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Upcoming Meetings:

Wednesday, May 9, 7:30pm 

Location: Christ Church United, 1308 Beason Street
Wednesday, June 13, 7:30pm Location: Rec Center, corner of Fort Ave and Andre St.

all Ships! Navy Ships! Air Show! Live Concerts! Fireworks! 

Tourists! Many of us know that Baltimore will be hosting a 
“Sailabration” for the launch of the Bicentennial of the War of 
1812 in June. Many of us don’t know what impact this fun-filled 

weekend will have on our quiet neighborhood. We probably won’t 
know until the event is over, but the event planning committee is work-
ing hard to mitigate the potential traffic and parking nightmares. Plans 
for parking and traffic regulation for the weekend are still in the works, 
and will be finalized in the coming weeks. 

The celebration is officially scheduled from Wednesday, June 13th 
through Tuesday, June 19th, with the majority of the events affecting 
Locust Point being Thursday through Sunday. On these days from 6 
a.m. to 11 p.m., Fort Avenue East of Andre Street will be closed to all 
personal vehicles allowing only shuttles, buses and VIP vehicles to 
enter Fort McHenry. Access to the Fort will be restricted to foot traffic, 
bicycles and public transportation, hopefully limiting the amount of 
automobile traffic we will see throughout the neighborhood. 

The activities at the Fort are plentiful, and the numbers of visitors 
over the weekend are projected to be in the tens of thousands. Though 
this may seem like a headache to some, just consider how lucky we are 

to be able to walk and bike to experience the celebration that others are 
travelling miles to see. Be sure to check out the National Park Service 
website for a full listing of events and ceremonies. Also, be aware that 
because of heavy visitation the Seawall Trail may be closed at times 
during the week. 

Another highlight of the weekend will be the dozens of ships coming 
to dock all around the harbor. Tall ships from all over the world will be 
open to public tours in the Inner Harbor and Fells Point. Grey-hulled 
Navy ships will also be open for tours at North Locust Point. If you plan 
to tour the Navy Ships here in LP, please be aware that security proce-
dures regulated by the Navy require you drive to the parking area at M 
& T Bank Stadium, go through a security screening, then be shuttled 
on a secure bus back to the port. You will not be allowed to simply walk 
up to the ships. If you would like to see any of the ships but are not inter-
ested in battling the crowds, they will be passing by Fort McHenry 
throughout the day as they arrive on June 13th and depart on June 19th.

The schedule of events promises to provide an exciting week for the 
City of Baltimore, her residents and visitors. This will certainly be a 
celebration to remember, so plan ahead for extra traffic and enjoy the 
party!

The Tourists are Coming! The Tourists are Coming!
T

 
ello Everyone,

This will be my last President’s Message as my two-year 
term is up in May. I want to start out by thanking everyone who has 
helped me during my term; there are so many of you that have made 
these two years special. We all worked hard to make sure that Locust 
Point continues to be a wonderful place to live. We have had some 
great events and some tough battles but we all survived, and I think 
that our neighborhood is in great shape. Thank you again for all of 
the hard work our volunteers have put into the LPCA.

 As for what is happening now... Well, a lot.
 The Fort Avenue Bridge is still scheduled to be open by the 1st of 

June. Whether the entire bridge will be open by then is still a mystery 
but hopefully it will be up in some capacity. It has been a tough 7-8 
months but we have all adjusted really well. Hopefully by this time 
next year the construction will be a distant memory and we won't be 
held up by the CSX trains for 30 minutes on a Saturday. 

 The Bicentennial is coming up in June, which will put somewhat 
of a spotlight on Locust Point. The good news is that due to the 
agreement the LPCA made with Under Armour, we will be seeing 

some great improvements to Fort Avenue in the coming weeks 
including new benches, signage and street art on several of the major 
intersections on Fort Avenue. There will be many events to enjoy and 
I hope to see you all at some of them. 

 The COP Walks started again in February and we had a fantastic 
turnout in March. Please come out and join your neighbors to find 
out what is going on in Locust Point with regards to reported 
crimes. As we all know, Locust Point is a very safe place to live, but 
that doesn't mean crime doesn’t exist. If you see anything, ALWAYS 
CALL 911! The 911 service is intended to help local police track 
incidents. You can call anonymously, and we have already seen that a 
few phone calls and information has positively impacted our neigh-
borhood.

Finally, Elections! During the General Meeting in May, we will 
conduct elections for all of the Officers as well as 5 of the board 
members. Please get involved and think about running for these open 
positions. 

 Thanks again for allowing me to be the President of a fantastic 
neighborhood. I'm proud of what we were all able to accomplish dur-
ing these last two years and I'm looking forward to what the future 
brings to Locust Point.                          Chris Ritsch, president

President’s Message

H
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Safety
Chairman: Open

Contact: Safety@mylocustpoint.org

The Safety Committee maintains an open dialogue with the Baltimore 
City Police Department and organizes the Citizens on Patrol walks. The 
COP walks in Locust Point are held the third Wednesday of every month 
at 7 p.m. The meeting point changes each month to allow walkers to 
cover different parts of the neighborhood. If you are having problems in 
your area with trash, drug activity, vandalism, etc., please contact COP 
chair Charlie Webster and the walkers will address your area on one of 
their upcoming walks. Better yet, please join the walkers to point out 
specific problems and address your issues directly with a police officer. 
Monthly email reminders are sent out with the meeting spot for the 
upcoming walk and are also listed in the “In Brief” section of the news-
letter on page 3. You can join the LPCA email list by sending a request 
to contact@mylocustpoint.org.

Membership
Chairman: Lynne Mastervich

Contact: Membership@mylocustpoint.org

The Membership Commitee keeps track of all paid members of the 
LPCA and sells memberships at the general meetings. Cost is $5 PER 
PERSON. You must be a Locust Point resident, not just a property owner, 
to be eligible for membership. Please be advised that you are not eligible 
to vote for any motions unless you are a dues-paying member.

Communication
Chairman: Laura Kennedy

Contact: Communication@mylocustpoint.org

The Communications Committee oversees the design and content of the 
newsletter and website. The newsletter is published bi-monthly. 
Community members are welcome to submit information on events and 
items of interest for To The Point or the LPCA website. The deadline for 
ads and editorial content for the newsletter is now the 15th of the month 
preceding publication. Website ads and content can be submitted at any 
time. If you would like to submit anything for the newsletter or if you 
would like something posted on the LPCA website, please contact Laura 
Kennedy.

Design Review
Chairman: Brian Mastervich

Contact: Designreview@mylocustpoint.org

The Design Review committee reviews all of the plans for individual 
property improvements or proposed property subdivisions and monitors 
the projects to make sure property owners are complying with Baltimore 
City law and zoning codes. The city recommends that any major addi-
tions to individual properties or proposed property subdivisions be sub-
mitted to the community association prior to any public hearings. It is the 
policy of the LPCA to request a postponement of any hearing for an 
applicant that has not first notified the LPCA Board of Directors and 
presented plans to the Board. Please submit plans to LPCA P.O. Box 
27097, Baltimore, MD 21230.

Social
Chairman: Sarah McMahon

Contact: Social@mylocustpoint.org

The social commitee plans and coordinates all of the social events sponsored 
by the LPCA, including the annual yard sale, festival and holiday party.

Parks and Beautification
Chairman: Colleen Martin-Lauer

Contact: Parksandbeautification@mylocustpoint.org

The Parks and Beautification Committee is responsible for planning and 
organizing beautification projects in Latrobe Park and around the neigh-
borhood. Projects in the past have included bulb, tree and flower plant-
ings in the park and corner planters along Fort Avenue.

Committees
Dog Park
Chairman: Meg Kelly

Contact:  locustpointdogpark@yahoo.com 

The Dog Park committee is responsible for the overall cleaning and main-
tenance of the dog park and enforcing the park rules and etiquette. 
Members also organize frequent fundraisers, such as Yappy Hours at local 
bars and restaurants to cover maintenance costs for the park. 

Recycling and Trash
Chairman: Scott Riley

The Recycling and Trash committee is responsible for organizing neigh-
borhood clean ups and educating neighbors about proper trash disposal 
and the city’s recycling program.

Nominations and Elections
Chairman: Vacant

The Nominations and Elections committee is responsible for recruiting 
eligible candidates and organizing elections every 2 years for the LPCA 
Board and Officers or as vacancies arise.

Important Contact Information
Baltimore City Officials

                              
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake                                

mayor@baltimorecity.gov                        
City Hall, Room 250, 100 N. Holliday St., Baltimore, MD 

21202                  
(410) 396-3835

Council Pres. Bernard C. Young  
CouncilPresident@baltimorecitycity.gov  

City Hall, Rm 400, 100 N. Holliday St. Baltimore, MD 21202                  
(410) 396-4804

Council Vice Pres. Edward Reisinger
ereisinger@baltimorecitycouncil.com       

City Hall, Rm 511, 100 N. Holliday St. Baltimore, MD 21202                  
(410) 396-4822

Mayor’s Office of Neighborhoods
Southern District Liason, Steven Robinson

410-396-4735 / 443-984-1083
steven.robinson@baltimorecity.gov

Baltimore City Police
Southern District Police Commander 

Major Scott Bloodsworth, 410-366-5296, 
scott.bloodsworth@ baltimorepolice.org

Southern District Police Neighborhood Service Unit 
Sgt . John Kowalczyk, 410-396-2020, 
John.Kowalczyk@baltimorepolice.org 

Sanitation Enforcement 
(for occupied properties that have trash or high grass and 

weeds that violates the city code)

Sanitation Enforcement Officer, Leon Green, 410-396-1712 x22008
 leon.green@baltimorecity.gov

Department of Transportation
Transportation Community Outreach Liaison, Grishae Blackette 

443-984-9095
 grishae.blackette@baltimorecity.gov
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LPCA Board of Directors
President: Chris Ritsch
Vice President: Tony Vittoria
Corresponding Secretary: Barbara Wilson
Recording Secretary: Sharon Keeny
Treasurer: Joel Greenspan
Directors:
Matt Craig Cheryl Duffey
Jamie Kelly Sarah McMahon
Justin Grossman Scott Riley
Jack Frederick Jim Fleshman
Gary Richardson Terry Hickey

Contact us:

Locust Point Civic Association

P.O. Box 27097

www.mylocustpoint.org

To join the LPCA neighborhood email list, please send an 

email to contacts@mylocustpoint.org

Trash and Recycling:
Trash pick up is every Wednesday. Baltimore City law requires that all resi-

dences have durable trash cans with tight fitting lids. Residences are limited to two 
32-gallon trash cans each. Trash must be put out in cans.

Recycling pick up is every Friday. There is no need to sort recyclables into 
separate bins and an unlimited amount of recyclables is allowed.

Acceptable recyclable materials include:
7 on the bottom (Including wide-mouth plastic containers such as margarine, 
yogurt, sour cream containers, empty plastic prescription bottles,plastic drinking 

(hhardback, paperback and  textbooks included),newsprint,folders,magazines,card 
- board,cereal boxes,phone books)

Unacceptable

used for toxic substances. 
Note about PLASTIC BAGS:Please reuse your plastic bags by donating them 

to the doggie bag bins in Latrobe Park.

As the weather gets nicer, rodents/rats may start to leave 
their nests looking for food. It is very important for everyone 
to make sure that their garbage cans are covered and do not 
have any holes that rats can use to get at food sources. Rats 

not only can carry diseases but they can also burrow into 
cars and cause extensive damage to our automobiles. This 

situation has already been reported by several neighbors and 
has cost them thousands of dollars. Please be a good neigh-

bor and cover your garbage cans.
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Locust Point Civic Association Newsletter Advertising Information

The Locust Point Civic Association distributes to over 1300 households and places newsletters in a number of businesses in 
Locust Point. Your ad will not only help advertise your business to Locust Point residents---it will also help the civic association 
with the work they do. Thanks in advance for your support.

Checks should be made payable to Locust Point Civic Association. Send payments to: LPCA, P.O. Box 27097, Baltimore, MD 
21230.  Advertising deadlines are the 15th of each month. PDF formats are preferred but JPEGs and TIFFs are acceptable.   
Please email Ryann McCarty or Mickey Kopansky at communication@mylocustpoint.org for more information.    

By Cathy Duchamp
 
  few years back I visited Juneau, Alaska in early spring, when the 
snow was starting to melt revealing what the locals call “turd 
blossoms.” Even though we didn’t have snow this winter, the turd 

blossoms are blooming here in Locust Point. I have a dog. I don’t like 
wrapping a plastic bag around my hand to pick up her deposits. But I 
do it. Still, I wonder why some folks don’t. Here are some likely rea-
sons, along with some solutions that can help eliminate the scourge of 
turd blossoms from our neighborhood.

 “I can’t find it.”  Yes, finding your dog’s deposit at night can be 
tough. Or when Fido relieves himself in tall grass. What about bringing 
a flashlight on those midnight potty runs? Better yet, wear a headlamp 
so you don’t have to carry a light. And consider steering your dog away 
from weedy/tall grass areas. That grass will get cut as some point, so 
have some pity on the person who has to do that job by keeping the 
grass poo-free.

 “I didn’t know he 
went.” It’s easy to get 
distracted when your 
dog does his business. 
Put your smart phone in 
your pocket and pay 
attention to what your 
dog is doing. No one 
likes to watch Fido squat, 
but part of the responsi-
bility of having a dog is 
to do a little clean up.

 “I don’t have a bag.” 
The good/bad thing 
about Locust Point is 
that there’s probably a 
plastic bag floating down 
the street or stuck in a 
tree or a bush on most 
any block. Go find a bag 
and return to the scene of 
the crime to pick up the 

evidence. Better yet, 
grab a bag from one 
of the hand-crafted 
dispensers that are 
mounted to posts 
and fences all over 
the neighborhood. A 
neighborhood vol-
unteer made the dis-
pensers. Using them 
is a way to say 
thanks. 

 “I already used 
my bag.” Yes, some-
times our canine 
friends do a two-
fer. Be pre-
pared. Stuff an extra 
bag or two into your pocket before you head out.

 “Its just not cool to pick up poop.” I wish I could say it were cool. If 
your dog had opposable thumbs believe me he’d pick it up him-
self. Maybe embrace the turd blossom analogy and imagine you’re 
picking a pretty flower for your sweetheart. Your dog will love you for 
it. And so will the neighborhood.

 A couple of other thoughts:
 Retract the retractable leash. Do you have one of those leashes that 

extends 15 feet? They’re a nice way to give your dog a little freedom, 
but those leashes make it hard to track down doggie deposits. Your dog 
does not need privacy to do its thing. Keep him on a short leash for 
business trips.

 Re-stock the bag dispensers. If you have extra plastic bags taking 
up space, commit a random act of kindness by stocking up the afore-
mentioned bag dispensers. Your bag-less brethren and their dogs will 
appreciate it.

 God is watching. If you’ve made a pit stop with your dog on 
Clement Street next to the Episcopal Church parking lot you know 
what I’m talking about. The church has gotten in trouble with the city 
because of piles of poop, hence the web cameras. Help the church and 
the neighborhood by picking up after your pet.

Turd Blossom Season

A

--   Website advertising --

We are now offering a special on ads for our new website, www.
mylocustpoint.org.  Rates are $25 for 6 months.  Please supply a 
203 pixels W x 67 pixels H (2.819 inches by .931 inches) in .jpg 
or .gif format ONLY.

Advertising Rates

 $25  1/8 page (business card size)   3.7" W x 2.5" H 
 $50  1/4 page ad     Option A:  7.5" W x 2.5" H         
       Option B:  3.7" W x 5" H
$100   1/2 page ad     Option A:  7.5" W x 5" H        
       Option B:  3.7" W x 10" H 
$200  Full-page ad  7.5" W x 10" H
Non Profit rates are $17, $30, $65 and $120 respectively.

Cathy Duchamp and her dog Bella, 
outfitted with plenty of plastic bags

Becky Weidner says "C'mon, hon, don't 
make me pick up after your pup."
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Bull Roast: The South Baltimore Police Explorer Post 9449 and 
Venture Crew 15 will be hosting a fundraising bull-roast at the Balti-
more Museum of Industry on Friday, May 4th from 5-11pm. The event 

are $45 per person, which can be purchased at the website: www.bcs-
dexplorers.webs.com

Book Sale: The Friends of the Light Street Branch of the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library will be holding their spring 2012 book sale in the lower 
level of the library on Thursday, May 3rd, (1 to 7 pm), Saturday, May 
5th, (10 am to 4 pm), and Monday, May 7th, (12 to 6 pm).   The last 

$5.00! There will be new and used hardbacks, paperbacks, DVD’s, 
-

sored programs at the library. Donations of new and gently used books 
are always welcome to help support the sale and may be dropped off at 
the desk in the library. No encyclopedias or textbooks, please. The Light 
Street Library is located at 1251 Light Street, Baltimore, 21230. (410) 
396-1096. We hope to see you at the sale!

Federal Hill Prep Family-Friendly Fundraiser: Federal Hill 
Preparatory will hold its annual fundraiser on Saturday, May 12th from 
1-4 pm. The 2012 Spring Fling will include a silent auction, food, live 
music, arts and crafts, moon-bounces, petting zoo, pony rides, dunking 
booth, face painting, balloon artist and a magician. The silent auction 

of Federal Hill Preparatory, a pre-K through grade 8 Baltimore City 
public school. All are welcome! You need not have a student at the 
school to enjoy the fun. Federal Hill Preparatory is located at 1040 Wil-
liam Street. For more information visit www.federalhillprep.com 
McHenry Row Grand Opening Celebration: On Saturday, May 12th, 
McHenry Row will celebrate its Grand Opening. McHenry Row is 
home to 250 brand new luxury apartments, a Harris Teeter grocery 
store, restaurants, retail shops and specialty stores. The Grand Open-
ing celebrations will include a parade from 3-4pm, Family Fun Festival 
from 4-7pm and Live Music from 7-10 pm. Please visit www.mchen-
ryrow.com for additional information.

Community Yard Sale: Saturday, June 2nd from 8 am-12 noon, 
Latrobe Park. Wondering what to do with your old stuff you purged in 

Please call or e-mail Sarah at contacts@mylocustpoint.com for more 
information and to hold your space. 

Contact Phone Number: The LPCA has a phone number for 
residents to call when they have a comment or question. It's a voicemail 
line so please leave a message and a member of the LPCA Board will 
get return your call. The number is (443) 987-6468. You may also e-
mail: contacts@mylocustpoint.com

In Brief
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