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By Megan Haddock

he Fort McHenry Business Association was incorpo-
rated in September 1997 in an effort to revitalize busi-
ness in Locust Point and on the South Baltimore 

Peninsula . The area had been wounded by decisions of large 
employers in the area, including Coca-Cola and Proctor & 
Gamble, to downsize . 

Next General Meeting Date:
Wednesday, May 21, 7:30 p.m.

Location: The Rec Center
*Note: This  is a change from our usual 

second Wednesday of the month 
schedule

Tentative Agenda:
• Elections 

• Chesapeake Paperboard update 
• Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance

Upcoming General Meetings:
Wednesday, June 11, 7:30 p.m.

Location: Knights of Columbus, Hull St

FMBA Supports Local Business Community

Recent city legislation now 
makes it possible for volunteers 
to participate in a trap-neuter-
return program for stray or 
feral cats without fear of fines. 
See story on page 4 

These days, with the new businesses housed at Tide Point 
and the developments underway at Silo Point, McHenry 
Row, and along Key Highway, it might seem like a long 
time ago since anyone was worried about growth in this 
neighborhood . 

For the first 10 years, the Fort McHenry Business 
Association was organized and operated by volunteers . 
William Cole of Cole Enterprises, Inc . provided strong 
leadership in recent years . Robert Davis of Davis Ship 
Service served as the Association’s first president and 
Shirley Doda, famed Locust Point resident, also served as 
an original member of its board . 

T



n our April meeting, we welcomed Mrs . Jessica Keller 
from the Department of Transportation to discuss the 
development review and traffic calming, Major 

Bloodsworth from the Southern District, and Evan Michel 
from the USS Sterrett . We also discussed the Association’s 
2008 budget allocations and updates on the Spring Yard 
Sale and Summer Picnic .

Our May meeting will be the annual elections . This year 
we have ten seats open:  five on our Board of Directors, and 
all five officer positions (president, vice-president, corre-
sponding secretary, recording secretary and treasurer) . 
Several folks have already contacted our Nominations 
Committee Chair Charlie Newcomb to let him know they 
are interested in running or re-running, but there is still time 
for those of you who are interested in being a candidate . 
Serving in a leadership position is a privilege and a real way 
to make a difference in the neighborhood, and shape the 
future of Locust Point . I encourage those who are interested 
to come out and get involved!

I would like to take this time also to give a special thanks 
to our outgoing or incumbent directors and officers – Sarah 
Clarkson, Ben Piccone, Colleen Wolfe, Teresa Alcorn, Tony 
Vittoria, Brian Mastervich, Yvonne Keller, Charlie Newcomb 
and Barbara Wilson .    Many thanks for your hard work over 
the past two years . It has been a pleasure working with you 
and the Association would not be where it is today without 
each of your contributions . In addition, as I step down I 
want to thank everyone that has taken the time to work with 
me over the past two years and make Locust Point a better 
place to live . I truly feel that not only have I grown as an 
individual but that we as a community have grown as well .

Look forward to seeing everyone in May .

–Paul Silberman, President
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LPCA Board of Directors
President: Paul Silberman
Vice President: Sarah Clarkson
Corresponding Secretary: Colleen Wolfe
Recording Secretary: Ben Piccone
Treasurer: Teresa Alcorn
Directors:
Cheryl Duffey  Laura Faulkner
Yvonne Keller  Mark Lauer
Brian Mastervich  Charles Newcomb
Chris Palazzi  Dusty Smith-Erickson
Tony Vittoria  Barbara Wilson

LPCA Committees
Communications: Colleen Wolfe
Subcommittee, Website: Glen Doss
Design Review: Brian Mastervich
Subcommittee, Traffic: Paul Silberman
Festival and Social: Sarah Clarkson
Subcommittee, Fundraising: Colleen Martin-Lauer
Membership: Lynne Mastervich
Beautification and Parks: Charles Newcomb
Subcommittee, Garden Club: Jack Frederick
Safety/COP: Charles Webster, Chris Ritsch
Kids and Schools: Ron Brack
Nominations and Elections: Open

Contact us:
Locust Point Civic Association
P.O. Box 27097
www.mylocustpoint.com

Have a question? You can get in contact with any of our board 
members or committee chairmen by sending an email to: 
contacts@mylocustpoint.com

To join the LPCA neighborhood email list, please send an email to 
contacts@mylocustpoint.com

Editorial and advertising submissions for To The Point are due the 
15th of the month prior to the next issue. Send submissions to 
contacts@mylocustpoint.com

President’s Message

I

Laura  Lee’s HAIR SHOP
Hair Designing for Men Women & Children

1331 HULL Street/LOCUST POINT
Baltimore, MD 21230

Laura  Lee Dillon
(Owner)

(410) 685-2176 *Walk Ins Are Welcome*
(cell) 443-722-1031
(email)DoubleLLPhoto@aol.com
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In Brief...
Community CPR Class - The Red Cross of Central Maryland will be conducting an adult/infant/child CPR class for 
the community . Date is Saturday, May 31, from 9:00 a .m . to 4:30 p .m . at the Rec Center . Cost is $60 . Advance registration 
is required by May 27 .  If you are paying by check, please call Colleen Wolfe at 410-727-0644 or email at wolfe .colleen@
gmail .com . If you would like to pay by credit card you may call Phil Ormandy at the Red Cross directly at 410-624-2071 . 
Please let him know you are signing up for the Locust Point Civic Association group class .

Alice in Wonderland at FSK – The Drama Club at Francis Scott Key will be performing Disney's Alice in Wonderland 
on May 22nd and May 23rd . The performance on the 22nd is open to the public . Please check the marquee outside of 
school for the performance times, call the school at 410-396-1503 or email the Theatre Arts teacher, Ms . Keith at fsk_pro-
ductions@yahoo .com . 

Pre-K and K at FSK- If anyone is planning on registering child(ren) for Pre-K or Kindergarten for the 2008-2009 school 
year at Francis Scott Key, please do so as soon as possible . Spaces are filling up . Both programs are full day . For informa-
tion, you may contact the school at 410-396-1503 . 

Summer Fun Camp – Once again, the Locust Point Recreation Center will be putting on a Summer Fun Camp . 
Registration is taking place now through June 15 . The camp is open to ages 4-11 . It will be held Monday through Thursday 
from 10:00 a .m . to 2:30 p .m . There are 40 spaces available . Sign up is on a first come, first served basis . Call the Rec 
Center for more info: 410-837-4423 . 

Thank You Dinner – There will be a thank you Dinner honoring Father Ray Martin on May 10 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall from 7-11 p .m . For info call 410-244-0690 . 

Fried Oysters – There will be a fried oyster dinner at the Knights of Columbus Hall on May 9 from 11 a .m . – 6 p .m . Eat 
in or carry-out . Call the hall for info: 410-244-0690 

Memories Dance – The Knights of Columbus will be having a Memories Dance on May 17 at the hall on Hull Street . 
Tickets are $24 . Time is 7-11 p .m . There will be a DJ and a light buffet will be served . Come out and enjoy the good old 
days . Call the hall for info: 410-244-0690 

Crab cakes – There will be a crab cake dinner at the Knights of Columbus Hall on May 23 from 11 a .m . – 6 p .m . Eat in 
or carry-out . Call the hall for info: 410-244-0690 . 

Yellow recycling bins available at LPCA meetings - LPCA will have a limited number of the yellow city recycling 
bins for sale at each meeting . 18 gallon bins are $5 .00 . 25 gallon bins are $12 .00
 
Tennis anyone? - We have three courts at Latrobe for us to use anytime! Depending on interest, ideas have been tossed 
around about organizing some informal leagues or clinics . If you would like break out your racquets and join us, please 
email Barb Wilson at barbarawilson@kw .com and let me know when the best time is for you to play, if you prefer singles 
or doubles, and what level of play you are at . I will try to organize something and will create a way for us all to be able to 
communicate, so that we can enjoy the upcoming summer months on the court . 

Mother Goose on the Loose – The Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance will sponsor a Mother Goose on the Loose 
program at the main branch of the Enoch Pratt Free library, 400 Cathedral Street, on Saturday, May 17th . The first program 
is at 10:15 for the three and under crowd with a preschool program afterwards at 11 a .m . For more information, contact 
Janelle Diamond at janelle_diamond@msn .com .
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By Colleen Wolfe

he Baltimore City Council enacted legislation late last 
year that now allows residents who care for stray and 
feral cats to do so without fear of receiving a fine or 

other punishment . The bill, which was passed into law in 
December, specifically allows the city health commissioner 
to approve and regulate programs where residents trap stray 
or feral cats, sterilize and vaccinate the animals and then 
return them to their homes, the neighborhoods where they 
were trapped . Until the bill passed last December, residents 
could legally trap cats and have them sterilized, but return-
ing them to the streets could be considered abandonment . 
Caregivers could also be fined for feeding a stray or feral 
cat . And if you were caught doing any of these things, fines 
ranged from $25 to $100 per cat depending on the specific 
infraction . The new law now spells out the definition of a 
feral or “wild” cat and grants exceptions for the care and 
feeding of cats that have been through a trap-neuter-return 
(TNR) program .
Like many neighborhoods in Baltimore City, Locust Point 
has several colonies of feral and stray cats . And there are a 

handful of neighbors who have taken on the task of caring 
for and protecting these animals from the inhumane practice 
of euthanasia by animal control . These individuals routinely 
participate in a program called TNR, (Trap, Neuter, Return) . 

City Council Passes Legislation to Protect Feral Cat Caregivers

Cat trappers", as they are called in TNR circles, 
use humane traps to lure the feral or stray cats 
into the traps for transportation to a designat-
ed TNR facility. The whole process, once the cat 
is trapped, until they are returned typically can 
take anywhere from 2-5 days. 

continued on page 7 

T
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Committee Updates
Membership - Memberships for 2008 for the Locust Point 
Civic Association are now being sold at all general meet-
ings . Cost is $5 per person . You must be a Locust Point 
resident, not just a property owner, to be eligible for mem-
bership . Please be advised that you are not eligible to vote 
for any motions unless you are a dues-paying member . 
Please see Lynne Mastervich at the next general meeting or 
email her at lmcmeans@mindspring .com .

Nominations and Elections - Please email or see Charlie 
Newcomb if you are interested in running for a position on 
the Board of Directors . The only requirement is your atten-
dance at monthly meetings AND your willingness to speak 
out about your concerns . We are at a critical stage with the 
Tide Point PUD and we need active folks to step up and 
continue the fight to get what we want and not be pushed 
around . If you think you are too old, not true . We want your 
years of experience of living in the Point to give a better 
perspective to some of the newer folks . Just your opinion in 
a meeting will spark some younger folks to jump in and get 
things done . We need the diversity so all voices are heard . 
So if you are interested in investing a bit of your time to 
help the entire community and gain a sense of achievement, 
doing something to make a difference instead of just sitting 
back and either complaining or spreading rumors, jump in 
and get involved and make a difference . Keep Locust Point 
the best neighborhood in the City . Charlie’s email is char-
lie756@verizon .net and his cell phone number is 443-463-
8490 . 

Dog Park – The Locust Point Dog Park committee will be 
cleaning up Latrobe Park for the fifth consecutive month on 
May 3rd . Through the past four cleanups, we’ve easily 
cleared more than 30 bags of trash from the park . Now that 
the weather is warmer, please come out and join us! We 

meet at 10 a .m . in front of the Himalayan House, and we are 
usually finished in about 45 minutes . The next meeting will 
be on Monday, May 19th at 7:30pm at the Rec Center in 
Latrobe Park . The next Yappy Hour will be held on 
Thursday, May 15, at Little Havana from 6:00-9:00 p .m . 
Join us for a Mojito and a Cuban Sandwich and support the 
dog park . There will be great happy hour specials through-
out the night .  We will have t-shirts for sale and will be raf-
fling off some great prizes . Visit www .locustpointdogpark .
org for further details . Always check the website for current 
information and to make a donation through Paypal! All 
donations are tax-deductible and greatly appreciated .

Communications/Newsletter - The deadline for ads and 
editorial content for the newsletter is now the 15th of the 
preceding month . If you would like to submit anything for 
the newsletter or if you’d like something posted on the 
LPCA website, please email Colleen Wolfe at wolfe .col-
leen@gmail .com .

Safety - Citizens on Patrol walks in Locust Point are held 
the third Wednesday of every month . The next COP walk 
will May 14 at 7:00 p .m . Note that this is a change from our 
regular third Wednesday of the month schedule . This change 
is for May only . Meet at the Himalayan House . Dogs are 
always welcome as long as they are leashed .

Design Review - REMINDER - The city recommends that 
any major additions to individual properties or proposed 
property subdivisions be submitted to the community asso-
ciation prior to any public hearings . Please submit plans to 
LPCA P .O . Box 27097, Baltimore, MD 21230 or by con-
tacting Brian Mastervich at bmastervich@mindspring .com .

Locust Point Civic Association Newsletter Advertising Information
The Locust Point Civic Association distributes to over 1300 households and places newsletters in a number of businesses in 
Locust Point. Your ad will not only help advertise your business to Locust Point residents---it will also help the civic association 
with the work they do. Thanks in advance for your support.

Checks should be made payable to Locust Point Civic Association. Please contact us for payment address.  Advertising deadlines 
are the 20th of each month. EPS formats are preferred but PDF’s and TIFF’s are acceptable.   
Please email sjharrison1@comcast.net or call Susan (410) 353-6800 to buy an ad or for further information.  

Advertising Rates
  $25  1/8 page (business card size)    3.7" W x 2.5" H 
  $50  1/4 page ad         Option A:  7.5" W x 2.5" H        Option B:  3.7" W x 5" H
 $100   1/2 page ad       Option A:  7.5" W x 5" H        Option B:  3.7" W x 10" H 
  $200  Full-page ad  7.5" W x 10" H
 Non Profit rates are $17, $30, $65 and $120 respectively.

--   Website advertising --
We are now offering a special on ads for our new website, www.mylocustpoint.org.  Introductory rates are $25 for 6 months.  
Please supply a 203 pixels W x 67 pixels H (2.819 inches by .931 inches) in .jpg or .gif format ONLY.
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FMBA Support
continued from page 1

New members of the board were recently elected . The 
organization elected as its President, Aden King of Phillips 
Foods, Inc ., Vice President, Terri Harrington of Coldwell 
Banker Commercial NRT, and Secretary/Treasurer, Ellen 
Grossman of Provident Bank .

Under the work of its founders, the Association had 
nearly doubled its membership, and in 2007 it was recog-
nized that representing the area businesses to state and local 
officials required the efforts of someone who did not also 
have to run his or her own business . In an effort to be more 
active in the community, the Association decided to hire 
Frieda Ulman as its director . 

Frieda Ulman is a longtime resident and business owner 
in the community . She owned Movie Time Video in Federal 
Hill for 18 years before she recently closed its doors . And 
she has served as an officer of the Federal Hill Business 
Association Board, the Historic Federal Hill Main Street 
Board, and the Baltimore Station Board . She has been 
extensively involved in coordinating local events and fund-
raising campaigns for area organizations . 

All of that experience will help her to be the point person 
for promoting the areas business interests, disseminating 
information to area businesses and the neighborhood, and 
coordinating the neighborhood improvements and charita-
ble efforts the Association promotes every year . 

That experience will be needed as the Association grows 
and, in some cases, enters into new territory . The scale of 
the developments in Locust Point and along Key Highway 
are larger than ever before, and it can be tough to balance 
the interests of all in an association that counts as its mem-
bers both small family-owned businesses like Hull Street 
Blues Cafe and large companies like Domino Sugar . 

These interests can be particularly challenging to balance 
when changing policy simultaneously benefits and poten-
tially harms businesses in the area . One such issue facing 
the Fort McHenry Business Association is the possible 
expiration in 2014, of the Maritime Industrial Zoning 
Overlay District (MIZOD) regulations, which protect port-
related businesses from the encroachment of nonindustrial 
uses on waterfront property and which were enacted as 
recently as 2004 . Proposals to extend the MIZOD regula-
tions and to articulate processes by which property owners 
can opt out of the regulations are currently being considered 
by the City Council . Either way, the outcome will have sig-
nificant implications for businesses on the waterfront . 

The Fort McHenry Business Association has not taken a 
position on this issue . Ulman explains that it is the 

continued on page 8 
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The Maryland Feline Society, The Maryland Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (MD SPCA), Animal 
Rescue Inc ., and Alley Cat Allies all have TNR programs . 

The TNR program requires volunteers to trap the cats in 
humane cages and take them to a participating TNR loca-
tion . Then a veterinarian spays or neuters the cat, vaccinates 
them against rabies and distemper, and evaluates their over-
all health . The vets also clip a small portion of the cat’s ear 
as a way to mark the cats that have been through the pro-
gram . This is called ear tipping . The volunteers then return 
the cats back to their colony once they have had sufficient 
time to recover . For male cats, this can be as early as the 
following day . 

Some of the benefits to participating in TNR programs 
are population and disease control . The vaccinations cut 
down on the spread of disease and the sterilization stops the 
breeding, thereby reducing the feral cat population overall . 
Keller said that each unsterilized female can give birth on 
average to two litters each season . And each litter has an 
average of four to five kittens . 

Feral Cat Care
continued from page 4

Carruthers Realtors ®  
 

Build an Exciting Real Estate Career! 
Classes Now Forming 
Call Paige Cosgrove 

443.627.2900 
Prudential Carruthers Federal Hill Office 
835 E. Fort Avenue, Baltimore MD 21230 

An independently owned And Operated Member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 

continued on page 13

Cats are trapped in humane traps for transportation, 
surgery and care. Once they have had time to recover, 
they are released back to the area from where they 
originated and a caretaker will see they are fed and 
have shelter.
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1222 Hull St. •  410-727-7476

Sunday- 
“Baltimore’s Best” 

Sunday Brunch

Monday-
$5.00 Burger Night

$10 Tuesday Dinners

Steak and Wine 
Wednesday

Thursday- 
Trivia Night

 
Happy Hour M-F 4-7pm

Lunch Daily at 11am
Dinner 5pm

 Charming Banquet Room -
Available for Private Parties

 

Association’s keeps its members informed of developments 
and provide them with opportunities to make their voices 
heard . 

Another core purpose of the Association is to support 
many community groups in South Baltimore, including 
funding youth programs, school projects, recreation center 
improvements, and renovations to Fort McHenry itself . 
Most recently, the Fort McHenry Business Association 
donated $2,000 to the Locust Point Civic Association in 
support of the flower-planting efforts the Beautification 
Committee organized in the summer and fall of last year . 

The Business Association is also very proud of its long-
standing tradition of supporting South Baltimore Emergency 
Relief (SOBER) . This past holiday season, the Association 
gave away 125 turkey dinners and organized volunteers to 
pick up and deliver the dinners to Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in Federal Hill . 

The Fort McHenry Business Association donated more 
than $10,000 to area causes in 2007 . Most of these funds are 
collected at an annual fund raiser held each September . The 
most recent event was held at the Baltimore Museum of 
Industry and attracted more than 360 people . 

The Business Association does not yet have a website, but 
it does remain in touch with its members via email and gen-
eral membership meetings, which give members a chance 
to network and become informed about the latest construc-
tion or legislation updates . Also, the Association produces a 
newsletter which is now being issued four times a year . The 
most recent issue (Winter 2008) highlighted the three new 
drydocks that were put into service at General Ship Repair 
(which incidentally is the last full-service ship yard between 
New York and Norfolk), the four new board members, con-
struction updates, and it also provided overviews of several 
members .

FMBA Support
continued from page 6
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FEDERAL HILL 
 

$649,000 
 

Gorgeous 3BR,3.5BA 
Home on Great Street! 
Gourmet Kitchen w/
Granite & SS appl.,  
Hardwood Floors,  

Exposed Ductwork & 
Brick. Custom Tiled 

Baths,2 decks w/ Great 
Views & Much More 

 
BA6678779 
Kathy Merz 

443.415.6287 

FEDERAL HILL     
 

$289,999 
 

Incredible 2BR,2BA 
Home in Federal Hill! 

Hardwood Floors, 
Exposed Brick, Open 
Floor Plan, Gourmet 
Kitchen w. Island,  
Lots of Room for  

Storage & Much More! 
 
 

BA6694864 
Chris  Reda 

443.627.2915 

FEDERAL HILL 
 

$659,000 
 

Unbelievable 3BR,3.5BA 
End of Group Home! 

3 Story Atrium Staircase, 
Separate 2 Car Garage, 
3rd lvl. Family Room w/
Wet Bar! Gourmet Kit. 

2 Gas Fireplaces,  
Private Brick Patio & 

Much More! 
 

BA6677769 
Steven Murphy 
443.627.2910 

OTTERBEIN 
 

$359,000 
 

Gorgeous 3BR,1.5BA 
Home in Otterbein! 
Hardwood Floors 

throughout,  
Spacious Kitchen, Rear 

Garden Area & 3rd Level 
Deck!  

Great Location & More! 
 

BA6688659 
Kathy Merz 

443.415.6287 

FEDERAL HILL 
 

$374,900 
 

Amazing 3BR,1BA 
Home in Federal Hill! 

Large Kitchen,  
2nd Story Deck, Car-

riage House in back w/
Garage, Studio Office & 

Workshop!  
Lots of Updates & More 

 
BA6702536 
Chris Reda 

443.627.2915 

FEDERAL HILL 
 

$239,900 
 

JUST REDUCED!!! 
Charming 2BR,2BA 

Home in Federal Hill! 
Original Hardwood 
Flooring, Exposed 

Brick, Patio, Roof Deck, 
Finished basement & 

Much More!!! 
 
 

BA6699928 
Janel Burroughs 
410.350.9568 

 

FEDERAL HILL 
 

$310,000 
 

Spacious 2BR,2.5BA 
EOG w/Parking! 
Hardwood Floors,  

Exposed Brick,  
High Ceilings, New 

Kitchen w/ Tile Floor! 
New Roof, Rec. Room & 

Much More!!! 
 
 

BA6722253 
Kelly LeFaivre 

443.540.1200 
 

FEDERAL HILL 
 

$329,900 
 

Truly Unique 2BR,2BA 
Home w/Amazing 

Detail! 
Hardwood Floors, 

 MBR w/FB & Lots of 
Closet Space!  

Spiral Staircase & 
More!  

 
BA6712574 

Steven Murphy 
443.627.2910 

CANTON 
 

$315,000 
 

Large 2BR,2.5BA  
Renovation w/Parking! 
Wood Floors, Exposed 
Brick, Gas Fireplace, 
Corian Countertops,  

Roof Deck , Rear Yard, 
Ceramic Tile  

& Much More! 
 
 

BA6699468 
Debbie Kuper 
410.916.6170 
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Pet Pointers: Inappropriate Urination in Pets
by Jill Shook, DMV
CityPets Veterinary Care and Wellness

ew things are more frustrating than a dog or cat that 
is urinating in the house or outside the litterbox . 
Inappropriate urination, especially in cats, is a very 

common reason animals are taken to shelters or eutha-
nized . There are several possible causes for this problem in 
pets but typically it is either a medical or behavioral issue . 
The scope of this subject is too large for this article to 
cover in detail, but I hope to give you a course of action 
and some things to think about if you are dealing with this 
issue .

There are several possible medical issues that can cause 
inappropriate urination in both dogs and cats; urinary tract 
infections, bladder stones, kidney stones, vaginitis, liver 
disease, kidney disease, arthritis, and feline lower urinary 
tract disease (FLUTD) are some . Any animal that is urinat-
ing inappropriately should have a complete physical exam 
and a urinalysis . Depending on the symptoms, exam and 
urinalysis findings, and the age of the pet, bloodwork, 
radiographs and a urine culture may also be recommended .  
It is also important to note that it is very uncommon for 
cats less than 8 years of age to have bacterial urinary tract 
infections . More often they have what is called FLUTD, an 
inflammatory condition that occurs in the urinary tract .  
There will be high numbers of white and red blood cells, 
but typically no bacteria . Antibiotics should not be used if 
there is no evidence of a bacterial infection .

If your dog is urinating inappropriately and a medical 
reason has been ruled out, and the dog has been spayed or 
neutered, then it is time to look at housebreaking issues .  
In dogs it is important to establish a daily routine and to be 
consistent . Dogs should get up around the same time every 
morning, eat around the same times every day, go outside 
first thing in the morning, right before bedtime and not go 
more than eight hours between bathroom breaks . 
Obviously, if you have a new puppy or a senior pet they 
will need to go out more often . Praise them for going to 
the bathroom in appropriate places . Teach your dog some 
sort of signal, like barking or ringing a bell, to let you 
know they need to go out . You have to catch your dog in 
the act of urinating in the house to correct the behavior; 
take them right outside, and praise them once they use the 
bathroom outside . You should never punish a dog after the 
fact . I often tell clients to put their dog on leash and tie the 
leash around their waist so the dog cannot be out of sight . 
That way the owner can interrupt the undesirable behavior 
and reinforce the good behavior .

Inappropriate urination in cats can be a little more chal-
lenging . Once again, medical issues should be ruled out 
first and the cat should be spayed or neutered .  Addressing 

potential litterbox problems may prevent and/or correct 
inappropriate urination . The general rule is that there 
should be one more litterbox than the number of cats in the 
household .  The litterboxes should be scooped at least once 
daily and emptied, cleaned and fresh litter replaced once 
weekly . Litterboxes should be placed in quiet, low traffic 
areas where the cat will not be disturbed . Don’t put the lit-
terboxes near their food and water (do you want to eat 
your dinner next to the toilet?) There are a lot of cats that 
don’t like scented litters, hooded litterboxes, or litterbox 
liners . Make sure your cat is getting enough attention and 
playtime and try to eliminate sources of stress for your cat .  
New people, pets, or furniture in the house, stray cats or 
construction outside can cause stress for a cat and lead to 
inappropriate urination . 

If your pet continues to experience problems with inap-
propriate urination contact your veterinarian or an animal 
behaviorist for further recommendations . With patience, 
consistency, and persistence housesoiling issues can usual-
ly be solved . You can also visit the websites listed below .

www.catsinternational.org
www.veterinarypartner.com
www.healthypet.com

F
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By Roz de Lizarriturri

an you believe that the petroleum used to make 14 
plastic bags is enough to drive a car a whole mile? And 
Americans use about 92 billion plastic bags a year—

enough to drive a car over 6 1/2 billion miles . What a trip 
that would be! At a time when oil prices are skyrocketing, 
our dependency on foreign oil threatens national security, 
and global warming is finally accepted as a reality, it seems 
only logical to try to reduce our need for those pesky, costly 
bags .

Unfortunately, only about one to three percent of these 
bags get recycled . To make matters worse, cities spend up to 
17 cents per bag in disposal costs . The vast majority of the 
plastic bags become litter . Some clog sewer pipes leading to 
stagnant, standing water and associated health hazards . 
Some ultimately find their way into storm drains and then 
wind up in our harbors and waterways . An estimated one 
million sea birds and 100,000 sea mammals and turtles 
starve to death each year after they ingest the bags and the 
plastic blocks their digestive tracts .  

Marine biologists in New York wondered why 15 dead 
leatherback turtles had washed up on the beaches of Long 
Island in only two weeks . They found that plastic bags were 
blocking the stomachs of 11 of them . The leatherbacks have 
the unfortunate combination of loving jellyfish and having 
poor eyesight . To the nearly blind jellyfish lover, those 
floating plastic bags look like an inviting dinner .

What can we do to help reduce our use of plastic bags, 
saving not only petroleum but the lives of innocent marine 
life too? Next time you go to the food store, take some used 
plastic bags with you . Or better yet, carry a reusable canvas 

bag . Eighty percent of the nation’s groceries are packed in 
plastic bags . It is estimated that each family goes to the food 
store about four times a month, using approximately six 
plastic bags each time . One canvas bag holds about two 
plastic bags worth of groceries . If each of the 1,350 Locust 
Point families could bring just one reusable bag to the store, 
or reuse two plastic bags on each trip, as a neighborhood we 
could save 129,000 plastic bags per year or over 9,000 
miles . That’s a great deal of petroleum, several trips to 
Disneyworld, and a lot of grateful fellow creatures .

Where can you get reusable bags? I spoke to Mr . Rick 
Rodgers, the senior vice president of operations for Shoppers 
Food and Pharmacy . As luck would have it, at the end of 
May or the beginning of June, Shoppers will begin to have 
canvas bags for groceries and Thinsulate insulated bags for 
refrigerated and freezer items available at a nominal fee .

Until then, reuse some of those plastic grocery bags filling 
up your kitchen, or the next time a cashier puts only one 
candy bar or a single gallon of milk in a plastic bag, JUST 
SAY NO!

Recycling Reminder
All recyclables are picked up the second and fourth 
Fridays of every month. There is no need to sort recycla-
bles into separate bins.

2008 Calendar:
May 9 and 23   September 12 and 26
June 13 and 27 October 10 and 24
July 11 and 25  November 7 and 21
August 8 and 22 December 12 and 26
 

Eligible recyclable materials include:
• Plastics with any number from 1 to 7 on the bottom
• Aluminum, tin and steel food cans
• Mixed paper (All colors, mail, books, newsprint, folders,   
  magazines, cardboard, cereal boxes, phone books)

DO NOT put items such as window glass, used food con-
tainers, waxed boxes, or aluminum foil into your recycling 
container.

Blue bags are NO LONGER ACCEPTABLE to use for 
recyclables. Please us a platic recycling bin or cardboard 
box clearly marked recyclables. You may purchase 25 and 
18-gallon bins from the Department of Public Works by 
calling 311.

Recycling with Roz

JUST SAY NO…to Plastic Bags 

1230 E. Fort Ave. • 443-708-5751 

Now serving lunch, dinner, and Sunday brunch
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Feral Cat Care
continued from page 7

Once cats are marked with the ear tipping, animal control 
officers can identify them as part of a TNR program . The 
ear tipping lets them know that those cats have been steril-
ized, vaccinated, and they can leave them alone . This frees 
up animal control officers to handle more serious cases of 
abuse and neglect .

The Bureau of Animal Control, which is under the aus-
pice of the City Health Department, is the agency that 
responds to complaints about feral and stray cats and gives 
out the fines to violators . Currently the agency, in partner-
ship with Alley Cat Allies, is creating a set of protocols for 
Animal Control officers and 311 operators about the law 
and how to educate the public as well .

“By next month [May] we will have the officers and 311 
operators trained and possibly a public information cam-
paign as well,” said Olivia Farrow, assistant commissioner 
for environmental health . “We wanted everyone involved 
saying the same thing, whether it’s the [animal control] 
officers or the 311 operators .” Continued Farrow .

311 operators are involved because that is frequently the 
avenue that people use when they are reporting an animal 
control complaint .

For anyone who argues that trapping and killing feral and 
stray cats is the only way to deal with the problem, Yvonne 
Keller, a Locust Point neighbor and TNR volunteer had this 
to say, “Euthanasia doesn’t fix the problem of feral and 
stray cats . You’ll never get rid of all of the stray cats just by 
killing them off one by one . Once you kill a cat, there’s 
always another one to move in and take its place,” said 
Keller . “By sterilizing and vaccinating the entire colony you 
stabilize the numbers and create healthier cats that aren’t 
spreading disease to other strays or even domesticated cats 
that go outside . It’s about managing the problem not trying 
to kill the cats off . You’ll never be able to do that .”

Keller and two other individuals that participate in the 
TNR program have trapped 74 cats in Locust Point since 
they started in 2006 . Out of the 74 cats, 26 ferals were 
returned to the neighborhood, and 45 strays were re-social-
ized and eventually adopted out to new homes . 

There is a difference between feral and stray cats . Feral 
cats are ones that have never lived in a human home and 
will likely never be domesticated . They are sometimes 
referred to as wild cats . Strays, on the other hand, have lived 
with humans but have either been abandoned or are lost . 
They can be adopted to a new home .

“Many of the cats I see in the neighborhood are actually 
stray and not feral,” said Keller . “After I trap them and send 

continued on page 14



Now is the time of year to plan and prepare. It is important to know what you want in your flowerpot, so 
choose your plants carefully for a yearly parade of show-stopping blooms from early spring until the first 
frost. Some people like to have something growing all year long, while others prefer only the spring and sum-
mer seasons. For those that enjoy year-round greenery, plant an evergreen or boxwood because they              
  look the same through all of the seasons.  (Be sure to keep cutting this back because  
 evergreens, even the dwarf ones, can grow out of control.)  Plant an evergreen in 

the back of the pot since we rarely turn the pots around once they are planted.  
You can always place a few bulbs on the sides and even in front, and when 

they stop blooming you can hide the tops with the rest of your planting.
There are many perennials that bloom starting in the early spring until late 
fall.  Try something different every year to see if you like it.  Primroses are 
very colorful and stay small in circumference. Coreopsis comes in a tiny 
variety called “tick-seed” in yellow or orange and also a taller version. 
Both of these bloom all summer long and multiply every year. Finding 
blue flowers isn't impossible thanks to the new campanulas, which also 

come in white. These can be left in the pot to winter until next year. The 
best mulch to use is tree leaves. Just smash them up in a plastic bag and 

cover the pot.  If you notice they look like they are rotting that just means 
they are doing their job.
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them through the TNR program I try my best to find them 
good homes .”

Volunteering for the TNR program has the rewards of car-
ing for the cats and making sure they stay healthy . But 
people who are considering participating should know the 
costs come out of the pockets of the volunteers . That cost 
can range from $20 to $55 per cat depending on which TNR 
program you deal with and whether the cat is male or 
female . There has been some help from the community . The 
Locust Point Civic Association has donated $500 so far this 
year towards the program .

If the cost of participating in the TNR program is pro-
hibitive, but you would still like to help out, volunteers are 
always needed to help trap, take care of the feeding stations 
around the neighborhood and provide shelter . Currently, 
there are approximately eight feeding stations around 
Locust Point . They are set up near locations where a colony 
of cats are known to live . Only two volunteers maintain five 
of the feeding stations by providing food and water daily . 
Volunteers are needed to assist with feeding which could 
involve as little as feeding at one or two locations once per 
week or setting up a new feeding station .  Additionally, 
volunteers are needed to foster stray cats until permanent 
homes can be found . If you are interested in volunteering 
for either feeding , fostering cats, or you’re willing to allow 
placement of a small cat shelter on your property, please 

contact Kristi Cavaliere at 410-790-2501 .
“We’re trying to find a humane way to deal with the cats 

you see on the streets . Killing them won’t fix the problem 
and caring for them ensures that the cats you have in your 
neighborhood are healthy,” said Keller . “The new law 
allows us to do something good for these animals and the 
neighborhood without fear of punishment .”

The MD SPCA, Maryland Feline Society, Baltimore 
Animal Rescue and Care Shelter (BARCS), and Alley Cat 
Allies are developing free community outreach and humane 
education programs, and will offer low-cost spay/neuter 
clinics for outdoor stray and feral cats . The workshops will 
provide information on safe care for outdoor cats and on 
how to stop the cycle of breeding with Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR) . The workshop will address caring for outdoor cats 
and building inexpensive shelters, and other information . 
Sessions are held at the MD SPCA, 3300 Falls Road on 
Wednesday, May 7, 7 p .m . and at the Baltimore Animal 
Rescue and Care Shelter (BARCS), 301 Stockholm Street 
in South Baltimore on Thursday, May 15, 7 p .m . Reservations 
are appreciated, but not required . For more information go 
to www .alleycat .org/baltimore or alleycat@alleycat .org or 
call 240-482-1988 .

If you would like to make a donation to the LPCA for the 
neighborhood TNR program you can send a check, made 
payable to LPCA in any amount and mail it to LPCA, P .O . 
Box 27097, Baltimore, MD 21230 . Please make a notation 
on the check for the TNR program .

Feral Cat Care
continued from page 13

Green Thumbs Tips...
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