.5" W x 2.5" H         
       Option B:  3.7" W x 5" H
$100   1/2 page ad     Option A:  7.5" W x 5" H        
       Option B:  3.7" W x 10" H 
$200  Full-page ad  7.5" W x 10" H
Non Profit rates are $17, $30, $65 and $120 respectively.

--   Website advertising --
We are now offering a special on ads for our new website, 
www.mylocustpoint.org.  Rates are $25 for 6 months.  Please 
supply a 203 pixels W x 67 pixels H (2.819 inches by .931 
inches) in .jpg or .gif format ONLY.

Trash and Recycling:
Trash pick up is every Wednesday. Baltimore City law requires that all resi-
dences have durable trash cans with tight fitting lids. Residences are limited to two 
32-gallon trash cans each. Trash must be put out in cans.

Recycling pick up is every Friday. There is no need to sort recyclables into sepa-
rate bins and an unlimited amount of recyclables is allowed.
 
Acceptable recyclable materials include: •Plastics with any number from 1 to 7 
on the bottom (Including wide-mouth plastic containers such as margarine, yogurt, 
sour cream containers, empty plastic prescription bottles,plastic drinking 
cups)•Rinsed milk and juice cartons •Empty aerosol cans •Glass jars and bottles 
•Aluminum, tin and steel food cans and foil •Mixed paper (all colors, mail, books 
(hhardback, paperback and  textbooks included),newsprint,folders,magazines,card 
- board,cereal boxes,phone books)

Unacceptable:•Plastic bags • Dry cleaning bags •Wire hangers •Chemicals or 
paint •Used paper napkins, towels, plates and tissues •Metallic wrapping paper 
•Non-bottle or jar glass, window glass •Used food containers and waxed- lined 
boxes •Foam or plastic packaging material •Motor oil containers, bottles and cans 
used for toxic substances. 

Note about PLASTIC BAGS:Please reuse your plastic bags by donating them to 
the doggie bag bins in Latrobe Park.

Decorative Arts • Restorations • Faux Finishes
Wood Graining • Marbleizing • Stenciling

Murals • Antiquing • Intricate Painting
• Interior Design Services

410-426-8411Michael Patrick Murphy
Washington, D.C. NYC

Important Contact Information
Baltimore City Officials

                              
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake                                

mayor@baltimorecity.gov                        
City Hall, Room 250, 100 N. Holliday St., 

Baltimore, MD 21202                  
(410) 396-3835

Council Pres. Bernard C. Young  
CouncilPresident@baltimorecitycity.gov  
City Hall, Rm 400, 100 N. Holliday St.

Baltimore, MD 21202                  
(410) 396-4804

Council Vice Pres. Edward Reisinger
ereisinger@baltimorecitycouncil.com       

City Hall, Rm 511, 100 N. Holliday St.
Baltimore, MD 21202                  

(410) 396-4822

Mayor’s Office of Neighborhoods
Southern District Liason, Steven Robinson

410-396-4735 / 443-984-1083
steven.robinson@baltimorecity.gov

Baltimore City Police
Southern District Police Commander 

Major Scott Bloodsworth, 410-366-5296, 
scott.bloodsworth@ baltimorepolice.org

Southern District Police Neighborhood Service Unit 
Sgt . John Kowalczyk, 410-396-2020, 
John.Kowalczyk@baltimorepolice.org 

Sanitation Enforcement 
(for occupied properties that have trash or high grass and 

weeds that violates the city code)
Sanitation Enforcement Officer, Leon Green, 410-396-1712 

x22008
 leon.green@baltimorecity.gov

Department of Transportation
Transportation Community Outreach Liaison, Grishae Blackette 

443-984-9095
 grishae.blackette@baltimorecity.gov
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In Brief
New Safety Committee Chairperson Needed
The Locust Point Civic Association is in need of a new Safe-
ty Committee Chairperson.  This person communicates to 
the Baltimore City Police Department any safety-related is-
sues pertaining to our neighborhood and organizes the Citi-
zens on Patrol (COP) walks. The COP walks in Locust Point 
are held the third Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m.  The 
meeting point changes each month to allow walkers to cover 
different parts of the neighborhood. If you are interested in 
being the Safety Committee Chairperson, please email con-
tacts@mylocustpoint.org

2011 Memberships
2011 memberships for the LPCA are now on sale. Member-
ships are $5 per person. You need to be a resident, not just a 
property owner, to become a member of the LPCA . Please 
be advised that you are not eligible to vote for any motions 
unless you are a dues-paying member. See Lynne Master-
vich at our general meetings to purchase your membership 
or email her at  membership@mylocustpoint.org

LPCA Board of Directors Wants You
LPCA is looking for a few good men and women to join 
its Board of Directors.  Board Members make recommen-
dations to the Association and supervise its affairs between 
business meetings.  If you’re interested in learning more 
email contacts@mylocustpoint.org 

Free Tax Preparation 
The Baltimore CASH Campaign wants working families to 
get all the credit they deserve. Families and individuals can 
have their taxes prepared for free at one of 20 CASH Cam-
paign locations in Baltimore. If they qualify, families and 
individuals can claim the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
and other valuable tax credits. Start saving and buy a US 
Savings Bond at all tax sites. Free services are provided to 
taxpayers with incomes under $49,000 and single taxpayers 
(no dependents) with incomes under $25,000. To learn more 
or to make an appointment at one of the CASH Campaign 
locations, call 410-685-0525 or 2-1-1 or visit  http://www.
baltimorecashcampaign.org/Tax-Preparation/Tax-Sites.aspx

SOS -- Study-over-Soup
All are invited to join in a Lenten soup-study series on 
Wednesday evenings from March 9 through April 13 at Old 
Otterbein Church.  Soup supper starts at 6:30 pm, followed 
by study from 7-8 pm.  This year’s study will focus on Hard 
to Dance With the Devil On Your Back, by Ray Buckley, 
a seven-session Lenten study discusses the crescendo of 
events leading to the crucifixion so that all can learn how 
to cope with the stresses and strains of a crumbling world. 
The church is located across from the Convention Center at 
112 West Conway Street & Sharp Street, Baltimore 21201. 
For more information, call 410-685-4703 or go to  www.
oldotterbeinumc.org.  Old Otterbein is a Reconciling Con-
gregation.
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Belles Still Ringing at 20 Years and Counting
by Colleen Wolfe

hat happens when a group of hard working, 
determined, caring women come together in 
one room? The answer: anything they put their 

minds to. Right here in Locust Point, a group of women 
have been meeting every month for the last 20 years in 
the name of charity, community, and friendship. The la-
dies that make up the membership of the Belles of Good 
Counsel are very proud of the charitable and fundraising 
work they have done over the past two decades and the 
friendships they have made in the process. They hope 
that some new women will want to join their ranks.

“I always felt that a small group, with no overhead 
expenses, could do very good fundraising and help peo-
ple first hand, directly. Of course, after joining I real-
ized not only did we help people, youth groups, and the 
neighborhood churches, but we had a blast doing it,” 
said Mary Kay Wroblewski.

Originally the group started as an official women’s 
auxiliary for the Knights of Columbus. They were 

known as the K of C Queens. 
“Several of our husbands were members of the Knights 

of Columbus and we girls were always together helping 
the guys with their events and fundraisers. We were all 
good friends and having a great time together, so it just 
made sense for us to start our own group,” said Anne 
Rossbach, current president of the Belles. 

After four years, their membership had been grow-
ing and many of their non-Catholic friends were asking 
to join. The Knights of Columbus and their auxiliary 
groups are open only to Catholics. In 1995, they de-
cided to break away from the Knights so that they could 
welcome women of all faiths. They adopted their new 
name, the Belles of Good Counsel, because of their new 
meeting location not because of any particular religious 
affiliation. 

When they first started, they kept their fundraisers 
small and simple. A bake sale that netted them $155, a 
raffle for a basket of cheer that raised $218, and a dance 
that made $565 were all held in their first year. As they 

continued on page 6
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gained more members they planned more elaborate 
events. Soon they were organizing bingos, quarter auc-
tions, theme dances, cinema races, bus trips, and more.

“As the Queens, we threw many Friday night theme 
parties at the Knights of Columbus hall. That was kind 
of our thing back then. Everyone enjoyed them. We 
sponsored shopping trips to outlets, trips to see Broad-
way shows, etc. So it’s not always about raising mon-
ey. We also have a lot of fun,” said Amelia Koch.

So what does 20 years of fundraising translate to? It 
means that $70,000 has gone to charities like South Bal-
timore Emergency Relief, Our Daily Bread, the Julie 
Center, Special Olympics, Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Boy Scout and Cub Pack troops, the Locust Point Fes-
tival, Beans and Bread, all three Locust Point churches 
and more. They give a monthly donation to the minis-
tries of Sr. Catherine Cress, who in turn helps out needy 
individuals in the neighborhood. And the Belles have 
also sponsored a team for the South Baltimore Little 
League for the past 19 years.

“I like the fact that all of our money goes to local 
charities and we have fun doing it,” said Mary Clare 
Burgess.”

“I enjoy the bond of friendship with women of faith 
and helping others in need,” said Verna Conway.

The Belles feel strongly that even a small amount of 
assistance can make a big difference when it gets direct-
ly into the hands of people who need it most. So, in ad-
dition to the organized charities they give to, the Belles 
also use the money they raise in more personal ways 
by giving assistance directly to people in need, whether 
it be a friend, family member, neighbor or co-worker 
who may be experiencing financial difficulties. Most 
recently, the Belles helped the co-worker of a member 
who couldn’t afford new hearing aids. They also made 
a donation to the sister of a member who has been very 
ill and unable to work. That donation prompted another 
member to give her own separate donation as well.

Ask any member of the Belles and they’ll tell you 
how rewarding it is to help so many people and make 
lasting friendships at the same time.

“I have developed wonderful friendships over the 
years and being able to help someone in need from all 

Belles Still Ringing
continued from page 5

continued on next page
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of our various fundraisers, makes you feel that you are 
contributing in a small way to make someone's life a 
little easier,” said Kathy Carroll.

“It’s a wonderful feeling to give back to the commu-
nity and I love the women who belong to the Belles,” 
said Marge Dorsey, one of the original members. “I 
have developed some great friendships.”

This is a big year for the Belles. Twenty years of ser-
vice is a milestone for any organization, and the Belles 
are planning a big bash on April 9 to celebrate. There 
will be food, drink, music, dancing and general mer-
riment. They are hoping you will join them. Like all 
of their events, the proceeds will end up in the hands 
of various local charities and needy individuals. Ticket 
information follows.

They are also hoping that there are some ladies out 
there who would like to help make a difference in their 
community and develop some wonderful friendships at 
the same time.

(From L to R) 
Mary Clare 
Burgess, 
Debbie Bacon, 
Marian Bruce, 
Linda Fowler 
at the Belles 
of Good 
Counsel 
Disco Party

“We always welcome new members” said Rossbach. 
“If planning fun events to raise money for worthy 
causes and making some wonderful friendships in the 
process sounds like a good time, then we invite you to 
give the Belles a try.”

The Belles meet the first Friday of every month at 
7 p.m. at either the hall or the library of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel. If you’d like more information, please 
call Anne Rossbach at 410-539-1053

The Belles of Good Counsel Charity Ball will be 
Saturday, April 9 from 7-11 p.m. at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, 1338 Hull Street. Tickets are being sold 
in advance and are $30 for one or $50 for two. There 
will be live music from “Off the Hook,” light fare, beer, 
wine, soda, coffee, and dessert. Tables are available. 
Call Marge Dorsey at 410-783-7929.

How is your newsletter delivery? 
We want to make sure every person on every block  receives the 

newsletter in a timely manner. 
If you have any trouble with delivery, please email us

 at contacts@mylocustpoint.org.
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